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‘Holding the event in Milan was an 
added bonus with the shopping and 
art opportunities too good to miss. art 
Galleries remaining open until 10.30pm 
enabled me to visit after the show. “

a new addition to the show, never 
seen at the old SaCa, were seminars. 
John Ranes was the chosen speaker, and 
held 3 seminars each day. I asked John for 
his views..

“I was honoured to be the key speaker 
at this inaugural event. as this is the 
first time education has been offered at 
an Italian show, I felt obliged to create 
classes that were universal and dynamic. I 
have enjoyed great response with 20 plus 
attendees at all classes. Framers came 
from all over Europe plus Miranda Smith 
all the way from Gallery 360 in Perth W.a.

the organisers have been great to 

Glenn Munday from all States Frames 
commented..

“I had only ever heard of the SaCa 
show through Russell, so was excited to 
see what Milan would offer. there was a 
minor protest from some of the Italian 
suppliers, who chose not to support this 
new show but overall the number of ex-
hibitors was a pleasant surprise and more 
than covered any potential loss. It was 
interesting to see which way fashion in 
Europe was heading.”

and now, a framer’s view of the show, 
Miranda Smith from Gallery 360 in Perth 
said..

 “as a picture framer from the small 
australian market, it is valuable to gain 
exposure to overseas products and learn 
the methods and materials used in differ-
ent countries. It gave me an opportunity 
to view the ranges of a wide variety of 
frame manufacturers in what is arguably 
the Mecca of frames – Italy.” 

“the range of mouldings on display, 
were much broader than we typically see 
in australia. a huge range of coloured 
mouldings and a range of textile based 
mouldings are unlike anything available in 
the australian market. It was interesting 
to speak to the manufacturers of many of 
the mouldings supplied to the australian 
wholesalers, and get answers to all the 
questions I had.” 

“Prints, machinery, fittings, software 
and other items were all on display. the 
Cassese automatic Back Fixing machine 
that secures standbacks and staples or 
flexipoints into 1400 frames an hour, was 
one of the impressive pieces of framing 
equipment on display. Machinery that can 
be connected to a modem and serviced 
on-line was another innovation seen at 
the Expo.”

Focus on Milan
after 25 years the well known SaCa show 
in Bologna came to an end. this year 
it was replaced with a totally new show 
called FRaME aRt EUROPE, and moved 
to Milan.

Both exhibitors and visitors were 
surprised at how good the show was, 
and all the people I met said they were 
glad they had come. there were about 80 
exhibitors. 

Visitors from australia included Glenn 
Munday from all States Frames, tony 
Mileto from antons, Miranda Smith 
from Gallery 360 in Perth, and Harry 
Papadopoulos from Champton.

I asked some of the exhibitors for their 
views and opinions on this new show.

Rachael Booth from Colourmount “I 
found the show to be a bonzer opportu-
nity to meet old friends and make new 
contacts. Our industry needs a good in-
ternational show like this one. It was rip-
per to see Glenn Munday from all States 
Frames, our australian distributor.”

nick Roe from Rosenstiels “For a new 
show this has been an immense success. 

We have seen buyers from 28 countries 
including Harry Papadopoulos. the show 
has a certain elegance”

Joe Pires from Fletcher terry “Due to 
low expectations, it took us a while to 
decide to exhibit in Milan. But glad we 
did as the quality of the visitors surprised 
me. the venue is conveniently located, 
the organisers helpful and the number 
of exhibitors much higher than expected. 
Overall a pleasant experience, except for 
the loudspeaker announcements which 
were obnoxious” 

tony Mileto from antons “With Milan, 
the mecca of Italian fashion and design 
as its backdrop, the inaugural Frame art 
Expo was a vibrant and informative three 
days, which showcased the very best of 
the European picture framing industry. 
For antons and Bellini, the Milan Expo 
represented an excellent opportunity to 
spend quality time with a number of our 
valued suppliers in Valiani, alfamacchine 
and Morso, and to view the latest in 
European moulding design and wall dé-
cor trends.

A report from FRAME ART EUROPE

work with and will I’m sure create an even 
better show in Rome for 2012”.

there are rumours circulating that 
another company may try to resurrect 
the old SaCa show in Bologna for 2012. 
But all the exhibitors agreed that their 
first choice will be to follow aRt FaIR 
EUROPE to Rome. 

there is no way anyone wants or needs 
two shows in Italy.


