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The man in the story, the man born blind, seemed to be a problem for everyone. 

  

For the disciples of Jesus he was a theological problem:  “Rabbi, who sinned – this man or his 

parents – so that he was born blind”.   Someone had to be at fault. 

  

Jesus made mud and put it on his eyes and sent him to wash.   After he could see he became a 

problem for his neighbours.   They could not agree if he was the blind man that used to sit and 

beg or if he only looked like the man.   The neighbours took him to the Pharisees. 

  

It happened that it was a Sabbath day when Jesus opened the man’s eyes and this was a problem 

for Pharisees.   Some thought that this could not be a genuine miracle because it was performed 

on the Sabbath, though others conceded that only someone from God could open the eyes of a 

man born blind. 

  

The Pharisees bring the man’s parents into the story.   They confirm that indeed he is their son, 

that indeed he was born blind.   However, how he can now see, they do not know.   They throw 

the onus back onto their son: “Ask him, he’s old enough!” 

  

So the man born blind is a problem for everyone:  the disciples, the neighbours, the Pharisees 

and even his parents disown him. 

  

Interestingly, John spends a whole chapter on this man, but nowhere does he record his name.   

He is always referred to by his problem:  he is “the man born blind”. 

  

There is, however, one person for whom he is not a problem.  Jesus sees him as an opportunity:  

“He was born blind so that the works of God might be displayed in him”.   Jesus would have 

known his name.   He made the paste of mud and put it on his eyes and sent him to wash so that 

he could see again.   After everyone else had rejected him, it was Jesus who came to look for him 

and it was to him that Jesus revealed his true identity. 

  

Jesus was concerned not just with the man born blind.   Curing him was the simple part.   He 

wanted to remove the veil of prejudice from the eyes of those who judged and condemned him.   

Through the story, their spiritual blindness comes to light. 

  

Who are the “problems” of our society today?   Asylum seekers:  “They come over here to take 

our jobs and our houses”.   The Unemployed:  “They could work if they wanted too – they are 

just too lazy”.   Muslims: “They won’t be happy until they have converted our country into an 

Islamic state”. 

  

Jesus is still at work laying bare our negative perceptions of these people, who we condemn 

without even knowing their names. 

  



For some in our Church, gay and lesbian people are the “problem” that they wish would just go 

away.   Gay people are confronted with terms like “intrinsically disordered”, and they are told 

that their love can never be procreative.   

  

Jesus came to uncover all our prejudices.   He knows each one of us by name and wishes to 

reveal his true self to us.   For Jesus we are not a problem.   Why is this man gay, this woman 

lesbian?   It is so that God’s works can be displayed in them. 

  


