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LGBT  CATHOLICS  WESTMINSTER  WELCOME  POPE  FRANCIS’  LGBT  APOLOGY 
 
 

In the aftermath of the Orlando nightclub massacre and in the midst of the global 
LGBT Pride season, LGBT Catholics Westminster welcomes Pope Francis' heartfelt 
apology to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans people, their parents and families, for 
offences to them committed by the Church. 
 
With our sisters and brothers in the Global Network of Rainbow Catholics and 
Catholics in the European Forum of LGBT Christian Groups, we have been seeking 
such words of hope and reconciliation since the 2014 and 2015 Synods, and not 
least in this Jubilee Year of Mercy.  
 
Now is the time, a kairos-moment - a grace opportunity for all - for these words to 
find embodiment in action for inclusion and justice from all members of the Catholic 
hierarchy, throughout the world. LGBT Catholic communities have long engaged in 
what Pope Francis has called bishops and priests to do: "get the smell of the 
sheep."  
 
Our joining in global, national, and local Pride manifestations have been 
opportunities for us to witness to Christ in the midst of the complex realities of variant 
sexual orientation and gender identities. As our tears have been shed for the victims 
of Orlando and other hate crimes, for refugees seeking safe places away from 
homophobic and trans persecution and human trafficking, so we have been nurtured 
in prayer, worship and sensitive pastoral care.  
 
Let the riches of these experiences benefit the whole Church through the convening 
of a global listening process engaging LGBT Catholics, parents and families, Vatican 
departments, bishops, priests, theologians and pastoral advocates. Then words of 
apology will take flesh in the life of all the people of God. How long, O God, how 
long? 
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