
Homily For The 14th Sunday, Year B - July 5th 2009 Fr Peter Webb 

 
There is a book of daily scripture readings I keep by my bed called ‘God is Out’, by 
Chris Glaser.  It may seem strange to many that scripture could sit comfortably with us 
but it can be seen through our eyes, or, rather, it speaks to our sensibilities as well.  So 
with the Gospel of today, a prophet not recognised by his own people. 
  
I understand prophecy not as foretelling the future but in the sense that it is to do with 
words and actions for today with implications for the future or awaiting vindication in the 
future.  This weekend,  Pride London weekend, is a kind of prophecy; not, perhaps, in 
its more outlandish manifestations but certainly in our gathering here from many parts.  
We prophecy and we know too well the recognition we fail to receive from many of our 
own people.  But prophecy will find its meaning in time to come. 
  
St Paul, today, speaks of the thorn in his side and among various interpretations is that 
it may have been a difficult member of the congregation at Corinth.  But Paul gets his 
strength through his weakness and is happy to bear with it knowing that resolution will 
be God’s work. 
  
All this reminds me of a passage from St Peter in his first letter (1:15).  I have always 
imagined it being addressed to convert women who are wondering how they should 
witness to their families and acquaintances.  ‘Simply reverence the Lord Christ in your 
hearts and always have your answer ready for people who ask you the reason for the 
hope that you all have.  But give it with courtesy and respect and a clear conscience…’ 
  

These are only brief thoughts on today’s readings, take home one of them.  But 
remember to make God’s Word a comfort and support for yourselves for it is addressed 
to us as well. 

 


