
Relationships & Dialogue 



What happens if we focus on 
the 
  

'between'? 
The relationship between ... 
The dialogue between ... 



I-thou 
I-it 

Bringing relating and dialogue 
together 



Dia-logue 
The word between us 



When we think together, we think more deeply 
(Vygotsky) 

 
Dialogue influences our view of the world 

(Buber) 
 

Contemplative thinking is 'when thoughts find 
us' (Heidegger) 



Being 'in' dialogue 
 

Being 'in' a dialogic space 
 

Being 'in' a space for dialogue 
Making space for dia-logue 



What makes a fire burn 
is space between the logs, 
a breathing space. 
Too much of a good thing, 
too many logs 
packed in too tight 
can douse the flames 
almost as surely 
as a pail of water would. 
 
So building fires 
requires attention 
to the spaces in between 
as much as to the wood. 
  
 
 
  
(Brown, 2000, cited in Giles, 2008, p. 
149) 

When we are able to build 
open spaces 
in the same way 
we have learned 
to pile on the logs, 
then we can come to see how 
it is fuel, and absence of the fuel 
together, that makes fire possible. 
  
We need only to lay a log 
lightly from time to time. 
A fire grows 
simply because the space is there, 
with openings 
in which the flame 
that knows just how it wants to burn 
can find its way. 



‘Our between’ 
When our ‘between’ matters to you, you show it 

You seem to ignore the label of my role, seeing me as a person, a fellow being. 

As you do, I notice our ‘like-ness’, not our difference, 

we are of the same kind, like-with beings together in the world. 
  

When our ‘between’ doesn’t matter to you, you show it 

I am held within a label to you, an ‘object’ in your way. 

You make me separate from you, beings that must be broken relationally 

As such, I must hide for a safer day and safer travellers. 
  

When our ‘between’ is indifferent to you, you show it 

Who am I to you? Why will you not sustain your attention on me? 

I wonder at my place and the safety of our space, 

for the time being, I must be attentive to messages beyond indifference. 
  

(Giles, 2008, pp. 111, 113, 116) 



"to be human is to 
relate; to relate is 

be in dialogue" 
 


