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Press statement for immediate use 

 

LGBT CATHOLICS welcomed by Archbishop Nichols to their new parish in Mayfair. 

 

In response to the invitation issued on the 2
nd

 January by the Most Reverend Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster, the 

Soho Masses community began their “new phase” of pastoral outreach to LGBT Catholics on behalf of the Diocese of 

Westminster by attending the 6.15 Mass on Sunday, 3
rd 

March at their new home, the Church of the Immaculate Conception in 

Farm Street.  

 

Mass was concelebrated by the Parish Priest, the Reverend Father Andrew Cameron Mowat SJ, who extended a very warm 

welcome to his new LGBT parishioners, and by Monsignor Seamus O’Boyle, Vicar General of Westminster, who continues the 

excellent ministry he led at Warwick Street in his post as Diocesan Liaison to the LGBT Catholic community. The existing 6.15 

congregation also made the community welcome, and expressed delight at seeing the number of people attending Mass swell to 

between 250 and 300.  The Soho Masses community noted, and very much appreciated, the efforts made by the existing 

congregation to acknowledge the place of LGBT Catholics at the Lord’s Table in this new shared community. 

 

Mass was followed by a very cordial private meeting between the Archbishop and the Soho Masses community, organised and 

hosted with great generosity by the Chair of the Farm Street Parish Council and the Jesuit Fathers.  

Following an initial “walkabout” in which he met and chatted informally with many members of the community, the 

Archbishop gave a formal address of welcome, and then led a full and frank Question and Answer session. Several contributors 

made a special point of underlining the historic nature of the meeting, as being the first time of which they were aware, that 

such a senior Catholic bishop engaged openly, frankly and respectfully with the LGBT Catholics as a community in his care. 

We are very grateful to the Archbishop for this gesture and for the care and concern he demonstrated. 

 

The Chair of the Soho Masses Pastoral Council, Joe Stanley, and other members of the Council have been delighted and 

overwhelmed by the willingness of the Soho Masses community to integrate, as a Eucharistic community, into the parish life of 

the Farm Street, and by the unambiguously sincere and generous welcome extended by the Jesuit community and the Chairman 

of the Parish Council. “So many members of our community have, in spite of their doubts and fears, made enormous efforts to 

make this transition work, and although many details remain to be discussed with the parish, their work has borne fruit – I was 

especially struck by the comment that Fr Andrew, the Parish Priest, that he was very moved by the strong sense of devotion 

which he had seen during Mass. We’re enormously grateful for the welcome we’ve received, and are really looking forward to 

contributing as much as we can to the life of our new parish. And of course we want to ensure that Westminster Diocese 

continues to lead the Catholic world in its acknowledgement of the needs of, and care for, LGBT Catholics”. 

 

Prior to the Mass at the Church of the Immaculate Conception, a group of LGBT Catholics took part in a ninety-minute Lenten 

pilgrimage walk organised by the Chair of Positive Catholics, to mark the transition to their new parish. On leaving their former 

church of Our Lady of the Assumption and St Gregory in Warwick Street to the Farm Street church they were given a blessing 

by the Parish Priest, and joined in prayer, meditations on the Cross and the singing of hymns en route to Mayfair, via Piccadilly 

Circus, Green Park and Berkeley Square. 

 

For further comment: Joe Stanley     07711 923029 

                                    Mark Dowd   07968 131639 

ENDS. 
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