
Through your esteemed pages I would like to condemn the inhuman treatment of 
our university professor Dr Riaz Ahmed by the rangers posted at the Silver 
Jubilee Gate, of the University of Karachi. This was another example of 
continuous harassment of university teachers and students by rangers deployed 
at the university campus and other educational institutions. What has happened 
is a matter of great shame for the state as well as the whole society.

Meherban Karim

University of Karachi

(2)

The rangers’ brutal attack on Dr Riaz Ahmed within the premises of Karachi 
University on March 31 must be condemned in the strongest terms. The role 
played by the rangers at Karachi University in the past has never been 
appreciable. In the rangers’ presence at the university, mobile phones are 
snatched, students are harassed and fights take place regularly between 
different student groups. Harassment of female students at the hands of the 
rangers’ personnel is also a matter of serious concern. In short, on-campus 
clashes have not been overcome or even reduced after the deployment of the 
rangers at Karachi University. 

In fact, the rangers are a constant burden on the budget of the university 
because they have occupied many blocks in the students’ hostel. I think there is 
no need of rangers’ deployment when the university has its own security staff 
members in abundance. The rangers must be removed from Karachi University 
and all other educational institutions as this is the only way to normalize the 
environment at university campuses.

Tufail Ahmed

University of Karachi

Attack on KU professor

Dr Riaz Ahmed, a professor at Karachi University, was severely beaten up on 
March 31 by the rangers’ personnel within the KU premises. Newspaper reports 
say there was a fight between student groups going on at the university on 
Monday evening and all the gates were locked. The rangers were in hiding as 



usual. 

By 5 pm Dr Riaz decided to leave for home. He reached the main (Silver 
Jubilee) gate of the university, and told the rangers’ personnel there to open the 
gate so that he could leave. He’s a teacher and thus has the right to get the 
gates opened. The rangers’ personnel got abusive, they pulled Dr Riaz out of his 
car and started beating him up with the butts of their rifles and sticks. They 
kicked him with their boots as well. Please note that Dr Riaz was absolutely 
unarmed. Students who tried to protect Dr Riaz bled as well. He’s out of shape 
right now. 

The rangers have gone too far now. They’ve taken up space inside educational 
institutes for no reason whatsoever —  they don’t protect these institutes, they 
don’t stop hooligans, they don’t do anything at all —  I know because I studied at 
Karachi University. It is high time these elements were from the premises of our 
educational institutions. They’re not welcome there anymore. 

I condemn the treatment meted out to Dr Riaz and demand a full-scale inquiry 
into the incident. Dr Riaz is a respected academic and activist. I stand by him 
and his family. How long will we watch silently our friends and comrades 
attacked so brutally for no reason whatsoever? Enough is enough.

Dr Awab Alvi 

Karachi

(2)

Dr Riaz Ahmed was severely manhandled recently by the personnel of the 
rangers at Silver Jubilee gate of the university. The incident happened when a 
clash was underway between two student groups inside the university. When Dr 
Riaz tried to leave the campus as per his routine at five in the evening, the 
rangers stopped his car and after an exchange of harsh words they resorted to 
brutal baton charge while abusing him. He was then taken to Aga Khan Hospital 
by some teachers and students. 

There is a lot of anger among students and teachers of Karachi University 
against the rangers. They are for a complete withdrawal of the rangers from 
Karachi University. I condemn the brutal act of the rangers and demand a 
complete and immediate withdrawal of the paramilitary forces from educational 
institutions.

S B Khan



Karachi

Assault on a teacher

The rangers beat an unarmed PhD professor black and blue within the 
boundaries of Karachi University recently. The rangers' high-ups put the blame 
for the incident on the victim, saying he 'attacked' their personnel (with what, one 
wonders) when the latter asked the professor not to leave the university because 
of an ongoing clash between rival student groups at the university. 

It is ironical that on the one hand the rangers refrained from visiting the site 
where the student groups were scuffling and on the other they found enough 
time to torture a respected faculty member for no reason. What gives these 
semiliterate personnel of the rangers the right to hit a university professor? Their 
presence on the campus has become a nuisance for the students and teachers 
alike. After this incident, it has become further clear that the rangers have failed 
to check law and order at the university and instead its personnel are promoting 
hooliganism in educational institutions.

Tooba Alam

Karachi

Sunday, April 06, 2008

Rangers' assault on KU professor

The rangers' physical violence against a university professor on the campus of 
Karachi University is most reprehensible and calls for the accountability of not 
only the soldiers who perpetrated the crime but also everyone along the line of 
command. About three years ago on May 31, 2005, the rangers in Karachi 
hauled some half a dozen youths. The victims were stripped, made to lie on the 
road with faces down as the uniformed and gun-wielding soldiers trampled over 
them with heavy boots on with a triumphant glee on their faces.

The Senate took up the matter and summoned the DG Rangers, a serving major-
general of the army, and others to appear before it. Thrice the DG Rangers was 
summoned and thrice he declined. In their written reply submitted through the 
interior ministry the rangers rubbished the incident saying it was, "worth 
mentioning that during the entire operation, none of the miscreants was severely 



injured or hospitalized".

The Senate committee refused to give up. Such things may have happened in 
Iraq inside the boundary walls of Abu Ghraib but in Pakistan it had happened in 
broad daylight and on roadside. Eventually while the rangers command lacked 
moral courage to admit to their mistake and apologize, the then interior minister 
Aftab Sherpao publicly apologized for an act that would put to shame even the 
warlords. The interior minister then also informed the Senate on behalf of the 
rangers that a "comprehensive SOP has been chalked out to educate the troops 
against excessive use of force under any circumstances except self-defence and 
to save endangered human lives".

It was also claimed that some administrative measures had been taken by the 
Sindh DG Rangers including holding of a departmental court of inquiry, posting 
to hard areas of those involved, issuance of a command communiqu» by the DG 
Rangers and education of troops through durbars, lectures and seminars to 
handle people in a dignified manner.

Three years down the line the command communiqu», the lectures and the 
durbars, if at all they were imparted and held, seem to have had no effect. Some 
heads must roll no matter how dizzy with power.

Farhatullah Babar

Ex-senator

2)

It is sad that at the start of a new era of political freedom, the paramilitary forces 
assigned at University of Karachi had the courage to beat up a professor within 
the university premises in broad daylight just because he wanted to leave the 
university premises. Being an alumnus of University of Karachi and a person 
who has lived in the city for good part of 50 years, nothing saddens the heart 
more than to see this highly perched educational institution ending up in ruins 
like this.

Having followed the highs and lows of this educational institution over the last 30 
years, it is imperative to have a strong and independent administrator.

A Irfan

Indonesia



Wednesday, April 09, 2008
Email: news.post@thenews.com.pk

Rangers' highhandedness 

This refers to the ugly incident of manhandling of a scholar of Karachi University, 
Dr Riaz Ahmed, by the rangers within the university on March 31. Dr Ahmed has 
three distinctions: first, he is one of the two academics of Karachi University 
having PhD from the prestigious Cambridge University. Second, Dr Ahmed is an 
outstanding teacher and researcher of his department, applied chemistry. Third, 
and more significant, Dr Ahmed is an untiring campaigner of human rights, 
especially 'the freedom of expression', exercised by academics.

When four of us were twice charge-sheeted and ultimately served the final 
show-cause notice for dismissal from our jobs by the army-appointed, retired 
bureaucrat, vice chancellor of Sindh University, Dr Ahmed unflinchingly stood by 
us and wrote a number of letters and organised corner meetings in our support.

When I opposed the four-year bachelors degree programme imposed by Higher 
Education Commission on the poor students of Pakistan, and was stigmatised by 
the Sindh University authorities and their stooges, Dr Ahmed stood by me. When 
Agha Nasir Hussain and his three colleagues challenged the authoritarian style 
of the retired brigadier-turned-vice chancellor of Balochistan University, who 
ultimately dismissed them, Dr Riaz Ahmed supported them in their difficult hours.

Thus, the humiliation of Dr Ahmed is the collective humiliation of the academic 
community of Pakistan. I strongly condemn it and urge the new government to 
punish the culprits and withdraw the rangers from all university campuses all 
over the country.

Dr Mehtab Ali Shah
Jamshoro

ÜFriday, April 11, 2008
Email: news.post@thenews.com.pk

Beating and burning

From Pervez Musharraf to Altaf Husain, everyone condemned the thrashing of 
Sher Afgan at the hands of a mob in Lahore the other day. But why didn't these 



champions of ethics and human rights utter a single word of condemnation when 
just a week ago, a PhD professor was tortured by rangers' personnel within the 
Karachi University premises? Is a turncoat like Sher Afgan more respectable 
than a university faculty member? Sher Afgan's episode was overplayed by the 
media as a part of a grand conspiracy to thwart the lawyers' movement.

Sher Afgan was merely roughed up by common citizens (not lawyers) and it was 
Aitzaz Ahsan and other lawyers' leaders who saved the fake constitutional 
expert from a severe public beating. There's a marked difference between 
roughing up a symbol of opportunism and torturing a university professor. Why 
didn't the president form a committee to probe the rangers' ruthless attack on Dr 
Riaz Hussain, something he promptly did after his political mouthpiece was 
beaten up by ordinary men?

The thrashing Sher Afgan suffered can best be described as a public reaction. 
Now he is playing politics by saying that the whole Mianwali closed down after 
the incident. The fact of the matter is that there are no sympathisers or 
supporters of Sher Afgan's politics in Mianwali. Had he been so popular in his 
constituency, he would not have lost the security money in the recent general 
election by bagging even less than one-eighth of the total votes cast in his 
opponent's favour. Those who forced shopkeepers to shut down markets were 
hooligans.

It is strange that sympathisers of Sher Afgan claim that the public beating was 
planned by the lawyers' leaders. But what do they say about the Karachi 
violence on Wednesday in which six lawyers, including two women, were burnt 
alive inside Tahir Plaza on main M A Jinnah Road? Was it also done by the 
lawyers' leaders too? Will the president take notice of this incident as well? The 
media is too obsessed with a few slaps and eggs and tomatoes Sher Afgan was 
pelted with in Lahore, but is apparently scared of naming the vested interests 
that planned the carnage and burnt people alive to achieve their dirty aims.

Was all the arson, violence and firing really a "public reaction" as termed by the 
leaders of a Karachi-based party? Does the public have sophisticated weapons 
and means to besiege a whole plaza on a main road of the city and set it ablaze 
completely? And since when the citizens of Karachi have become so fond of 
Sher Afgan that they would resort to killing nine innocent people, including 
women, to express their anger at his thrashing? This is all part of a conspiracy to 
derail the lawyers' movement by the presidency and its allied parties. 

The forces of status quo are bent on opposing any significant change in society. 
This is the reason the foes of yesteryear in Sindh have yet again struck a deal 
and are hell-bent on stalling the restoration of the deposed judges. The common 
people and the media should not take the present state of affairs at its face 
value.



Iffat Omar

Karachi

(2)

The recent manhandling of two prominent members of the former king's party 
was a shameful episode and is against the norms of democracy. These incidents 
will fuel a culture of political vendettas instead of reconciliation. They would also 
be counterproductive for the ruling coalition, especially the PPP, which is striving 
for harmony among all segments of society. Secondly, the lawyers' movement 
was hailed as a peaceful movement to bring about the rule of law. 

The Lahore incident involving some lawyers and Sher Afghan Niazi has hit the 
lawyers' cause badly and may affect the credibility of their struggle. These 
incidents raise many questions. In the meantime, the perpetrators of these acts 
must be punished according to the law.

Farrukh Shahzad

Australia

Attack on KU professor

The attack on Professor Dr Riaz Ahmed of University of Karachi is a sad incident 
but has not come as a surprise to me. Incidents like these have happened all 
across Pakistan. However, what is surprising for me is the attitude of the 
university officials. Initially, newspaper reports said that the rangers took 
administrative action against the perpetrators of violence against the university 
professor. Later I read that they filed an FIR against Prof Ahmed. 

Whether the rangers are going to stay or leave the university is another thing but 
one expected the Karachi university vice chancellor to condemn the rangers' act 
publicly in the strongest possible manner which unfortunately hasn't been done. 
I met the KU vice chancellor Dr Pirzada Qasim in the US when he came here for 
a mushaira. He appeared to be a good person. It is painful to note that a person 
of such bright background and great stature has not yet strongly condemned the 
rangers' assault.



Baqir Habib
Schenectady, US


