
Welcome to this district-wide dialogue for the Los Angeles Unified School District 
around the topic of the Common Core State Standards.  



(insert after Slide 1)

This is the first of a series of four modules designed to provide an awareness and overview of the 
Common Core State Standards in preparation for district-wide implementation by 2014.

This on-going district-wide dialogue will focus on developing an understanding of the Common Core 
State Standards for Mathematics, English Language Arts, and Literacy in History/Social Studies, 
Science, and Technical Subjects.

We will do that through a series of professional development modules that will cover the following 
topics:

Introduction to the Common Core State Standards: This module will provide schools with an 
overview of the Common Core and LAUSDs plan for implementation.

Instructional Shifts: The second module will provide schools with an understanding of the shifts 
required in Mathematics and ELA

Structure of the Standards: In the third module, schools will gain an understanding of how the 
standards are organized and structured

Assessments: With the final module, schools will be provided with an overview of how Common 
Core State Standards will be assessed.



In today’s session, we will be learning about:

The Los Angeles Unified School District’s plan for implementation

The development process for the Common Core State Standards 

The structure and purpose of the Common Core State Standards

The implications for teaching and learning in all content areas 



By 2014-2015, through continued professional development opportunities,   
teachers will have a deep understanding of the content called for in the Common 
Core State Standards and the corresponding pedagogical knowledge.
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The initial implementation for this transitional process will be as follows:

Fly in each bullet and read each as it comes in.

Spring 2012: 

Build awareness of the Common Core State Standards with school site personnel 

Fall 2012:

Continued professional development for all grade levels; 

Intensive professional development for grades K,1, 6, and 9

Spring 2013: 

Implementation for grades K, 1, 6, and 9

By 2014-2015, Common Core State Standards will be implemented across all grade 
levels followed by a new assessment.
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As each statement appears, read the statement on the screen. 

The CCSS are a critical element in bringing about real and meaningful 
transformation of our national educational system to benefit each student in every 
classroom.

The CCSS help define the knowledge and skills all students need to succeed in 
college and careers.

Expectations will be consistent for all students across the nation.

After all three bullets are flown in, read the following paragraph.

The Common Core State Standards are a starting point for transforming the way we 
practice the art of teaching, how we build stronger conversations among teachers, 
grade levels, curricular departments, schools, districts, and states.
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The development of the Common Core State Standards has been a huge effort to build cohesion among states in the area of 
student learning expectations.  

Fly in bullet #1: CCSS is a state-led movement initiated through the National Governors Association and the Council of Chief 
State School Officers

This has been a state-led movement through the National Governors Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers

As education is a state’s right and responsibility, this effort has been a state-lead endeavor rather than a federal mandate.  
Each of the 46 states that have currently adopted these Common Standards did so voluntarily.

Fly in bullet #2:  The Common Core State Standards were designed by a diverse group of teachers, professionals, organizations, 
parents, and school administrators to provide a clear and consistent framework to prepare our children for college and the 
workforce.

The creation of these standards has been a unified effort on the part of educators, community members, and professional 
organizations.

Fly in bullet #3: CCSS developers worked to establish cohesion and a single lens to measure progress and achievement.

The Common Core State Standards takes dozens of different sets of expectations and brings them into one unified framework. 
Many of these expectations are not necessarily new, but have been developed in different places or different times. 

The standards are benchmarked to international standards to guarantee that our students are competitive in the emerging 
global marketplace.
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Take a moment to read these three bullet points (Pause 8 seconds)

The Common Core State Standards are not a curriculum.  Each state has the 
freedom to select their own curriculum that reflects this common set of standards.  
For example, the current adopted LAUSD curricula, across all grade levels, will 
remain in place and be used to support the CCSS.

There are a variety of ways that the standards can be taught and can be used to 
successfully engage students in the learning required by these standards.

Fly in last bullet, pause for 5 seconds

The Common Core State Standards are a floor rather than a ceiling, of what 
students will need to know and be able to do in order to be successful in college 
and in their future career.
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The Common Core State Standards address the following academic areas: 

• English Language Arts

• Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects

• Mathematics
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Change to slide: Change the font to something not quite so fancy; separate the “and; 
“fly in” each subject area

We are now going to examine the structure of the English Language Arts and 
Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subject Standards. As we 
review the structure, we will be highlighting the vital role that literacy skills play in 
ALL academic disciplines.



The Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects are comprised of a set of 
anchor standards. The corresponding grade-specific standards that are organized 
around 4 strands:

•Reading 

•Writing

•Listening and Speaking

•Language

These four elements of literacy are designed to be an integrated approach to 
literacy development, with each strand closely connected.  For example, students 
are consistently asked to write and speak about what they have read.

For grades 6-12, the standards for literacy in history/social studies, science, and 
technical subjects provide additional specificity for the application of reading and 
writing skills to subject area content.  In lower grades, these skills are integrated 
into the reading and writing strands.



The College and Career Readiness Standards anchor the document and define 
general, and cross-disciplinary literacy expectation that must be met for students to 
be prepared to enter college and the workforce ready to succeed. 

Each literacy strand has the same number of standards in the grade specific 
document as is represented in the anchor standards.  For example, there are 10 
Reading Anchor Standards, and there are 10 grade-specific reading standards in 
each grade band.  The same is true for writing- 10 anchors and 10 writing standards 
at each grade level.  Listening and speaking, and language, only containing 6 
anchors each and 6 grade specific standards, are only applicable in ELA instruction.

The K-12 anchor standards are the same throughout all grade levels. They are the 
foundation for all literacy standards. 
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(Insert before first reading sample slide with blue arrow.)

With a partner, discuss the progressions of learning you see for this reading anchor 
standard.

Pause the session here and resume it after your brief discussion.



This is the first Anchor Standard in Reading.

The focus of the Anchor Standard is to gain information specifically from the text.  
It asks the student “what did the author say?”  The Anchor is exactly the same in 
Kindergarten as it is in 11/12th grades.  But how it is exemplified in each grade level 
is to be noted. The significant difference is how it is expressed and the cognitive 
demand at various grade levels.
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Correct slide to have Reading and Writing in first bullet

Pause for 7 seconds while participants read the first bullet

The CCSS Standards set requirements for not only English Language Arts, but also 
for literacy in history/social studies, science and technical subjects.  The Standards 
specify the literacy skills and understandings required for college and career 
readiness in multiple disciplines.  Literacy standards for grade 6 and above are 
predicated on teachers of history/social studies, science, and technical subjects 
using their content area expertise to help students meet the particular challenges 
of reading and writing in their respective fields.  

Pause for fly in of second bullet.

It is important to note that the 6-12 literacy standards are not meant to replace 
content standards in those areas but rather to supplement them.



Here again is the first Anchor Standard in Reading. 

The standard on the left shows how the standard is constructed for literacy 
instruction in a History/Soc. Studies class for 6-8th grade.  On the right the same 
standard is constructed for a History/Soc. Studies 11-12th grade class.
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How will the Anchor Standards shape our  teaching in English Language Arts and all 
content areas?  

Please take a few minutes to review the Anchor Standards that have been 
distributed.  

Pause the session here and resume it after your discussion.
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Change slide to a “blackboard” design just like the title ELA slide

As seen earlier in this presentation, ELA has overarching K-12 anchor standards 
with grade specific content standards.

Mathematics, in much the same way, has overarching K-12 practice standards with 
grade specific standards. 

The Common Core State Standards for mathematics are composed of eight 
Standards for Mathematical Practice and Standards for K-12 Mathematical Content.  



Studies of mathematics education in high-performing countries have shown that 
the mathematical topics taught at specific grade levels are  focused and coherent. 
In looking at this table, you will see the topics progressing on a diagonal. Also 
notice that not every topic is taught at every grade level.

Pause for 15 seconds.
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In comparison, the United States shows a redundancy in topic placement. In 
looking at this table, the topics progress in a vertical pattern. Many topics are 
continually repeated throughout the grade progression. 

Pause for 15 seconds.
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The Common Core mathematics standards are designed to stress conceptual 
understanding of fewer key ideas per grade level. This focused teaching on 
research-based learning progressions will result in deeper mathematical 
knowledge, skill, and understanding.

Pause for 10 seconds
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The structure of the mathematics standards are as follows:

Fly in bullets as they are read:

8 Standards for Mathematical Practice that go across K-12.

Grades K – 8 have grade-level specific standards similar to the CA Standards.

High School Standards are listed in conceptual categories.  (e.g., Functions, Number & Quantity) 

The Standards for Mathematical Practice describe ways in which students need to engage with the content as 
they grow in mathematical maturity and expertise throughout the elementary, middle, and high school years.

According to the National Research Council, “Mathematics experiences in early childhood settings should 
concentrate on: 1) number (which includes whole number, operations, and relations) and 2) geometry, spatial 
relations, and measurement, with more mathematics learning time devoted to number that to other topics.  
Mathematical process goals should be integrated in these content areas.”

In short, a strong understanding of mathematics effectively allows a student to engage in the learning and 
practice of mathematics.  
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These eight standards describe a variety of expertise that mathematics teachers at all levels need 
to develop in their students.

The Eight Standards for Mathematical Practice describe the habits of mind students should be 
developing in their approach to working with mathematical concepts and problems. 

An emphasis for mathematics will be the focus on these practice standards that foster reasoning 
and sense-making in mathematics. Across all grade levels they focus on getting students to think 
and act like a mathematician.  

Fly in all the practices at the same time. Highlight each practice as it is read.

Pause between the reading of each practice.

These eight practices are:

Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

Reason abstractly and qualitatively.

Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.

Model with mathematics.

Use appropriate tools strategically.

Attend to precision.

Look for and make use of structure.

Look for and express regularly in repeated reasoning.
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The eight mathematical practices  go across all grade levels. Take a moment to read 
Mathematical Practice Three and the content standards for grade one and grade 
eight. 

Pause 15 seconds.

The Mathematical Practices are the expertise we want to develop in the students as 
they learn and master the grade level content standards.
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Under the CCSS there are standards for eighth grade mathematics. 

Currently California has designated Algebra 1 as the 8th grade course.  With the 
adoption of the CCSS in September 2010, California adopted standards for grade 8th.

As California embarks on the writing of the new Math Framework around the CCSS, 
the decision of which course, 8th grade Mathematics or the requirement of Algebra 
I at the 8th grade,  is currently under discussion.



The Common Core State Standards for high school mathematics are organized into six conceptual 
categories rather than courses.  Conceptual categories portray a coherent view of high school 
mathematics.  

In addition to the 6 categories to be used nationwide, California also has included two additional 
categories: Advanced Placement Probability and Statistics and Calculus.

It is important to understand that these conceptual categories are not actual mathematics 
courses, even though several of them have familiar course names, such as geometry and algebra. 

Rather, the categories are a collection of standards that have been grouped together based on 
the conceptual understanding developed.

A way to think about these conceptual categories is to liken them to a collection of ingredients.  
From these ingredients a mathematics course can be put together.

For example, to create an Algebra I course, standards could be taken from the Number & 
Quantity, Functions, Modeling, and Algebra categories.



What are the implications for teachers, parents, and students, to the teaching and 
learning in mathematics?

The CDE mathematics handout you have received can serve as a support to guide 
this discussion.  Please take a few minutes to review this information. Pause the 
session here and resume it after your discussion.
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The Common Core State Standards are about transforming our educational system by

• preparing students with knowledge and skills to succeed in college and career

• ensuring consistent expectations for students across the country

• providing educators, parent and students with clear, focused guideposts

• encouraging a shift in thinking—a new way to approach teaching

As we’ve seen today, the Common Core State Standards will take a collective effort in changing our 
thinking and approach to education across the country.

Standards do not work in isolation.  They need to be connected to curriculum, instructional materials, 
tailored professional development, and time for teacher collaboration.  We need the voice and expertise of 
teachers and administrators to assure this transformation has a positive impact on students.  

For many teachers and administrators, the change to Common Core represents a shift in thinking—a way 
of approaching teaching and learning that poses new challenges and new opportunities. 

The district will be providing professional development regularly across the K-12 spectrum in all core 
content areas. The next module in this series will focus on the instructional shifts in both English Language 
Arts and Mathematics.  
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Please keep this title. Do not use “Summary and Next Steps” 

The Common Core State Standards and the Teaching and Learning Framework 
compliment one another. The CCSS helps us with the “what” of teaching and the 
Teaching and Learning Framework with the “how” of teaching.  Blending these two 
District priorities will establish a common language, understanding and pathway 
leading to increased student achievement.
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Upcoming professional development modules will cover the following topics:

Instructional Shifts: This module will provide schools with an understanding of the 
shifts required in Mathematics and ELA

Structure of the Standards: In this module, schools will gain an understanding of 
how the standards are organized and structured

Assessments: In this module, schools will be provided with an overview of how 
Common Core State Standards will be assessed.
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insert hotlinks from previous slide show

We hope this first professional development module will create a frame for your 
understanding of the Common Core State Standards.  Here are some links to 
additional information and resources you are encouraged to explore.  

Additionally, you may want to watch the LAUSD-produced KLCS “The Teachers 
Hour” with episodes focusing on the CCSS.

Pause for 5 seconds

Thank you for your attention and participation in this session.

Keep this slide up for participants to go to websites listed.
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