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LAUSD Common Core Professional 

Development Series

 Introduction to the Common Core  

State Standards

 Instructional Shifts

 Structure of the Standards

 Assessments



Objectives

 The Los Angeles Unified School District’s 
plan for implementation

 The development process for the Common 
Core State Standards 

 The structure and purpose of the Common 
Core State Standards

 The implications for teaching and learning 
in all content areas 



LAUSD and the Common Core State 

Standards

By 2014-2015, through continued 
professional development opportunities,   

teachers will have a deep understanding of 
the content called for in the Common Core 

State Standards and the corresponding 
pedagogical knowledge.
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LAUSD and the Common Core State 

Standards

 Initial Implementation

 Spring 2012: 

 Build awareness of the Common Core State 
Standards with school site personnel 

 Fall 2012:  

 Continued professional development for all grade 
levels; 

 Intensive professional development for grades K, 1, 
6, and 9

 Spring 2013: 

 Implementation for grades K, 1, 6, and 9

By 2014-2015, Common Core State Standards will 
be implemented across all grade levels 5
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Common Core State Standards

 The CCSS are a critical element in bringing 
about real and meaningful transformation 
of our national educational system to 
benefit each student in every classroom.

 The CCSS help define the knowledge and 
skills all students need to succeed in 
college and careers.

 Expectations will be consistent for all 
students across the nation.
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The Development

 A state-led movement initiated through the 
National Governors Association and the Council of 
Chief State School Officers

 Designed by a diverse group of teachers, 
professionals, organizations, parents, and school 
administrators to provide a clear and consistent 
framework to prepare our children for college and 
the workforce

 CCSS developers worked to establish cohesion 
and a single lens to measure progress and 
achievement
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The CCSS do NOT provide:

 A complete curriculum with scope and sequence

 A course syllabus or pacing plan

 All the essential skills and knowledge students 
could have

The CCSS DO provide:

 An outline of the most important essential skills 
and knowledge every student needs to master to 
succeed in college and careers.
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Common Core State Standards

English Language Arts

 Literacy in History/Social Studies, 
Science, and Technical Subjects

Mathematics
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and 

LITERACY IN

HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES, 

SCIENCE, AND 

TECHNICAL SUBJECTS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
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The standards are comprised of a 
set of Anchor Standards that 
are the same across K-12 and 
organized around four strands:

•Reading

•Listening & Speaking

•Writing

•Language

The Structure
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Anchor Standards K-12

ELA 

Reading: 10 standards

Writing: 10 standards 

Listening/Speaking: 6 standards

Language: 6 standards

Content Literacy

Reading: 10 standards

Writing: 10 standards 
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Anchor Standards K-12

Using Handout #1, discuss with a partner, 
the progression of learning you see for 
this reading anchor standard from 
Kindergarten, to Grade 5, then to Grade 8, 
and finally at Grades 11-12.  
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1. Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or 
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the 
text.

Kindergarten:
1. With prompting 
and support, the 
student will ask and 
answer questions 
about key details in a 
text.

11-12th Grade:
1. Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters 
uncertain.

Sample ELA Anchor Standard for 

Reading 
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 The same Anchor Standards for 
Reading and Writing apply to the 
content areas—History/Social Studies, 
Science, and Technical Subjects

 It is important to note that the 6-12 

literacy standards are not meant to 
replace content standards in those 
areas but rather to supplement them.
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1. Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or 
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the 
text.

History/SS Grades 6-8:
1.Cite specific textual 
evidence to support 
analysis of primary and 
secondary sources.

History/SS Grades 11-12:
1.Cite specific textual 
evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details to 
an understanding of the text 
as a whole.

Sample Reading Standard for Literacy in 

History/Social Studies 6th-12th (same as ELA)
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How will the Anchor Standards shape our 
teaching in English Language Arts and all 

content areas? 

Reflect
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MATHEMATICS STANDARDS

Eight Standards for 
Mathematical Practice

Mathematical Content 
Standards K-12
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International Topic Placement
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Traditional U.S. Topic Placement
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Common Core Topic Placement
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8 Standards for Mathematical 
Practice that go across K-12

Grades K – 8 have grade-level 
specific standards similar to the CA 
Standards

High School Standards are listed in 
conceptual categories  (e.g., 
Functions, Number & Quantity) 

The Structure
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These eight standards describe a variety of expertise 
that mathematics teachers at all levels need to 
develop in their students.

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

2. Reason abstractly and qualitatively.

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of 
others.

4. Model with mathematics.

5. Use appropriate tools strategically.

6. Attend to precision.

7. Look for and make use of structure.

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.

Standards for Mathematical Practice
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Grade 1
Distinguish between 
defining attributes 
versus non-defining 
attributes; build and 
draw shapes to 
possess defining 
attributes

Grade 7
Draw geometric shapes with 
given conditions; focus on 
constructing triangles from 
three measures of angles or 
sides, noticing when the 
conditions determine a 
unique triangle, more than 
one triangle, or no triangle.

3. Construct viable arguments and 

critique the reasoning of others.

Sample Standard for Mathematical 

Practice 



Mathematics Grade 8

 Currently California has designated 
Algebra 1 as the 8th grade course.  

 With the adoption of the CCSS in 
September 2010, California adopted 
standards for grade 8th.
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Conceptual Categories

1. Number &  
Quantity

2. Algebra 

3. Functions

4. Modeling

5. Geometry

6. Statistics & 
Probability 

California Additions

1. Advanced 
Placement 
Probability and 
Statistics

2. Calculus
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Mathematical Standards for High School
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What are the implications for 
teachers, parents, and 

students, to the teaching and 
learning in mathematics?

Reflect
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The Common Core State Standards are 

about transforming our educational 
system by

 preparing students with knowledge and skills 
to succeed in college and career

 ensuring consistent expectations for students
across the country

 providing educators, parent and students with 
clear, focused guideposts

 encouraging a shift in thinking—a new way to 
approach teaching

Summary 
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Connecting the CCSS to the 

Teaching and Learning Framework

The Common Core State Standards and 
the Teaching and Learning Framework 
compliment one another. The CCSS helps 
us with the ―what‖ of teaching and the 
Teaching and Learning Framework with 
the ―how‖ of teaching.  Blending these two 
District priorities will establish a common 
language, understanding, and pathway 
leading to increased student achievement.
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Next Steps

Upcoming professional development 
modules:

 Instructional Shifts

 Structure of the Standards

 Assessments
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CCSS Resources

For further information and resources you 
may visit the following sites:

• Common core State Standards Website

• LAUSD Common Core State Standards Website

• Student Achievement Partners Website

• SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium

• Information on the Teaching and Learning Framework

• Information on the Teaching and Learning Framework

Rubrics
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