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1 January 2013 

 

 

To those attending the evening Mass at Our Lady of the Assumption on 

Sunday 6 January 2013 

 

 

My brothers and sisters, 

 

I write to you at this time when, as you may already know, I have made decisions 

affecting you and the pattern of pastoral outreach the Diocese offers to you. 

 

From early Lent, this year, the twice-monthly Sunday evening Mass which you have 

been coming to in Our Lady of the Assumption Church in Warwick Street will come 

to an end. In its place you are all invited to come to the Church of the Immaculate 

Conception, Farm Street, on a similar pattern of meetings. You are also welcome to 

be part of the Sunday evening parish Mass, at 6.15pm, and to gather together 

afterwards in the Hall for your meetings. I am very grateful to the Community at Farm 

Street for readily extending this welcome to you all. 

 

In coming to this decision I am appreciative of the way the work of your Group has 

developed most recently, offering opportunities for study, prayer and retreats. I thank 

all who have taken a lead in this. However, it is also true that the celebration of Mass 

on these occasions in Our Lady of the Assumption Church continues to be contentious 

and, as far as I can judge, will not cease to be so. 

 

I ask you to accept my decision and my invitation to use the Church of the 

Immaculate Conception for your meetings and your pastoral activities. 

 

Indeed, I invite you to meet with me, at Farm Street, after the 6.15pm Mass on 

Sunday 3
rd

 March, the Third Sunday of Lent. This would enable me to express my 

support for you as you continue your efforts, as do we all, to be faithful to Christ in 

the communion of the Church and striving to live in accordance with her teaching. 

 

With assurances of my prayers for you all as we enter this New Year of the Lord, 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

 
 

The Most Reverend Vincent Nichols 

Archbishop of Westminster 


