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A PRAYER FOR ALL SEASONS
God grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot
change, courage to change the things we can, and wisdom 
to know the difference.

 

  

AS BILL SEES IT, P.312

Tolerance Keeps Us Sober
"Honesty with ourselves and others gets us sober, but
it is tolerance that keeps us that way'

Experience shows that few alcoholics will long stay away
from a group just because they don't like the way it is run. 
Most return and adjust themselves to whatever conditions
they must. Some goto a diffenent group, or form a new 
one.
"In other words, once an alcoholic fully realizes that he cannot
get well alone, he will somehow find a way to get well in the
company of others. It has been that way from the beginning of 
A.A. and probably always will be so."

from: "THE BEST OF BILL"
         pages  48     

 

-----------------

    

 

continued above

HUMILITY
June 1961

     Yet I think that we should not hold this view
It is not the fault of great ideals that they are
sometimes misused and so become shallow 
excuses for guilt, rebellion, and pride. On the 
contrary, we cannot grow very much unless we
constantly try to envision what the eternal
spiritual values are. As Step Eleven of AA's
recovery program says, we "Sought through 
prayer and meditation to improve our conscious
contact with God as we understood him, praying
only for knowledge of his will for us and the pow-
er to carry that out." This surely means that we 
ought to look toward God's perfection as our 
guide rather than as a goal to be reached in any
foreseeable time.
     I'm sure, for instance, that I ought to seek out
the finest definition of humility that is possible for
me to envision. This definition doesn't have to be
absolutely perfect---I am only asked to try. Sup-
pose I choose one like this: "Perfect humility
would be a state of complete freedom from my-
self, freedom from all the claims that my defects
of character now lay so heavily upon me. Perfect 
humility would be a full willingness, in all times
and places, to find and do the will of God."
     When I meditate upon such a vision, I need
not be dismayed because I shall never attain it,

nor need I swell with presumption that one of 
these days its virtues shall all be mine.
     I only need to dwell on the vision itself, letting
it grow and ever more fill my heart. This done, I
can compare it with my last-taken personal in-
ventory. Then I get a sane and healthy idea of
where I actually stand on the Highway to Humility. 
I see that my journey toward God has scarce 
begun. As I thus get down to my right size and
statue, my self-concern and importance become 
amusing. Then faith grows that I do have a place
 on this Highway; that I can advanace upon it with 
deepening peace and conficence. Once more I 
know that God is good; that I need fear no evil. 
This is a great gift, this knowledge that I do have 
a destiny. As I continue to contemplate God's 
perfection, I discover still another joy. As a child, 
hearing my first symphony, I was lifted up into its 
indescribable harmony, though I knew little of how 
or whence it came. So today, when I listen for God's 
music of the spheres, I can now and again hear those 
divine chords by which I am told that the great 
composer loves meand that I love him.  

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=126+E.+Kilgore+Road,+Portage,+MI&hl=en&ll=42.246501,-85.578368&spn=0.008149,0.013797&sll=42.245072,-85.578623&sspn=0.008149,0.013797&t=h&z=16&iwloc=A
https://sites.google.com/site/kalamazooaameetings/
https://sites.google.com/site/kalamazooaameetings/
https://sites.google.com/site/kalamazooaameetings/
http://www.aakalamazoo.org/
mailto:kazoointergroup@gmail.com
mailto:kazoointergroup@gmail.com


Prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 

Where there is hatred let me sow love 

where there is injury, pardon 

where there is doubt, faith 

where there is despair, hope 

where there is darkness, light 

where there is sadness, joy. 

0 Divine Master grant that I 

may not so much seek to be consoled 

as to console; to be understood 

as to understand; to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned 

and it is in dying that we are born 

to eternal life. 
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"Having had a . . ." No need to spell 
out the Twelfth Step here, since you 
already know it. Worsh-p in your own way. 

Don't start now getting worked up 
aboui alt those holidayiehiptid 
Remember — "one day at a time." 

Be host to AA. friends. especially 
newcomers. Ifyou don't have a place 
where you can throw a formal parry, 
take one person to a diner and 
spring for the coffee. 

Keep your AS. telephone list with 
you all the time. If a drinking urge or 
panic comes — postpone everything 
else until you've called an A.A. 

If you have to go to a drinking party 
and can't take an A.A. with you, keep 
some candy handy. 

dr.  #711 

1.; 

Do think you have to stay late. 
Plan in advance an "important date" 
you have to keep. 

(Do 
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Enjoy the true beauty of holiday 
love and joy. Maybe you cannot give 
material gifts — but this year, you 
can give love. 

Twelve Tips on Keeping Your 
Holiday Season Sober and Joyous 
Holiday parties without liquid spirits may still seem a dreary prospect to new A.A.s. 

But many of us have enjoyed the happiest holidays of our lives sober — an idea 

we would never have dreamed of, wanted, or believed possible when drinking. 

Here are some tips for having an all-round ball without a drop of alcohol. 

 

-t4  
Line up extra A.A. activities for the 
holiday season. Arrange to take 
newcomers to meetings, answer the 
phones at a clubhouse or central 
office, speak, help with dishes, or visit 
the alcoholic ward at a hospital. 

Skip any drinking occasion yo I are 
nervous about. Remember ho v clever 
you were at excuses when drinking? 
Now put the talent to good use. No 
office party is as important as saving 
your life. 

Don't sit around brooding. Catch up 
on those books, museums, walks, 
and letters. 

Find out about the special holiday 
parties, meetings, or other celebrations 
given by groups in your area, and go. 
If you're timid, take someone newer 
than you are. 



Reminder for Financial Support

Please remember to support the Kalamazoo Central Office.

We were able to provide support for the AA meeting 
 
community by maintaining our presence at the office, during

this health crisis. Phones were answered, Zoom meeting

lists were maintained and emailed and are now tracking

meetings starting back up face to face.

Additionally, we are still financially responsible for Central

Office expenses (rent, internet, etc.). We are considering

a process of collecting donations thru the internet, but

have not completed the process, yet. So please help in

supporting the Office by mail, or by stopping by the Office. 

We are still here 9 to noon, Monday thru Friday.

 

                       MASKS  REQUIRED
 
THANK YOU!
Kalamazoo Area Intergroup           



THANK YOU  ALL FOR 
 
THE INDIVIDUAL AND 
 
GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS TO
 
THE CENTRAL OFFICE. YOUR
 
SUPPORT IS GREATLY 
 
APPRECIATED!!
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Mt the stroke of midnight you will be visited by three spirits...and if that 
doesn't work...two guys from M." 

`Sure, I'd be happy to explain some of the basic concepts of this 
program...let's start with anonymity." 

141 

From the Book ...."Take Me to Your Sponsor" 



Gmail Kalamazoo Intergroup <kazoointergroup@gmail.com> 

Fwd: 2021 State Convention 
1 message 

deborah rudisel <debi.service6529@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 24, 2020 at 1:30 PM 
Bcc: kazoointergroup@gmail.com  

Forwarded message  
From: deborah rudisel <debi.service6529@gmail.corn> 
Date: Thu, Sep 24, 2020 at 1:24 PM 
Subject: 2021 State Convention 
To: deborah rudisel <Debi.service6529@gmail.com> 

The 2021 State Convention team is looking for panel topics for the Convention. Our theme is "AA in a Time 
of Change". This is also the Theme for the 71st General Service Conference. If you have any suggestions 
for panel topics relating to Recovery, Unity and Service in a Changing World or ways to Inform 
(Communicate), Involve (Act) and Inspire (Attract), please email them to Laura J at 
"jesusgir105©hotmail.com" or text them to 231-760-0204. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve. 
Laura J 
2021 State Convention Program Chair 

In Love and Service, 
Debi R. 
Area 34 Secretary 

in Love and Service, 
Debi R. 
Area 34 Secretary 



Gmad Kalamazoo Intergroup <kazoointergroup@gmall.com> 

BTG Experience I Exexperiencias con Uniendo las Orillas I Experiences avec 
Favoriser le rapprochement 
1 message 

Groupservices <groupservices©aa.org> Tue, Oct 6, 2020 at 3:42 PM 

Web Version I Update preferences j Unsubscribe 

Alcoholics 
Anonymous',  

WWW. aa  

General Service Office of Alcoholics Anonymous, Inc. 
475 Rivesicle Drive, 11th Boor, New York, NY 10115 1 Teleptiorve: (212) 870-3400 

Dear A.A. friends, 

Warm greetings from the Treatment desk at your General Service Office, and we hope that you are doing 

well during this challenging time. We need your help. 

In today's world, alcoholics from all walks of life participate in, or are confined to many types of Treatment, 

Correctional, Medical, Therapeutic, Crisis or Community settings. They all leave that place at some point, 

but some are looking for an A.A contact to help them get involved and become a part of the A.A. 

Fellowship to maintain their sobriety on the outside. 

Would you please share your experiences with Bridging the Gap (BTG), or some type of Temporary A.A. 

Contacts, which might be included in the development of a BTG Workbook and AA Guidelines on BTG? 

If you have experience and call the temporary A.A. contacts by another name, then we want to hear from 

you too. 

Ways to pass on your experience to tf@aa.org:  

• Typing it up in an email 

• Recording a voice memo from your smart phone 

® Sharing the Audio portion from a videoconfercncc recording of local sharing (such as zoom 
meeting) 

Please send your sharing as soon as possible, or before December 15, 2020. 

Sample questions that might help to spark some sharing: 

I. Due to the pandemic, what has changed for carrying out BTG service? Have you been able to adapt 

BTG? Has it help you start BTG near you? 

2. Communication with professionals at settings — Can you share any samples that have been 

effective? 



3. How do you experience the Traditions applying to BTG service work? 

4. Does your BTG committee participation in a Group Conscience with a Central Office or Intergroup, 
General Service District or Area Committee? 

5. How do you coordinate and find Volunteers? What has worked the best for you? What has been the 
biggest challenge? Anything to avoid? 

6. Where/how do you ask for volunteers? Announcements? Flyers? Newsletters? Private Social Media 

Page? Workshops? Any samples to share? 

7. What are your suggestions'? 

8. How did you get started with a BTG committee? 

Thank-you! 

Diana Lewis, G.S.O. Staff Member 
ff@aa.org  

Estimado A.A. amigos, 

un  cordial saludo desde el despacho de Tratamiento de su Oficina de Servicios Generales, esperamos que se 

encuentre bien durante estos tiempos dificiles. Necesitamos su ayuda. 

En el mundo actual, los alcoholicos de todos los ambitos de la vida participan o estan confinados a muchos 

tipos de tratamientos, correccionales, medicos, terapeuticos, de crisis o comunitarios establecimientos. 

Todos abandonan ese lugar en algun momenta, pero algunos buscan un contacto de A.A. que les ayude a 

involucrarse y a formar parte del compalierismo de A.A. para mantener su sobriedad en el exterior. 

godria usted compartir sus experiencias con Uniendo las Orillas (Bridging the Gap (BTG)) o algun tipo de 

servicio de contactos temporales de A.A., que podrian incluirse en un libro de trabajo de BTG o pautas de 

A.A. sobre BTG? 

Si usted tiene experiencia y el servicio de contactos temporales de A.A. tiene otro nombre, tambien 

queremos saber de usted. 

Forams de transmitir su experiencia a tf@aa.org:  

• Escribiendo un correo electronic° 

Grabando un mensaje de voz desde su telefono inteligente 

Compartiendo la parte de audio de una grabacion de videoconferencia de use compartido local 

(como una reunion de zoom) 

Envie su experiencia lo antes posible o antes del l5 de diciembre de 2020. 

Ejemplos de preguntas que pueden ayudar a fomentar el intercambio de experiencias: 

I. Debido a la pandemia, i,que ha cambiado para realizar el servicio BTG? LHa podido adaptar BTG? 

i,Le ha ayudado a iniciar BTG cerca de usted? 

2. ComunicaciOn con los profesionales en los establecimientos: t,puede compartir alguna muestra que 
haya sido eficaz? 

3. i,COmo experimenta las Tradiciones que se aplican al trabajo de servicio de BTG? 



Alcoholics 
Anonymous' 

www.aa.org  

General Service Office of Alcoholics Anonymous 
475 Riverside Drive, 11th Floor New York, NY 10115 / Telephone: (212) 870-3400 

October 7, 2020 

Please direct all 
communizations to: 

P.O. Box 459 
Grand Central Station 
New York, NY 10163 
Fax: (212) 870-3003 

Dear friends and trusted servants, 

I am writing to inform you that the General Service Board has authorized a drawdown of $1.5 million 
from the Reserve Fund by A.A. World Services, Inc. to cover cash flow requirements in the 4th quarter 
of 2020. 

Note: This will put the Reserve Fund balance at approximately $13.1 million, which reflects a level of 
approximately 7.8 months of office operating expenses. (The Reserve Fund calculation is based on 
recent actual operating expenses.) 

Evaluating the finances and cash flow, even with the continued increase in Seventh Tradition 
contributions, we still expect a decrease in income from last year of more than $2 million, which 
creates this immediate cash flow pressure. 

Previously, in May, A.A.W.S. drew down $3 million to address the sudden emergency situation related 
to the severe drop in revenue we saw in March and April. Also, over the summer we refunded nearly 
$4 million for 2020 International Convention registrations. 

Note: We received $972,000 as an advance against our International Convention insurance claim to 
recover lost income, and we expect the balance of the claim to be paid out very soon. 

Since May—through September—the groups have responded with breathtaking generosity in their 
Seventh Tradition contributions, which have ensured continuation of services to the Fellowship. For 
six months (March through August), our publishing revenue was well below budgeted levels, but 
September saw a positive uptick in literature sales. Not a trend yet, but very encouraging. We have 
cut expenses in as many key areas as possible, without affecting quality of literature production or 
delivery of services. 

The office presented a reforecast 2020 budget to the Board in August, and we are constantly updating 
and reporting financial results to the trusted servants with fiduciary responsibility for the operating 
corporation. We have begun work on the 2021 operating budget, with three quarters of 2020 actual 
results now available. 

And, at the direction of the Board, we wanted to share this latest information with you. 

Sincerely yours, in service to A.A., 

G. Gregory Tobin 
General Manager 



Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

WW  ma a. org  
Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, inc. 
475 Riverside Drive, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10115 / Telephone: (212) 870-3400 

Please direct all 
communications to; 
RO. Box 459 
Grand Central Station 
New York, NY 10163 
Fax: (212) 870-3003 

October 22, 2020 

Dear Trustees, Directors and GSO and GV employees, 

There is an unprecedented amount of change going on in the office as we adapt to the 
economic and social upheaval brought on by the pandemic by practicing our principles. 

Fortunately, Greg T. as our General Manager has led us through the necessary modernizing of 
the office and GSO services during the last five years. The changes he has spearheaded have 
been warmly welcomed by the Fellowship, based on their continued and record setting 7th 
Tradition support in each of the past four years, support that helps GSO continue to put the 
message and hand of A.A. out there, where it is so desperately needed. 

As we are now emerging from this transition period, it is time to look forward to who will 
navigate the General Service Office through our next chapter. We are now beginning a search 
for a new General Manager as Greg T. is expected to leave us effective February 1, 2021. 

I have appointed Jimmy D., SW Regional Trustee and AAWS director to chair the search 
committee. 

We believe we are ready to face our future with resilience and gratitude, thanks to the legacy 
that Greg has left behind. Please continue to help each other, and Greg, as we meet the 
challenges ahead. 

Yours in Service, 

Michele G. Beau B. 

Chair of the General Service Board Chair of Alcoholics Anonymous World Services 





INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN'S 
CONFERENCE 

(https:ainternationalwomensconference.orgL) 

REGISTER FOR VIRTUAL 2021 (HTTPS://INTERNATIONALWOMENSCONFERENCE.ORG/REGISTER/)  

IMPORTANT UPDATE - THE 57TH INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE WILL BE VIRTUAL - READ MORE 
(H7TPS://INTERNATIONALWOMENSCONFERENCE.ORG/#2021-UPDATE)  

57TH  INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 

VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 

HOSTED BY CHARLOTTE NC, FEBRUARY 18TH  - 215T, 2021 

REGISTRATION IS FREE BUT REQUIRED. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME. 

REGISTER NOW (HTTPS://INTERNATIONALWOMENSCONFERENCE.ORG/REGISTER/)  



N A T I O N A L and L O C A L  E V E N T S
If your group has something for the Listings, please email to us the information including any

website links, PDF fliers, or other pertinent information. Local events are highlighted

 

Grapevine Daily
Quote*

 “God As We Understand Him:

The Dilemma of No Faith”

Bill W., April 1961

“The phrase 'God as we understand
him' is perhaps the most important

expression to be found in our
whole AA vocabulary. Within the
Compass of these five significant
words there can be included every
kind and degree of faith, together
with the positive assurance that
each of us may choose his own.”

From The Language of the Heart

 *Grapevine Daily Quote
is a book (GV32) made of

selections from other
AAGrapevine literature. 

  Three Rivers
 *     2nd Sunday 7 pm.

         

Otsego Alano Club 
2nd Friday 7pm.

Unity Service Recovery
 
*

4th Thursday of the Month

Speaker Meetings

*The names of these
speakers have  not been

provided to this newsletter. 
 

One Day At A Time *
Last Friday of each month 7pm

Kalamazoo Alano Club
 Every Saturday 7 pm.

The Central Office is operated by the Trusted Servants that your Group elects to the Kalamazoo Area Intergroup,
Inc., to help the individual groups in their Primary Purpose —to carry the message.

Thank You to the Groups and the many individuals who contribute toward funding these operations. 
HAS YOUR GROUP CONTRIBUTED LATELY?

35th Annual Indiana Conference
of Young People in AA

September 30, October 1&2, 2016

www.incypaa.com
Phone: 574.234.2000
South Bend Indiana

2016 Michigan Women's Conference
Lewiston, Michigan

October 7-9
Kathy E. 616.772.2664

When anyone, anywhere,
reaches out for help, I want
the hand of A.A. always to be
there.
And for that: I am responsible.

I am responsible....

    

There is a Solution AA*
3rd Sundays @ 5pm 

Please review the 
Enclosed event fliers
for the latest AA events.

New Meetings/Changes

Kalamazoo Central Office and
Kalamazoo Intergroup would
like thank all of our Volunteers
this year and look forward to your
dedication and paricipation in the 
year 2020.

Next District 4 
meeting. 12/06/2020
 At 5pm. Face to Face
 and Zoom meetings for 
 foreseeable future
  ID:  615 213 8286
  PW:  District

Zoom Meeting
ID:  838 6961 7926
 PW:  49001

Eastwood will be only meeting
on Saturdays @ 5:30pm for
the month of October 2020

Area Assembly
NO November Meeting
December Meeting will be a
Zoom Meeting 
December 20,2020
Zoom ID: 521.659.0401

https://sites.google.com/site/westmichigandistrict3aa/events-and-announcements/savethedate2016michiganstateconvention
mailto:kazoointergroup@gmail.com


Topic: Area 34 Western Michigan's Zoom Meeting 
Time: Dec 20, 2020 09:45 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/i/5216590401   

Meeting ID: 521 659 0401 
One tap mobile 

+13017158592„5216590401# US (Germantown) 
+13126266799„5216590401# US (Chicago) 

Dial by your location 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 521 659 0401 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kc0eALXGFr  





GSO
Grand Central Station
PO Box 459
New York, New York  10164-0423

Phone: 212.870.3400
email:
website www.aa.org 

GRAPEVINE
PO Box 16867
North Hollywood, CA  91615-6867

West Michigan Area Assembly 34
C/o Area 34 Treasurer 
352 S. 2nd Ave
Fruitport, MI  49415
 
Phone: 1.800.297.2065
Website:  www.wmaa34.org
email: Area34treasurer@gmail.com

Kalamazoo Area Intergroup
Central Office  Suite B
126 E. Kilgore Road
Kalamazoo, MI  49002

Phone: 269.382.5244
Website: www.aakalamazoo.org
email:
 kazoointergroup@gmail.com

District 4 (Kalamazoo)
PO Box 19232
Kalamazoo, MI  49019-232

Phone: 269.349.4410  (24 Hour Answering Service)
Website:  www.wmaa4.org
email:

Manager
Cross-out
i
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