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Today is Gaudete Sunday, which means Rejoice Sunday. St Paul says ‘Rejoice in the Lord always, 

again I say rejoice.’  That is why I am wearing this rather outrageous pink chasuble. Terribly 

embarrassing!  

But the gospel we have just heard is not terribly cheerful. John the Baptist has just told everyone that 

unless they repent, they will be in for a hard time when the Messiah comes. He has put the wind up 

everyone, and they ask ‘What must we do?’ He says that to prepare for the coming of God, they must 

act justly. Do not break the law. Don’t rob people or beat them up. Pretty obvious, you would think. 

There is nothing explicitly about love or mercy. And it is certainly not very joyful.  

But if you look closely at what he says, then it is more radical than just obeying the law. Share your 

clothes and food with those who have none. You must discover the needy person as your brother or 

sister. He tells the tax collectors to just take what is laid down. But their whole livelihood depended 

on screwing more out of people. It would like telling the Mafia not to take protection money. He tells 

the soldiers to be content with their wages. But most soldiers got hardly any wages, sometimes none 

at all.  Soldiers lived by beating people up. Telling them to live off their wages meant sharing the lives 

of the down trodden. 

Biblical justice is about more than just obeying the riles. Don’t fiddle your expenses, pay your taxes 

and don’t drink and drive. Biblical justice means that you have to open your heart to your neighbour, 

and share their lives. It changes who you are.  

Thomas Aquinas defined justice as giving to someone else what is their due. This sounds pretty 

limited. I lend you a quid, and so you give me one back. But it is much more. If a friend has fallen in 

love, and they want to talk about their latest girl friend or boy friend, then they will try to do them 

justice. They will tell you that they are the most beautiful person in the world, a fantastic sense of 

humour, really clever, a brilliant cook, completely amazing. You yawn at this point. But they are just 

trying to do justice to the utter wonder of this person with whom they have fallen in love. They want 

you to share their joy. Justice rejoices in other people.  

In the first reading Zephaniah says that God ‘will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew you in his 

love, He will sing joyfully because of you, as one sings at festivals.’ God is passionately in love with 

us, like a teenager on his first date. In God’s eyes we are dazzlingly attractive. Biblical justice invites 

us to open our eyes, so that we may glimpse the other person as God sees him or her.  

Thomas Merton fled the world to become a Cistercian monk because he thought that most people 

were so awful.  But religious life should train you to see people’s dignity and beauty. One day he 

went to Louisville to see about the printing of a book. He found himself standing at the corner of a 

street, amazed at people’s goodness. He wrote in his diary, ‘Then it was as if I suddenly saw the 

secret beauty of their hearts, the depths of their hearts, where neither sin nor desire nor self-

knowledge can reach, the core of their being, the person that each one is in God’s eyes. If only they 

could see themselves as they really are. If only we could see each other that way all the time. There 

would be no more war, no more hatred, no more greed.1’ 

                                                 
1
 quoted Willam H..Shannon Seeds of Peace: Contemplation and non-violence New York 1996 p.63 
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Much of the talk of justice today is about demanding your rights. It is my right to have food and 

shelter, and my right not be beaten up by the police or robbed by the Mafia. And this is fine. But 

Biblical justice is more than having your rights, it is seeing rightly, opening your eyes to the hidden 

beauty and dignity of strangers so that of course you must do what it right for them.   

Today we lit the third Advent candle to help us to see and most especially the poor. The poet Yeats 

said, ‘When we look into the darkness, there is always something to see.’ If we keep our eyes peeled, we 

shall see the hidden beauty and dignity of people.  

One of my brethren who lived in Lima, Peru, was feeling rather glum. He went for a walk in a terrible 

slum, and he found a couple of street kids sitting beside the body of a dead dog and playing jacks. I used 

to play jacks when I was a kid. You throw the ball into the air, and before you catch it, you try to gather 

in as many of the little bits of metal as possible. They were having a wonderful time, laughing and 

giggling. But there was no ball. But they were pretending. He said they were like God, with utter delight 

creating the world out of nothing. He went to the slums and met God having fun.  Happy Gaudete 

Sunday.  

 


