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Look!  There is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world” 

  

With these words, John the Baptist greets his cousin Jesus at the beginning of his public 

ministry.   What did John mean when he called Jesus the “Lamb of God” and what are the “sins” 

that are taken away?   Unfortunately these terms are now so heavily overladen with theological 

significance that it’s difficult to guess at John’s original meaning.   Today I hope to roll the clock 

back a little bit so that we can see these terms in a new light. 

  

When we think of “Lamb of God” we might think of the Passover lamb that was sacrificed in 

memory of the night the people of Israel escaped from their captivity in Egypt.   The blood of the 

slaughtered lamb was smeared on the door posts so that the “angel of death” would pass over this 

household and that the first born would be spared. John the Baptist may have been saying that 

Jesus is like this lamb to be sacrificed to protect his chosen ones from harm. 

  

Alternatively we might think of the “scapegoat” of the day of atonement celebrations who was 

loaded up with all of the sins of the people by the high priest and sent off into the desert to 

wander and die.   In this way, the people’s sins were removed from the community and with 

them the punishment that they merited. 

  

If it had been the case that John the Evangelist had had John the Baptist make his declaration 

before the passion story, then we would be more inclined to plump for one or other of these 

interpretations of what he meant by “Lamb of God”.  Unfortunately, John the Baptist is beheaded 

by Herod long before Jesus reaches his passion.   Speaking three years earlier, at the beginning 

of his public ministry, we are entitled to seek an interpretation of “Lamb of God” that includes 

the whole of Jesus public ministry.    

  

John the Evangelist discloses the true identity of Jesus in and through the seven signs which 

Jesus performs at regular intervals throughout the Gospel.   I feel that we are entitled, therefore, 

to look at these signs afresh and ask ourselves two questions.   How does this sign reveal Jesus 

and the “Lamb of God” and, through this sign, what “sin” is being taken away. 

  

The first sign is the story at Cana in Galilee where, at the request of his mother, Jesus changes 

the water into wine.   Jesus shows himself to be someone who is sensitive and compassionate and 

who wishes to spare the newly weds embarrassment on their “big” day.   The 6 large stone water 

jars were not just turned into any old sort of run  wine, but the very best wine the steward had 

ever tasted.   What sin was being taken away?   The shame the couple would have felt was 

removed and Jesus’ identity was revealed. 

  

The second sign is the healing of the court official’s son, done remotely, without Jesus even 

seeing the boy.   Jesus is so impressed with the man’s faith that he says the word and the boy is 

healed.   Jesus is shown to be the one with authority and the sin that is taken away is sickness and 

unbelief. 

  



The third sign involves a cripple who spends his days by a pool next to the portico of Solomon.   

There is a superstition that the first sick person into the pool “after the waters have been 

disturbed” is healed.   There is always a mad scramble, and because he has no one to help him, 

our paralysed man is left behind.   Jesus heals him without the need for him to get into the pool.   

He shows he is superior to superstition and the “sin” that is taken away is torpor and a failure of 

solidarity with those in need. 

  

Sign four is the feeding of the five thousand.   The crowds are provided with both physical and 

spiritual food and what is taken away is the scandal of hunger.  

  

Closely following this, the fifth sign has Jesus walk on the water towards his terrified disciples 

who are in a boat far out on the lake.   Once they are sure it is Jesus, and not some ghost, they 

take him into the boat.   The Lamb of God is a real human being and the sin he takes away is 

fear. 

  

The sixth sign is the story of the blind man who Jesus heals by making a paste of mud and 

placing it on the man’s eyes.   After he washes in a pool he can see again.   The disciples had 

asked the cause of his blindness – was it through his own fault that he was blind?  His cure, 

however, is only the beginning of the man’s worries.   The authorities give him a hard time and 

even his parents are called into the story.   Here blindness and ignorance of the origins of human 

misfortune are swept away by the lamb who wishes to challenge beliefs and assumptions. 

  

The seventh and final sign is the raising of Lazarus from the dead.   In a very dramatic way, 

Jesus is able to give him back to his grieving sisters.   The lamb, who is shown openly weeping 

by the graveside, has power over life and death and takes away grief and a sense of hopelessness. 

  

Thus, through these seven signs of John’s gospel, we get an insight into what sort of “Lamb of 

God” the Evangelist has the Baptist proclaim and, even more interestingly, what sort of sins he 

removes:  shame, unbelief, ignorance, superstition, hunger, fear and grief.   More astonishingly, 

not one single sin removed is a sexual sin. 

  

John the evangelist does, however, include the story of the woman caught in adultery, which we 

do not find in the other gospels.   The trembling woman is brought before Jesus by a murderous 

mob baying for her blood (as they were entitled to according to the law of Moses).   Jesus stoops 

to write on the ground, and the angry men drop their stones and go away one at a time, starting 

with the eldest.   When Jesus is alone with the woman he does not condemn her but sends her 

away with instructions to “sin no more”.   Certainly her sins of sexual impropriety are taken 

away, but, perhaps even more importantly, so to is the lust for vengeance of the unruly mob. 

  

In each Eucharist the priest holds up the consecrated host and proclaims the same words as the 

Baptist when he pointed out Jesus to his own disciples:  “Look, here is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sins of the world”.   Perhaps, in our Eucharist today we can have a better insight 

into who this Lamb of God really is and what sort of sins he is interested in removing from the 

midst of our lives. 


