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Wanted: a civilised force 
!!THE latest twist in the ongoing episode between teachers and personnel of 
Pakistan Rangers at the University of Karachi is not only unfortunate but also 
reeks of blatant high-handedness on the part of the latter. The poor 
professor, who was beaten up by armed guards on duty over a minor incident 
on March 31, now faces a litany of charges that ironically should have been 
good enough for him to file a suit against his tormentors. The Rangers had 
initially detained two officials involved in the horrific incident, but 
imperatives of perceived institutional esteem seemed to have forced a change 
of heart and they have now lodged a four-count FIR against the professor. As 
anybody in his right frame of mind would testify, the chances are almost non-
existent of a scholarly professor, who was unarmed and alone at the time of 
the incident, using criminal force to deter a bunch of armed guards 
intoxicated with notions of being masters of all they could survey. !!Seen in the 
larger context of the presence of paramilitary force in Karachi, the episode is 
a clear indicator of why the Rangers are held in contempt by people of all 
shades and hues of opinion. The haughty demeanour of their rank and file is 
enough to put one off, to begin with. Add to it their propensity to show scant 
respect for the law and encroach on civilian property they have no right to. 
They are known to have arbitrarily taken over educational institutions and 
hostels — the Jinnah Courts is a blatant example — to base themselves 
without thinking twice about the inconvenience they are causing to others. 
Small wonder that a rational, civilised mind struggles to accept them as fellow 
human beings. The Rangers’ high command would do well to recognise that 
this approach rubs people on the wrong side and contributes to the 
unpopularity of the paramilitary force. !!The misplaced arrogance and sense of 
superiority on display might have been acceptable to the public had the 
Rangers been able to control the worsening law and order situation. But that 
has not been the case. People have been critical, and rightly so, of the 
manner in which the Rangers tend to behave every time there is a crisis in 
the metropolis; taking shelter in their dens when the trouble is at its peak, 
and returning to the scene hours later when everything stands gutted. May 
12, Oct 18, Dec 27 bear testimony to this effect. A security force that 
inspires trust and confidence is what the city needs. Till that happens, 
however, the Rangers can at least begin to take lessons in civilised behaviour 
and basic courtesy. 
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