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OUR PLACES AT THE TABLE 

A statement by the Soho Masses Pastoral Council on pastoral ministry with lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered Catholics, their parents and families. 

The Soho Masses Pastoral Council has been responsible for organising Masses for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered (LGBT) Catholics, their parents, families and friends since July 2005, building upon the 
pioneering work of others begun in a Catholic convent in 1999. The SMPC recognises Cardinal Cormac 
Murphy-O’Connor’s desire to ensure that pastoral support for these communities is integrated into the 
overall pastoral provision of the Archdiocese of Westminster, and also a need for this to reflect his own 
ministry as Archbishop. 

The SMPC values its recent discussions with Archdiocesan representatives. These have led to an 
agreement that from 4 March 2007, Masses celebrated at 17.00 pm, on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each 
month at the Church of the Assumption, Warwick Street, will particularly welcome LGBT Catholics, their 
parents and families, as well as being open to any of the People of God. We rejoice that we are 
recognised as having a rightful place at the table of Christ’s banquet, where the bread is broken and the 
wine is poured out, not just for some, but for all. 

The SMPC recognises that the statement issued by Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor on 2nd February 2007 
reflects his personal position as Archbishop and his adherence to the principles underlying the Church’s 
teaching documents insofar as they relate to human sexuality in general and homosexuality in 
particular. While we regret the terminology and the narrow range of Church teaching documents chosen 
as references, we recognise that this is a statement written particularly for the Archdiocese of 
Westminster, as well as other parts of the Church in England & Wales and elsewhere, offering a 
rationale for this aspect of Diocesan pastoral ministry. 

We welcome the integrity of the Diocesan representatives, with whom we have been in discussion, and 
their clarification that the document is not a joint statement, but rather a framework within which the 
Diocese can work more constructively, honestly, and collaboratively with LGBT Catholics and others. We 
therefore value the opportunity to offer our own independent statement on these matters, not least 
reflecting the informed consciences of many individual members of our communities. 

Our discussions with Archdiocesan personnel have been marked by mutual respect, honesty, and trust. 
We adopted tried and tested principles, notably the ecumenical practice of employing language used by 
communities about themselves. Therefore the validity of using lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered 
vocabulary was recognized and acknowledged in a footnote to the Cardinal’s Statement. The 
conversations have resulted in a stronger sense of ecclesial communion and a developing understanding 
of pastoral realities affecting the communities involved. 

It is regrettable, however, that there was no direct conversation with the Cardinal himself during the 
process. As a result, his statement may appear to reflect more the concerns of the Church’s hierarchy 
rather than the lived experience of committed LGBT Catholics and their pastoral and spiritual needs. The 
continued use of narrowly defined, pseudo-clinical terminology to describe people of diverse sexualities, 
while closely reflecting Vatican usage, tends to pathologise people, focusing almost entirely on the 



Church’s teaching regarding sexual activity outside marriage. It also mistakenly reinforces the myth that 
this worshipping community is exclusive to a specific sexual orientation rather than being an inclusive 
expression of the Church, gathering all sorts and conditions of people.  

There is a risk that such language defines LGBT Catholics, their parents and families, as persons with 
problems to be solved, rather than recognising the contributions and gifts they bring to the building up 
of the Body of Christ, the rich catholicity of the People of God. It may focus more on the grief and 
anxieties of human existence than on the joy and hope of a Church trying to live with integrity in 
contemporary society. Being proudly lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgendered, and proudly Catholic is at 
the heart of this community of faith.  

While we recognise that Cardinal Cormac’s statement is not directly addressed to us, we regret that, in 
spite of our involvement in discussions leading to the relocation of Masses for LGBT Catholics to the 
Church of the Assumption, Warwick Street, the SMPC is not named in his statement. Nevertheless, we 
welcome the decision, in response to requests made over a number of years, to enable LGBT Catholics in 
Soho to worship within a Catholic parish setting. This provides new opportunities for our pastoral, 
spiritual, and faith development. At the same time we hope to contribute to broader pastoral ministry in 
the context of an historic West End parish, and the life of the Archdiocese. The outcome of our 
consultations offers the wider Church in England and Wales and beyond, the potential to develop more 
effective models of pastoral ministry within our LGBT communities, so strengthening ecclesial 
communion rather than creating disharmony. 

We particularly honour the ministry of the ordained members of our community who have empowered 
us through their breaking of the Word and our celebration of the Eucharist together. Their presence 
among us has been a consistent sign of reconciliation and of our wider communion with local Churches 
and with the various dioceses, here and throughout the world, from which members of our community 
continue to come. This rich gift of presbyteral ministry has enabled us to grow in a true sense of 
collaborative ministry of mutual care. We are pleased that so many have expressed the wish to continue 
their ministry with us and offer our heartfelt thanks to those who have chosen to stand down from their 
active ministry in this particular setting. 

Our growth in faith, the vibrancy of our community and worship, our commitment to all in the pursuit of 
justice, whatever their needs, have been nurtured by the hospitality we have received from St. Anne’s 
Anglican Parish Church in Soho and its Rector, the Revd. Clare Herbert. We now embark on a new stage 
in a rich ecumenical relationship, which began in the context of the Soho bombing in 1997. Out of such 
tragic loss of life, new life, hope, and joyful community have emerged. 

Our forthcoming transition is not a closure, nor even a beginning, but rather a further step in the 
journey of God’s pilgrim, rainbow people, a gift to be shared not only between our two local 
communities but also with the wider ecclesial communities to which we belong. Although the place of 
our Eucharistic celebrations might have changed, our common life together, united in baptism, will 
continue through other ways of prayer and worship, study, and common action for justice within and 
across our communities. 

ENDS 

 


