
The opening chapters of the book of Genesis deal with what we might call, “pre-history.” But when 
Genesis focuses on the story of Abraham, it seems that we are taken to a place of remembrance. 
Here in the so called Abraham cycle of stories we are introduced to our ‘Father in Faith.’ Over the 
next few weeks, through the Liturgy of the Word, we will encounter and remember some other 
great figures from salvation history such as Moses, the giver of the Law and David the Shepherd-
King. Each of these men co-operated with God’s plan for his people and yet each of them was a 
deeply flawed figure. 

Take Abraham, He really didn’t know what entering into a covenant with God would mean. You 
almost feel sorry for him. He is 75 years old and settled in Mesopotamia, in his home of Haran. But 
God asks him to pack up everything and to go to a strange new land-Canan. Abraham co-operates 
with God’s request and once the decision is made he acts quickly. Perhaps psalm 32 which we said 
together tonight provides an echo of Abraham’s attitude. “May your love be upon us oh Lord, as we 
place all our hope in you.” 

Last time I was here someone came up to me after Mass and said I enjoyed your homily but it had 
nothing to say to me as a gay man. In response I maintained a diplomatic attitude and resisted the 
temptation to say, ‘well you stand up her and preach then.’ I just thanked him for his comment, but 
it’s a comment that has stayed with me. 

So when I was thinking about tonight’s readings I thought about that man and I thought about 
Abraham and what it must have been like for both of them to leave everything that was familiar in 
order to make a new home for themselves in a strange place. 

Most of us were brought up in what we might term a “classically heterosexual environment.” 
Mother, father, brothers and sisters. Many people here will identify with that model of family life. It 
felt safe and comfortable. It was and is the accepted way of living. It felt normal and ordinary. But 
then, for the gay person, there was the sock of discovering that they were different. As the spectre 
of same sex attraction made itself known it felt as if a journey to a strange place had to be made. 
Obviously there are some parallels with Abraham’s journey 

Each person here will have their own memories of how they reacted to that period of self awareness 
and discovery in their life. But one thing is for sure, in that journey towards self realisation hostility 
and prejudice will have been encountered. Unlike Peter, many gay people as they discover 
themselves are not able to say “It is wonderful for us to be here.” They would rather be anywhere 
else. Instead they sometimes encounter rejection, not least from themselves and for some this can 
lead to a sense of self loathing. 

Such self loathing is also mirrored in the gay community itself. Matthew Todd, the editor of 
Attitude Magazine, recently spoke about this. He pointed out that a recent issue of Attitude had 
dealt with the issue of gay people and mental health. He highlighted the severe acting out, 
obsessional behaviour, perfectionism and problematic relationships that exist in particular forms 
within the gay community. Todd finally highlighted that rather unfunny joke that some gay people 
make of themselves when they say that gay relationships are measured in dog years. That says so 
much about the unhealthy way that gay people think about themselves and their capacity for 
forming relationships in comparison to their straight counterparts. 

So like Abraham, a gay person may feel that they have no alternative but to live in a strange place. 
However, I would make this observation, that the place where the gay person lives his or her life is 
not strange, it is just different. 

The Church teaches us to rejoice in and to value difference. Perhaps with this thought in mind it is 



good to recall the words that Pope Benedict XVI spoke when he began his Petrine Ministry. “Each 
of us is willed, each of us is loved, each of us is necessary.” So this evening do remember that each 
one of you is willed by God, each one of you is loved by God and each one of you is thought 
necessary by God. 

The words of Pope Benedict and the reality of the message of the gospel helps each person to stand 
with the Lord in that place of Transfiguration. There the shadows of doubt and not knowing will be 
cast away and we will stand with the Lord knowing ourselves to be blessed and loved for who we 
are. That strange and different place that we were called to will I hope show itself to be a place of 
wonder, a place of discovery and a place of love. 
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