
Stones of Hope 
 

– There are three curmudgeonly old men who for decades have met every week at a certain greasy 

spoon restaurant. 

– The waitress, owner with her husband, refers to them as “the turkey club”, which should give 

you an idea of their nature. 

– One of them is an Anglican priest who, although it is not against their religion, had spent most of his 

life as a bachelor. 

– The other two are just grumpy old men – particularly the editor of the local small town paper. 

– He gets mad at our serving proprietor and convinces the other two to meet at the other restaurant. 

– The one frequented by the ladies of their little town. 
 

– Read from “Shepherds abiding” – page 43. 
 

– Have you ever been “out of your element”? 

– You know, where you have no idea what you’re doing or really what’s going on at all. 
 

– My brother and I used to work together as systems integrators. 

– We’d be together at some family gathering and start talking TCP/IP, SMB, NetBEUI, 10baseT, 

Ethernet, token ring, NTFS, system 38, SMTP, POP servers, object oriented programming, NDIS, 

NetBIOS, fdisk … 
 

– See what I mean? 

– Just get together with some amazing gardeners and you’ll be lost in seconds. 

– Pilots have their own language 

– The iron workers language goes as far over our heads as the skyscrapers they are building. 
 

– But what happens when being “out of your element” is a result of being a foreigner 

– Maybe even an exile. 
 

– The language is different 

– The customs are different 

– The clothes look as strange to us as we, obviously, do to those who walk by us. 
 

– Let’s make it harder yet. 

– Nobody likes you. 

– In fact you sometimes stay up at night worrying that someone might get violent. 

– And, worse yet, you have to tell them they way they are living is wrong. 

– They need to change and live like the very people they hate. 

– Us 
 

1 Peter 1:1-2 ESV – Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the 
dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  (2)  according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus 
Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 
 

– “Elect exiles” 

– What a minute! 

– Isn’t a person exiled because the people where he’s from don’t want him? 

– How, then, can an exile be “elect”?! 
 

– According to the foreknowledge of the Father 

– Being set apart by the Spirit 

– To obey Jesus Christ who, by the shedding of his blood, bought our salvation. 
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– After this arresting introduction Peter, as we discussed over the last few weeks launches into an 

anthem to our living hope, 

– Which we will obtain at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 

– And then he gave the four building blocks that form the foundation of Christian living 

– First? – Set your hope fully on that living hope. 

– Second – be holy as He, God, is holy. 

– Third – love one another 

– Fourth – long for the pure spiritual milk, the word of God 
 

– Now Peter is about to go back and link to the introduction to his letter. 

– He is going to describe these “elect exiles” to themselves. 
 

– Now – they already know their situation, but we don’t. 

– So we’d better go back and get a little background information. 

– And archeology and theological scholarship will come to our aid. 
 

– Karen Jobes has done some extensive work in studying 1 Peter and has established to the satisfaction 

of many theologians, myself included, just who these elect exiles are. 
 

– What has been discovered is that the Roman rulers, starting with Augustus, regularly colonized an 

area they had recently conquered, or annexed, with people from Rome. 

– Often they were citizens and were given significant financial incentives to relocate. 

– Many soldiers who survived their twenty year term would be granted the houses and property of 

the very people they brought under the subjection of Rome 

– You can see how this would help to stabilize the area as a Roman colony. 

– To insure the pax Romana – Roman peace – that was so desirable to the Caesars. 

– Not peace like we might think 

– It was an iron fisted dominance of the population. 

– Sometimes the number of colonists was as few as three hundred people 

– At least once six thousand were settled in an area. 
 

– All this has been known for a while. 

– The new discovery is that sometimes people were made exiles not as a favor but because they were 

perceived to be a threat to the pax Romana. 

– Political rivals, their families and all who supported them, were sometimes sent out. 

– But usually they were eliminated in a more permanent way 
 

– No, the vast majority of those sent out were not even Roman citizens. 

– Although sometimes they were given citizenship as a further incentive. 

– Almost all who were relocated, especially the exiles, were foreigners. 
 

– Claudius was very aggressive in this form of colonization. 

– He is the only ruler who is known to have sent groups to Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 

Bithynia 

– That’s right – all five of the regions Peter mentions. 
 

– And Claudius ruled from 41 to 54 AD 

– Only a few years later Peter was writing this letter 

– So everything quite clearly indicates that Peter’s recipients were exiles of Rome, but elected by God. 
 

– And there’s even more. 

– Claudius was also a great champion of the Roman gods 

– For political reasons. 
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– Native Romans didn’t much care for other religions 

– Especially those who had success in converting other citizens of the empire. 

– And here comes a fascinating archeological find 

– The Roman historian Suetonius wrote “since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the 

instigation of Chrestus, [Claudius] expelled them from Rome”. 

 

– Now we must point out that the spelling “Chrestus” is not correct for Christ. 

– Although the pronunciation would have been exactly the same. 

– But how would Suetonius have known the correct spelling? 

 

– And the timing for this exiling? 

– Exactly perfect for the event recorded in Acts 18:2 

– And also perfect for the recipients of Peter’s letter. 
 

– Understand that they weren’t necessarily Jews ethnically, in fact probably were not. 

– Romans would have put everyone who seemed to hold to the same religion together in one 

group. 

– In this case Jews 

– Christianity was still seen as a part of Judaism 

– They would have no idea of the conflict between believing Jews – and their gentile brothers in 

Christ, and the Jewish rulers. 
 

– Okay, this is a long time to be spending on a history lesson. 

– What’s the point? 

– To understand that these people to whom Peter is writing were literally rejected by their societies 

– They were forced into exile 

– They were hated by those among whom they were forced to live. 

– And yet Peter (and God) expects them to live productive, influential Christian lives. 
 

– So all the time we read in 1 Peter remember the difficult situation these people are in. 

– Before long we might find ourselves in a similar predicament. 
 

– Let’s start with that description. 
 

1 Peter 2:4 ESV – As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 
chosen and precious, 
 

– At first glance this would not seem to be much about the people at all. 

– Jesus is the living stone, right? 

– The point is that Jesus was rejected by men 

– Just like they currently are 

– Jesus is chosen and precious in the sight of God the Father 

– Just like they are. 
 

– Then he says … 

 

1 Peter 2:5a ESV – you yourselves like living stones  
 

– Believers as living stones 

– Jesus is the living stone – we are living stones. 

– We are made like Christ! 
 

– But what does it mean to be a living stone? 
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– To start with  
 

1 Peter 2:5 ESV – you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 

– Please note that one stone does not a house make 

– We are the house of God together. 

– I know we are Americans and independence is a highly prized attribute here. 

– But it’s simply not Christian 

– We are not supposed to be independent 

– We are supposed to be built up together 
 

– The second point is that there is more than one stone. 

– And each stone fits in one place. 

– Have you ever run into one of those people who always want to be in everybody else’s place but 

never in their own? 

– Let’s make sure we do our part and not worry about everyone else’s part. 
 

– Neither is the house finished. 

– We are being built up 

– As the common saying goes “Please be patient with me – I’m forgiven, not perfect.” 

– One day we will be perfected, until then, as Peter will soon write, keep loving one another, since 

love covers a multitude of sins. 

– Let’s cut each other some slack. 
 

– We are being built up as a “spiritual house” 

– A temple 

– As Paul would say we are the temple of God and the Holy Spirit lives in us. 

– Which is why Peter said to be holy 
 

– We are, together, the temple of God 

– And also the priests within the temple. 
 

– I love our Anglican brothers in Christ but it is simply true that giving only certain persons in the 

church the title of priest is unbiblical. 

– Every believer is a priest to God 

– Yes, each has their own function 

– But in some sense all the living stones of this house, male or female, young or old, just starting to 

learn or highly educated, are priests to God. 
 

– And all are to offer spiritual sacrifices through Jesus Christ 
 

– These are not offerings for sin 

– Peter has made it clear that Jesus, and Jesus alone, can, and did, do that 

– These are offerings made because of forgiveness of our sins. 

– The other kind of offering common to Old Testament saints 

– Offerings of thanksgiving. 
 

– And why should we give thanks? 
 

1 Peter 2:6 ESV – For it stands in Scripture: "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 
cornerstone chosen and precious,” and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame. 
 

– When we hear the world shame we usually think of embarrassment. 
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– But that’s not where Peter is going. 
 

– Think of it this way. 

– Just as people can be honored 

– So they can be shamed 

– Instead of getting accolades and awards they are pointed out as failures and fined. 

– Maybe like the combination of announcing to everyone that they not only didn’t come in first – 

they didn’t even finish the race.  

– And having to pay millions of dollars because of it. 
 

– But that’s not us. 

– Oh no – we have a living hope … 
 

1 Peter 2:7a ESV – So the honor is for you who believe 
 

– Our living hope is not just for an eternal life of wonder in a new creation  

– It is for that life with honor derived from the Son Himself. 
 

– And alas – those who will be put to shame. 
 

1 Peter 2:7b-8a ESV – but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone," (8) and "A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.”   
 

– In these two Old Testament quotes Peter is echoing Jesus’ sayings. 

– The leaders of the Jews rejected Christ 

– And killed him 

– But He was chosen and precious in the sight of God the Father. 

– All our living hope and all our honor is built on Him 
 

– But they stumble over this wonderful truth. 

– In fact, because of Jesus, they sin – are guilty of offense – against God 
 

– When someone rejects Jesus they aren’t just rejecting the truth that they need to avoid sin 

– To reject Jesus IS to sin 

– As John wrote 
 

John 3:18b ESV – whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
 

– Isn’t it amazing that Jesus, the perfect eternal Son manifested in the flesh, can be the cause of 

offense against God? 

– I think it’s like the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil in the Garden of Eden.  

– It wasn’t that there was anything wrong with the tree. 

– But misusing the tree was sin. 

– Of course, they didn’t have to sin 

– But they did 
 

1 Peter 2:8b ESV – They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 

– In case you missed it note that they reject Jesus 

– And were destined to do so. 
 

– Humans do chose to either follow Christ or reject Him 

– But they are also either elected by God or destined to stumble. 

– Scripture simply does not explain this apparent contradiction. 
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– I think that’s because we couldn’t understand even if God did tell us. 
 

– Goppelt wrote “Christ is laid across the path of humanity on its course into the future.  In the 

encounter with him each person is changed: one for salvation, another for destruction. … One cannot 

simply step over Jesus to go on about the daily routine and pass him by to build a future.  Whoever 

encounters him is inescapably changed through the encounter: Either one sees and becomes “a living 

stone,” or one stumbles as a blind person over Christ and comes to ruin, falling short, i.e., of one’s 

Creator and Redeemer and thereby of one’s destiny.” 
 

– We know who God is, so we can trust – have faith – in Him that it’s all okay. 
 

– Live knowing your salvation is up to God 

– And thus completely secure. 

– Tell others about Christ like their salvation is all up to them! 

– And it will all work out okay. 
 

– God is good, and He is doing just the right thing. 
 

– Which includes choosing us 

– Well, them and then us. 
 

– Are you ready for the description of these people? 
 

1 Peter 2:9a ESV – But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
his own possession,  
 

– Remember that these are a bunch of rejected misfits 

– According to the society around them 
 

– And Peter says, no – this is what you really are. 

– Chosen 

– Royal 

– Holy 

– You belong to God  

– Chosen by Him and of great value 
 

1 Peter 2:9 ESV – But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 
 

– We, with those Peter wrote to, should proclaim how excellent God is 

– Particularly in how he saved us from the horrible lives we would surely have lived instead giving us 

a living hope. 

– A hope that now shines in our hearts. 
 

– How can we not proclaim this wonderful truth? 
 

1 Peter 2:10 ESV – Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

– There was a time when we realized justice demands our condemnation to hell 
 

– But we didn’t get justice – we received mercy. 
 

– How can we not praise him? 
 

► Conclusion 
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– We often feel like fish out of water. 

– We are just so different from the world around us 

– We are exiles hated by many among whom we live. 
 

– But that’s not actually the reality 

– We are living stones being built up as a spiritual house 

– We will have great honor because of the great cornerstone of our faith 
 

– They will stumble over Jesus Christ 

– Rejecting Him as they disobey His word 
 

– We are a chosen race 

– A royal priesthood 

– A holy nation, 

– A people God himself calls His own 

– People in whom He sees great value. 

– So that we proclaim how excellent our God is 

– We languished in darkness 

– But now we live in light. 

– We were nobody 
 

– But now we are God’s people 

– People who deserved inflexible justice 

– But received mercy 


