
 

October  2011  -  NEWS & NOTES 

 

The Soho Masses Pastoral Council welcomes lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered Catholics, parents, families and friends to Masses on 1st 
& 3rd Sundays of each month, at the Church of Our Lady of the 
Assumption & St. Gregory, Warwick Street, Soho, London W1B 5NB. 

This forms part of Westminster Diocese’s pastoral provision for LGBT 
Catholics.  
 

Soho Masses Pastoral Council Members & Liaison Responsibilities: 
Lisandro Caffaratto (Internet), Mark Dowd, Arthur Govan (Music), Wil Maxino, 
Lorraine Milford (Co-Secretary), Renate Rothwell (Co-Secretary), Paul 
Spellman (Pastoral Planning), Joe Stanley (Chair) , Rose Taw (Women) 
Terry Weldon (Readers/EMs Rota), Deborah Woodman.  We congratulate 
Mark, Wil. & Deborah on their recent election. 

 

You can also check out Soho Masses (LGBT Catholics, their families and 
friends) on Facebook. If you wish to receive the latest information updates 

by e-mail, please complete a Talent Sheet from the information table in the 
Hall, downstairs.  

 

Forthcoming Masses: October  - 16 October, Fr. John Creagh MHM; 
November  - 6 November, Fr. Brendan Callaghan SJ; 20 November, Fr. 

Shaun Middleton. 
 

Readers & Eucharistic Ministers If you need to change dates, contact Terry 
Weldon - weldon.terry@gmail.com / 01428 651 689 or  0755  217  6051. 

 

mailto:weldon.terry@gmail.com


WANT TO HELP? This vibrant community doesn’t run on auto-pilot! If you’d like 

to help in any way please fill in a TALENT SHEET today! This will also help us 
keep in touch with you, let you know about other events. 

 

Soho Masses Younger Adults Group offers opportunities to meet and 

socialise with other younger adults in their 20s, 30s & even 40s who are part of, 

or visiting the Soho Masses. NEXT SMYAG: phone/e-mail for more details: 020 
8986 0807/ info@sohomasses.com + 

SohoMassesYAGsubscribe@yahoogroups.com  
 

Soho Masses Women’s Group : Usually 1st Sunday, 14.30 - for further details 
speak to Rose after Mass, or e-mail info@sohomasses.com   
 

Soho LGBT Community Forum:  The Soho Masses community is represented 

at this Forum which brings together a range of non-commercial LGBT groups, 
including other local churches, voluntary groups, police & local health services. 

Next meeting: 12 October, 17.30-19.00, 56 Dean Street. Any member of the 

Soho Masses congregation is welcome to come along. 
 

OUR VERY OWN MUSICAL TALENT! 

 

CHRIS OLDING  celebrates 25 years at the organ with favourite music at St. 

Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke, Hants. RG24 9DX, 19.30 pm, Friday, 
14 October, in aid of CAFOD - more details: www.wheatsheafmusic.co.uk . 

Travel directions: South West Trains, 50 minutes from Waterloo to 

Basingstoke - 3/4 times an hour. The church is about 1.5 miles from the station 

mailto:info@sohomasses.com
mailto:SohoMassesYAGsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:info@sohomasses.com
http://www.wheatsheafmusic.co.uk/


so best bet is to get a taxi from the station cab rank (buses are hourly after dark 

and unreliable). The church is easy to spot on Popley Way - Estimated finish at 
21:30. 

 

Celebration of 30th Anniversary of Quest Linkline - The Helpline for  
Lesbian & Gay Catholics : Saturday, 29 October, 18.00 pm, Mass, Church of 

Our Lady of the Assumption & St. Gregory, Warwick Street, followed by a 
party. For catering purposes please let Quest know if you want to come by 

email: linkline@questgaycatholic.org.uk  or by phone: 0808 808 0234.  

  
Soho Masses Community Carol Service & Christmas Party , Church of Our 
Lady of the Assumption & St. Gregory, Warwick Street, Saturday, 17 
December, 19.00.  A Christmas Choir is being created to lead the singing.  

Would you like to join the choir?  We especially need sopranos and altos!  

Rehearsals begin with a first one:15.00 pm, Sunday, 6th November. If 
interested, phone or text Louis, on: 07730 811 406  
 

Homilies  - You can read the latest Soho Masses’ homilies on the website:  

www.sohomasses.com  
  
Bidding Prayers: If you wish to have special intentions - anniversaries, prayers 
for the sick, recent deaths -  mentioned in our Bidding Prayers, or the names of 
people particularly remembered, with their permission, please e-mail 

info@sohomasses.com with details of your request. 
 

The Soho Masses Music Group welcomes new members, particularly  various 

instrumentalists. The Soho Masses also welcome offers from organists, pianists, 
cantors, etc for other Masses. If you wish to offer your musical talents, call 020 

8986 0807 - sohomasses@btinternet.com  
 

It is right and just … that we account for 17.00 pm Mass collections on 1st & 
3rd  Sundays - September: £476.42. Your offertory gifts contribute to the day-

to-day expenses of Our Lady of the Assumption Parish including the provision of 

these liturgies and other pastoral activities. Cheques to: “WRCDT Warwick 
Street Parish”.  

 

CAFOD Harvest Fast Day  - Friday 7 October 2011 - For the world's poorest 

children, childhood can be a time of pain, despair and survival.  Pan from 
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Cambodia was 11 when he tested positive for HIV.  Months later, his parents 

died because of AIDS.  At a time when Pan felt life wasn't worth living, CAFOD 
was there.  Today, with CAFOD's help, Pan is healthy, happy and excelling at 

school.  To help Pan, and many more children in need, please give what you can 

on Fast Day. Please return CAFOD Envelopes before 16 October when 
additional envelopes will be available. Thank you for your generosity.  Don't 

forget to Gift Aid your donation! 
 

Unattached ? (from a church that is!) - Apart from taking a more active part in 
the life of the Church of the Assumption, including its other Masses, you may 

wish to check out other churches as welcoming communities on Sundays, other 
than 1st and 3rd Sundays in Soho. We are often asked for friendly priests/parishes 

so please let us have details of any church you find helpful since we are updating 

our list. They don’t have to be in London. 
 

 
ROME PILGRIMAGE?  Ever thought about an LGBT-friendly pilgrimage to 

Rome? The London-based Soho Masses Pastoral Council is considering a 5/6 
night pilgrimage to Rome in late April/early May 2013. A 5/6 night. Easter 

falls early in 2013 (30 March) so this would be in the post-Easter period, and 
time to start saving now!  Bed & Breakfast accommodation at the Domus 

Carmelitana: http://www.domuscarmelitana.com - minutes from the Vatican, just 
behind Castel Sant Angelo, pictured below, and a short distance from Rome’s 

historic quarter. The Domus Carmelitana, formerly the Carmelite International 

College in Rome, has now been converted into a very comfortable hotel. An 
international Carmelite community occupies the other part of the building where 

the Carmelite International Spirituality Institute is now based. The Bishops of 
England & Wales used it as their base during their 2010 Ad Limina visit to Rome. 

As well as seeing key places in Rome we would get in touch with some of our 

‘buried’ LGBT history, not just literally in the Catacombs but - Felicity & Perpetua, 
Sergius & Bacchus, Michelangelo & Caravaggio, a possible visit to the 

excavations under St. Peter’s, meeting with LGBT Christians in Rome, etc. We 
are in discussion with a highly experienced Rome tours organizer, based in 
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London. One of the priests on our presiding rota, who studied in Rome, has 

expressed an interest in serving as chaplain. If interested, in principle, just e-mail 
info@sohomasses.com with any preferences travel. Once we know the level of 

interest, we can update with details of costs etc. UPDATE  - we’ve nearly 

reached the limit for those interested in taking part, including people from the UK 
and USA and will soon be starting a reserve list. The Domus Carmelitana has 

twin room availability, with the possibility of single room for additional 
supplement, for the period we’re proposing. If you haven’t registered interest - 

please do so now - More details later 
             Domus Carmelitana                                        Castel Sant’Angelo 

                            
 

Catholics and HIV/AIDS  - Contact CAPS if you would like friends/loved ones’ 

names inscribed in the Catholic AIDS Memorial Book - take a leaflet from the 
information table. Names are inscribed by Fr. Bruno Healy, a Westminster priest 

living as a hermit in North Wales. They are included in Bidding Prayers on the 1st 
Sunday of the month. Positive Catholics is a peer-support group for Catholics 

living with HIV - details from  07505 608 655 or CAPS PO Box 24632, London E9 
6XF - 020 8986 0807  or e-mail: positivecatholics@btinternet.com Positive 

Catholics peer support group: positivecatholics@gmail.com  Website 

http://positivecatholics.googlepages.com   
                              

STAY INFORMED!  Browse the information table, over after-Mass 
refreshments, for all the latest news from LGBT and other sources.  

 

Want to prepare reflectively for Mass? These web-sites provide helpful 

resources on scripture backgrounds, spirituality, justice, and prayer contexts:  
www.liturgy.slu.edu  -  www.bible.claret.org.  www.girardianlectionary.net/ - 

British & Irish Jesuits offer these prayer and theology resources: 

www.prayasyougo.org.uk  / www.sacredspace.ie  / www.thinkingfaith.org  
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We’re a very international community – See all the links to other parishes 

worldwide, on our website:  www.sohomasses.com 

LGBT Catholic Websites:  Links to these and other websites can be found at 

www.sohomasses.com/External-Resources/websites  

Check out James Alison on www.jamesalison.co.uk.  Parlate Italiano? Visitate 
www.gionata.org  - see Soho Masses website for other links. 

Keep track of UK Catholic news on  Independent Catholic News: 
www.indcatholicnews.com  For a window into the Vatican, the latest news and 

gossip, try www.whispersintheloggia.blogspot.com/   
 

The Soho Masses Bookstall  includes books by laity, priests and religious all 
closely linked to the Soho Masses community. Open after Mass – always colossal 

discounts on new books.  Jose Antonio Pagola’s Jesus, an historical 
approximation, is available with a massive discount. This best-selling life of 
Jesus has been banned by Spanish bishops but sold 60,000 copies, yet his book 

is bringing some of the world’s most marginalised people into the Church. See 
Mark Dowd’s article, Brought to Book, The Tablet, 26 March, 2011. Also back 

in stock: Silence Speaks  by Robert Nugent SDS. Just arrived : Setting the 
Table, Fr. Jim Schexnayder - preparing Catholic parishes to welcome LGBT 
people & their families; The Gay Gospels  by Keith Sharpe. 
 

Accommodation: Available en-suite double room (immediate occupancy) and 2 

bedroom garden flat in Cricklewood NW2.  Conveniently located for public 
transport & all other amenities. Closest tube Willesden Green & 1 minute walk to 

Cricklewood British Rail. Luke, a member of this community, is looking for clean 

& tidy professionals only. Please get in touch on 077 5453 6879. 
 

Worried about homophobic/transphobic incidents, or harassed in 
Soho/Westminster? Let us know, pick up a GALOP card on the information table, 

or contact LGBT Police Liaison Team: PC Andy Ricketts -  07766 471945  -  
Office: 07765 220566.  

 

 
 

Soho Masses – 2011 
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Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered Catholics, parents, families, and friends 
are warmly welcomed at Masses at 17.00 on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each 
month: 
 

16 October      -   Mass  -  Fr. John Creagh MHM 
 

6 November    -   Mass  -  Fr. Brendan Callaghan  SJ 
 

20 November  -   Mass  - Fr. Shaun Middleton 
 

4 December     -   World AIDS Mass - Fr. John Sherrington CP 
 

18 December   -   Advent Mass  - Mgr. Seamus O’Boyle 
 

THESE  MASSES  ARE  PART  OF  WESTMINSTER  DIOCESE’S   
PASTORAL  PROVISION  FOR LGBT  CATHOLICS,  PARENTS  &  
FAMILIES - refreshments follow each Mass. 

Radical Compassion: The Gospel and Social Justice 

                                                                                                    

This autumn series at St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square, seeks to 

examine the radical implications of Christ’s life and transforming compassion in 
relation to issues of social justice. What is Christ saying to the poor, 

marginalised, and the struggles of our time? Can we rediscover a theology of 

liberation for today? The lectures will take place in St Martin-in-the-Fields Church 
from 19.00pm - 20.30pm. They are free and no booking is required. There will 

be a retiring collection to cover some of the costs of the programme. 



Monday 17 October Neil MacGregor: Compassion and Art - In this lecture 

the Director of the British Museum uses images to help us enter more profoundly 
into our understanding of the radical compassion of Christ captured in some of 

our greatest art treasures, whilst asking the question: Can these works of art 

speak to our present and deepen our own compassion and humanity? 

Monday 31 October Nicola Slee: Compassion and Empowerment - As a 
poet and theologian who has looked extensively into the relationship between 

women and spirituality, Nicola’s lecture will address how the radical compassion 

shown throughout the gospel can lead to female empowerment.    

Wednesday 16 November Terry Eagleton: Compassion and Power - Widely 
regarded as Britain’s most influential literary theorist, Terry Eagleton will consider 

the contemporary relevance of the Gospel’s critique of power and the use of 

violence, drawing on themes discussed in his 2010 Richard Price Memorial 
Lecture ‘The New Atheism and the War on Terror’.  

Monday 20 February 2012 Dr Robert Beckford: Compassion and Freedom - 

Dr Robert Beckford is one of the most prolific black documentary presenters in 

Britain and will use his knowledge of racial tension to discuss Christ’s radical 
compassion in relation to freedom. 


