
August  2011  -  NEWS & NOTES

The Soho Masses Pastoral Council welcomes lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered 
Catholics, parents, families and friends to Masses on 
1st & 3rd Sundays of each month, at the Church of Our Lady of the Assumption & 
St. Gregory, Warwick Street, Soho, London W1B 5NB. This forms part of 
Westminster Diocese’s pastoral provision for LGBT Catholics. 

Soho Masses Pastoral Council Members & Liaison Responsibilities: Lisandro 
Caffaratto (Internet), Arthur Govan (Music), Michael Jenkins (Liturgy), Vincent Manning 
(HIV Issues), Lorraine Milford  (Co-Secretary), Renate Rothwell  (Co-Secretary), Paul 
Spellman (Pastoral Planning), Joe Stanley (Chair) , Rose Taw (Women) Terry Weldon 
(Readers/EMs Rota). 
 
SMPC ELECTIONS TAKE PLACE ON 17 SEPTEMBER - WHY NOT STAND AND 
SHARE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THIS UNIQUE 
PASTORAL INITIATIVE - TAKE A NOMINATION FORM TODAY. THERE WILL 
BE THREE VACANT SMPC POSITIONS. Please submit Nomination Forms 
before 1 September, preferably handing them in on 21 August.

You can also check out Soho Masses (LGBT Catholics, their families and friends) on 
Facebook. If you wish to receive the latest information updates by e-mail, please 
complete a Talent Sheet from the information table in the Hall, downstairs. 

Forthcoming Masses:: August  - 21 August, Fr. Tim Curtis SJ; September  - 4 
September, Mgr. Seamus O’Boyle, 18 September, Fr. Brendan Callaghan SJ.

Readers & Eucharistic Ministers August: If you need more information, contact Terry 
Weldon - weldon.terry@gmail.com / 01428 651 689 or  0755  217  6051.

WANT TO HELP? This vibrant community doesn’t run on auto-pilot! If you’d like to help in 
any way please fill in a TALENT SHEET today! This will also help us keep in touch with you, 
let you know about other events.

Soho Masses Younger Adults Group offers opportunities to meet and socialise with other 
younger adults in their 20s, 30s & even 40s who are part of, or visiting the Soho Masses. 
NEXT SMYAG: Saturday, 27 August, 17.30, informal gathering, meeting at Costa Café, Old 
Compton Street -  phone/e-mail for more details: 020 8986 0807/ info@sohomasses.com +  
SohoMassesYAG subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

Soho Masses Women’s Group : Usually 1st Sunday, 14.30 - for further details speak to 
Rose after Mass, or e-mail info@sohomasses.com  

Soho LGBT Community Forum:  The Soho Masses community is represented at this 
Forum which brings together a range of non-commercial LGBT groups, including other local 
churches, voluntary groups, police & local health services. Next meeting: 10 August, 
17.30-19.00, 56 Dean Street. Any member of the Soho Masses congregation is welcome to 
come along.
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Homilies  - You can read the latest Soho Masses’ homilies on the website: 
www.sohomasses.com 
Bidding Prayers: If you wish to have special intentions - anniversaries, prayers for the sick, 
recent deaths -  mentioned in our Bidding Prayers, or the names of people particularly 
remembered, with their permission, please e-mail info@sohomasses.com with details of 
your request.

The Soho Masses Music Group welcomes new members, particularly  various 
instrumentalists. The Soho Masses also welcome offers from organists, pianists, cantors, etc 
for other Masses. If you wish to offer your musical talents, call 020 8986 0807 - 
sohomasses@btinternet.com 

It is right and just … that we account for 17.00 pm Mass collections on 1st & 3rd  Sundays - 
July: £290.70. Your offertory gifts contribute to the day-to-day expenses of Our Lady of the 
Assumption Parish including the provision of these liturgies and other pastoral activities. 
Cheques to: “WRCDT Warwick Street Parish”.

Unattached ? (from a church that is!) - Apart from taking a more active part in the life of 
the Church of the Assumption, including its other Masses, you may wish to check out other 
churches as welcoming communities on Sundays, other than 1st and 3rd Sundays in Soho. We 
are often asked for friendly priests/parishes so please let us have details of any church you 
find helpful since we are updating our list. They don’t have to be in London.

ROME PILGRIMAGE?  Ever thought about an LGBT-friendly pilgrimage to Rome? The 
London-based Soho Masses Pastoral Council is considering a 5/6 night pilgrimage to Rome in 
late April/early May 2013. A 5/6 night. Easter falls early in 2013 (30 March) so this would 
be in the post-Easter period, and time to start saving now!  Bed & Breakfast accommodation 
at the Domus Carmelitana: http://www.domuscarmelitana.com - minutes from the Vatican, 
just behind Castel Sant Angelo, pictured below, and a short distance from Rome’s historic 
quarter.

The Domus Carmelitana was formerly the Carmelite International College in Rome. Half of 
it has now been converted into a very comfortable hotel. An international Carmelite 
community occupies the other part of the building where the Carmelite International 
Spirituality Institute is now based. The Bishops of England & Wales used it as their base 
during their 2010 Ad Limina visit to Rome.

Apart from visiting key places in Rome we would get in touch with some of our ‘buried’ LGBT 
history, not just literally in the Catacombs but - Felicity & Perpetua, Sergius & Bacchus, 
Michelangelo & Caravaggio, a possible visit to the excavations under St. Peter’s, meeting with 
LGBT Christians in Rome, etc. We are in discussion with a highly experienced Rome tours 
organizer, based in London. One of the priests on our presiding rota, who studied in Rome, 
has expressed an interest in serving as chaplain. It may be possible to arrange travel direct 
from the USA to Rome and link up with UK pilgrims there. Alternatively, people could travel to 
London, linking up with other pilgrims there. If interested, in principle, just e-mail 
info@sohomasses.com with any preferences travel. Once we know the level of interest, we 
can update with details of costs etc. 

UPDATE  - we currently have 14 people interested in taking part, from the UK and USA. The 
Domus Carmelitana has twin room availability, with the possibility of single room for 
additional supplement, for the period we’re proposing. If you haven’t registered interest - 
please do so now - More details later.
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                                                              Domus Carmelitana

                                       

                                
                                                  Castel Sant’ Angelo


