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A PRAYER FOR ALL SEASONS
God grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot
change, courage to change the things we can, and wisdom 
to know the difference.

 

  

AS BILL SEES IT, P.312

Tolerance Keeps Us Sober
"Honesty with ourselves and others gets us sober, but
it is tolerance that keeps us that way'

Experience shows that few alcoholics will long stay away
from a group just because they don't like the way it is run. 
Most return and adjust themselves to whatever conditions
they must. Some goto a diffenent group, or form a new 
one.
"In other words, once an alcoholic fully realizes that he cannot
get well alone, he will somehow find a way to get well in the
company of others. It has been that way from the beginning of 
A.A. and probably always will be so."

from: "THE BEST OF BILL"
         pages  8485    

 

-----------------

    

 

continued above

About Bill W.
 Bill W. was born in East Dorset, Vermont,
 on November 26, 1895. With Dr. Bob S. of 
Akron, Ohio, he co-founded Alcoholics Anony-
mous in 1935. Hospitalized for alcoholism, he 
experienced a profound spiritual transformation
that changed his life and inspired many of the 
principles of the AA movement.
 Bill W. recognized that the recurring de-
sire to drink disappears when one alcoholic
works with another. This understanding became
a basic principle of the new society. In addition,
Bill promoted the idea that alcoholism is an ill-
ness which can be arrested but not cured. In-
fluenced by this AA concept, the American 
Medical Association later redefined alcoholism
as a disease, not a failure of will.
 AA's basic test, Alcoholics Anonymous,
was written largely by Bill W. in association
with other early AAs. Since its first publication
in 1939, the Big Book, as it's called, has sold
more than twenty-two million copies and has
been translated into more than forty languages.
the revolutionary Twelve-Step program of re-
covery it contains is the model for many other
programs of recovery.
 In the Twelve Traditions, first developed
and  presented in the pages of the Grapevine,
Bill created a lasting blueprint for AA unity, in-
corporating the unique principles of anonymity,
self-support, membership, and nonaffiliation.

 In addition to his many writings, Bill devo-
ted himself to developing and enduring service
structure for Alcoholics Anonymous.
 In June 1999, Time magazine named 
Bill W. as one of the hundred most influential
people of the twentieth century.
 He passed away on January 24, 1971.

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=126+E.+Kilgore+Road,+Portage,+MI&hl=en&ll=42.246501,-85.578368&spn=0.008149,0.013797&sll=42.245072,-85.578623&sspn=0.008149,0.013797&t=h&z=16&iwloc=A
https://sites.google.com/site/kalamazooaameetings/
https://sites.google.com/site/kalamazooaameetings/
https://sites.google.com/site/kalamazooaameetings/
http://www.aakalamazoo.org/
mailto:kazoointergroup@gmail.com
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Grapevine Online Exclusive

These stories from the Online Grapevine are made possible

because the Central Office purchased a subscription to it
for this purpose. Help us carry the message—

Donate to the KAI today.

  

Meaning of the Circle-Triangle Symbol
The circle stands for the world of AA and the 
triangle stands for AA's Three Legacies of 
Recovery, Unity and Service, within our wonderful
new world, we have found freedom from our fatal
obsession. That we have chosen this particular
symbol is perhaps no accident. The priest and 
seers of antiquity regarded the circle enclosing the 
the triangle as a means of warding off spirits and 
evil and AA's circle and triangle of Recovery, Unity 
and Service has certainly meant to us and much
 more.

(AA Comes of Age, Bill W. 1955 Speech)

by Bill Wilson

THE BEST OF BILL

This Matter of

THANK YOU TO OUR PHONE VOLUNTEERS
More times are available

FROM THE BOOK LIVING SOBER pg. 18

Using the Serenity Prayer

 On the walls of thousands of AA meeting
rooms, in any of a variety of languages, this
invocation can be seen:

God grant me the serenity to accept 
    the things I cannot change,
Courage to change the things I can,
And wisdom to know the difference.

 AA did not originate it. Versions of it seem
to have been used for centuries in various faiths, 
and it is now widely current outside AA, a well as
withing the Fellowship. Whether we belong to this
church of that, whether we are humanists, agnos-
tic, or atheists, most of us have found these words
a wonderful guide in getting sober, staying sober,
and enjoying our sobriety. Whether we see the
Serenity Prayer as an actual prayer or just as a 
fervent wish, it offers a simple prescription for a
healthy emotional life.
 We've put one thing right at the head of the
list among"the things we cannot change": our
alcoholism. No matter what we do, we know that 
tomorrow we won't suddenly be nonalcoholic--
any more than we'll be ten years younger or six 
inches taller. 
 We couldn't change our alcoholism. But 
we didn't say meekly, "All right, I'm an alcoholic.
Guess I'll just have to drink myself o death."
There was something we "Could"  change. We
didn't have to be drunk alcoholics. We could be-
come sober alcoholics. Yes, that did take courage
And we needed a flash of wisdom to see that it
was possible, that we could change ourselves. 

"THE  BELIEF  WILL  COME"

From the Book "Came to Believe"
page 46

 
 

 In the beginning, I rejected any part of the AA
program that referred to God in any manner. I even 
remained silent when they closed the meetings with
the Lord's Prayer. (I didn't know the words, anyhow.)
 Looking back, I don't think I was an agnostic,
nor do I think I was an atheist. But I do know this: I 
couldn't accept any of "the God  bit," nor did I want to 
come to believe or have any spiritual awakening.
 After all, I had come to AA to get sober, and
what did all this truck have to do with that?"
 Even with all my stupid arrogance, you still
loved me, held out your hand of friendship, and, I'm
sure, used cautious wisdom in trying to reach me with
the program. But I could hear only what I wanted to 
hear.
 I remained dry for a number of years, and 
then, as you may already have guessed, I drank 
again. It was inevitable. I had accepted only only 
those parts of the program that fitted into my life
without effort on my part. I was still the self-centered
egotist I had always been, still full of all my old hatreds
selfishness, and disbelief-----just as lacking in maturity
as I had been when I first arrived at AA.
 This time, when I came to in the hospital, I had
absolutely no hope. After all, you had told me that AA
was the last hope for the alcoholic,and I had failed---
there was nothing else. At this very point, my sister
chose to send me a clipping from a Sunday-school 
paper. No letter, just the clipping;"Pray with disbelief;
but pray with sincerity;and the belief will come." 

continued next month



s
' Trayerfar 

erenin 
REINHOLD NIESVHR 

God,grant me the serenity to accept 
the things I cannot change, courage 
to change the things I can, and 
wisdom to know the difference-J 
living one day at a time, enjoying 
one moment at a time, accepting 
hardship as a pathway to peace-1  
taking, as Jesus did, this sinful, 
world as it is, not as I would have it, 
trusting that You will make all 
things right _1.4  zsurrender to Your 
wilt, so that I may be reasonably 
happy in this life and supremely 
happy with You forever in the next. 



Prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 

Where there is hatred let me sow love 

where there is injury, pardon 

where there is doubt, faith 

where there is despair, hope 

where there is darkness, light 

where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master grant that I 

may not so much seek to be consoled 

as to console; to be understood 

as to understand; to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned 

and it is in dying that we are born 

to eternal life. 

88 





5/6/2020 Yahoo Mail - Fwd: Aera 34 Assembly 

Fwd: Aera 34 Assembly 

From: deborah rudisel (debi.service6529@gmail.com) 

Bcc: trkleinh@yahoo.com  

Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2020, 11:49 AM EDT 

Forwarded message  
From: deborah rudisel  <debi.service6529@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, May 5, 2020 at 11:46 AM 
Subject: Aera 34 Assembly 
To: deborah rudisel <Debi.service6529@gmail.com> 

Area 34 has decided to hold this months assembly via Zoom. 

Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend. 

• May 17, 2020 11:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Meeting ID 822 5666 2907 

Password 002497 

Here are the several ways you can join this meeting: 

One tap mobile: 

+131262666799„88256662907#„1#,002497# US (Chicago) 

+9292056099„88256662907#„1#,002497# US (New York) 

To participate by dialing in: 

Dial Tele. No. +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) also Michigan 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) at the scheduled meeting time ( 10 minutes early) 

Meeting ID: 882 5666 2907 followed by # 

Password 002497 

To participate via the Zoom App: 
1. Download the Zoom App on your device. (looks like a film camera) 
2. Open the Zoom App at the meeting time (10 minutes early) and click on "Join a Meeting" 
3. Enter the Meeting ID 882 5666 2907 
4. Enter password 002497 

1/2 



N A T I O N A L and L O C A L  E V E N T S
If your group has something for the Listings, please email to us the information including any

website links, PDF fliers, or other pertinent information. Local events are highlighted

 

Grapevine Daily
Quote*

 “God As We Understand Him:

The Dilemma of No Faith”

Bill W., April 1961

“The phrase 'God as we understand
him' is perhaps the most important

expression to be found in our
whole AA vocabulary. Within the
Compass of these five significant
words there can be included every
kind and degree of faith, together
with the positive assurance that
each of us may choose his own.”

From The Language of the Heart

 *Grapevine Daily Quote
is a book (GV32) made of

selections from other
AAGrapevine literature. 

  Three Rivers
 *     2nd Sunday 7 pm.

         

Otsego Alano Club 
2nd Friday 7pm.

Unity Service Recovery
 
*

4th Thursday of the Month

Speaker Meetings

*The names of these
speakers have  not been

provided to this newsletter. 
 

One Day At A Time *
Last Friday of each month 7pm

Kalamazoo Alano Club
 Every Saturday 7 pm.

The Central Office is operated by the Trusted Servants that your Group elects to the Kalamazoo Area Intergroup,
Inc., to help the individual groups in their Primary Purpose —to carry the message.

Thank You to the Groups and the many individuals who contribute toward funding these operations. 
HAS YOUR GROUP CONTRIBUTED LATELY?

35th Annual Indiana Conference
of Young People in AA

September 30, October 1&2, 2016

www.incypaa.com
Phone: 574.234.2000
South Bend Indiana

2016 Michigan Women's Conference
Lewiston, Michigan

October 7-9
Kathy E. 616.772.2664

When anyone, anywhere,
reaches out for help, I want
the hand of A.A. always to be
there.
And for that: I am responsible.

I am responsible....

    

There is a Solution AA*
3rd Sundays @ 5pm 

Please review the 
Enclosed event fliers
for the latest AA events.

New Meetings/Changes

Kalamazoo Central Office and
Kalamazoo Intergroup would
like thank all of our Volunteers
this year and look forward to your
dedication and paricipation in the 
year 2019.

Next District 4 
meeting...
 Zoom meetings for 
 foreseeable future

Next Intergroup meeting is
April 13 6P at Unity

Zoom Meeting
ID:  811-7013-7847

https://sites.google.com/site/westmichigandistrict3aa/events-and-announcements/savethedate2016michiganstateconvention
mailto:kazoointergroup@gmail.com




GSO
Grand Central Station
PO Box 459
New York, New York  10164-0423

Phone: 212.870.3400
email:
website www.aa.org 

GRAPEVINE
PO Box 16867
North Hollywood, CA  91615-6867

West Michigan Area Assembly 34
C/o Area 34 Treasurer 
352 S. 2nd Ave
Fruitport, MI  49415
 
Phone: 1.800.297.2065
Website:  www.wmaa34.org
email: Area34treasurer@gmail.com

Kalamazoo Area Intergroup
Central Office  Suite B
126 E. Kilgore Road
Kalamazoo, MI  49002

Phone: 269.382.5244
Website: www.aakalamazoo.org
email:
 kazoointergroup@gmail.com

District 4 (Kalamazoo)
PO Box 19232
Kalamazoo, MI  49019-232

Phone: 269.349.4410  (24 Hour Answering Service)
Website:  www.wmaa4.org
email:

Manager
Cross-out
i
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