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Scripture:  Dt.18:15-20; Ps.95; 1Cor7:32-35; Mk:1:21-28 

 1]        These past two Sundays in the Liturgy, in this year of Mark’s Gospel, we have watched Jesus call 
his first followers to be his disciples, and to leave everything in order to do so effectively. A desire was 
placed in their hearts, which they recognised and acted upon.  Vocation, calling, always begins with 
desires. We’ve had, therefore, from the Gospel of Mark, a degree of preparation for what’s involved in 
this discipleship, this following of Jesus. This weekend’s liturgy presents us with an early instance of 
Jesus in the thick of his ministry, already on the move, already making a “deep impression”, already 
encountering demons. Mark’s Gospel story had begun abruptly; there is no Christmas story in Mark’s 
Gospel, no infancy narrative. Jesus had hit the ground running in Mark; he had wasted no time in calling 
his first collaborators and getting on with the work… we get comparatively little teaching of Jesus in 
Mark, compared to the other three gospels, but what we do get is striking in its newness and its 
authority. We get more action than words from Mark’s Jesus. This Jesus is a miracle worker who heals 
the sick, who appears to have power over natural phenomena (even death itself), who is able to 
confront and overcome demons. Throughout,  the narrative identifies Jesus as the Son of God and he is 
so named at the very beginning of the Gospel (1.1), at the moment of his death (15:39) and here today, 
at Capernaum; correctly recognised by the unclean Spirit.  This unclean Spirit gets it right first time 
because it realises that its number is up; the arrival of Jesus in human history means the beginning of 
the demise of evil: “What do you have to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?” 
But there is always the context of the Cross in this Gospel: one writer refers to Mark as “the passion 
story with an extended introduction” (Harrington). It’s essential, if you’re going to understand Jesus 
properly, says Mark, always to think of him as the suffering Messiah who dies on the Cross. For those 
who were and are called, those who went with him in today’s story “as far as Capernaum”, his teaching 
will make a “deep impression” but they were and will be always confronted by this same Cross in their 
own attempts at discipleship. 

 2]         We believe that the call to discipleship goes out to all the baptised, not just the people in the 
Gospel; and our hearing of this particular call to discipleship which goes out to us precisely in the issue 
of justice and respect for all human beings, without regard to race, faith,  gender, sexual orientation, 
political allegiance.  The good desires that God places in our hearts can be suffocated. For just like the 
call of Jesus can be ignored, the demands of justice can be ignored too; but, ignored or not, the call of 
Christ doesn’t go away and the demand to act with justice doesn’t go away either. Each can be an 
exciting opportunity . . . or can be an irritating nuisance. But neither the call of Christ nor the demand 
for justice will ever go away. And as in so many other areas of the Christian life, the strong temptation is 
to consider that one can fulfil all of one’s religious duties by going to Church; by saying one’s prayers 
and, receiving the sacraments regularly, by letting someone else do all the thinking for me; just keep 
checking on how things are between me and Jesus, and everything else will take care of itself. But that 
can’t ever be all there is to the Christian life and, according to the words of Jesus himself, most certainly 
will not be what we are judged on. It has come right into the middle of our gathering here for Eucharist. 
It’s as if some of the people you see begging on Shaftesbury Avenue & Piccadilly Circus have come along 
this evening and are sitting among us. An awkward issue, maybe even an annoying nuisance, but it 
won’t go away.  

  



3]          This happened to Jesus too. The story once more: it’s the beginning of his ministry and He had 
just been teaching in the Synagogue where he had made a deep impression on the folks listening to him. 
But a nuisance of a man suddenly popped up in the midst of the liturgy, and it’s easy to imagine the 
embarrassment this would have caused, this man with an annoying manner, with an annoying spirit in 
him. Jesus commanded the spirit to come out of the man and so it did, to the amazement of all. He 
solved this guy’s problems, by the very same power and authority that had so impressed his listeners a 
few moments earlier. He knew what he was about, and people spotted this; unlike the conventional 
ministers, the scribes, who were interested only in correct observance of the liturgy and in doing things 
to the letter. Jesus had not finished teaching when his sermon had ended; no, he kept on teaching by his 
actions, by his example. Jesus engaged with this fellow; Jesus did not wish that he would go away but 
healed him, there and then, on the spot. Moses, in the first reading, had told his people never to be 
frightened by the presence of God and Paul in the Second Reading longed for his people to be free of all 
worry. The people in this story who saw God’s power happening before their eyes were not frightened, 
but amazed. An outsider, an awkward nuisance of a case, has come in, right in the middle of the Liturgy. 
Jesus has not only engaged with him but healed him. You and I will find our encounters with our non-
Catholic friends rather more difficult this week owing to the news about the holocaust denier Bishop 
and, today, about the appointment of a Bishop in Austria who is alleged to have said horrid things about 
Hurricane Katrina being divine retribution for sinfulness in the Church, the BBC reported that by this he 
meant where the Church had welcomed, and not judged, gay people. Our living this week as followers of 
Christ has just been made that bit more difficult. Fear and anxiety would be understandable but “Harden 
not your hearts”, as we sung in the Psalm. Saint Ignatius of Loyola always encourages you, in the 
Spiritual Exercises, to get in touch with the desires and sift them out, the creative from the destructive, 
the life-giving from the deadening. We can go further, the saint advises: also to ask for good desires, to 
beg God to place great desires in our hearts that lead us to creativity, to holiness, to wholeness as 
people and as followers of Christ. Those desires are where our vocations to be followers of Christ begin. 
Today we gather around the table of the One who confronted those demons. Our desire to follow Him 
and our willingness to share His Cross will tell us what to do. Trust that the desires he has placed in our 
hearts will lead us to become the kind of people God wants us to be. 


