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The book Remote Relationships in a Small World, edited by Samantha Holland, is presented as 
an international collection of scientific studies investigating, in a very approachable manner, the 
new formation patterns of relationships, imposed by emergent technologies. The term `remote` 
is used `to refer to new technologies that facilitate many new forms of communication and also 
to underline the lack of physicality involved in many relationships developed at a distance.`(p.1) 
Therefore, all the analyses in the present work converge to a focal point: exploring and describing 
a wide range of human interactions (intimate, friendly, collegial etc.) which exclude face-to-face 
contact and are developed in remote contexts due to several technologies - the Internet, new 
media or mobile phones.  

The empirical background of each study presented raised an issue of considerable importance: 
what is the most suitable methodological framework when conducting distance research? How 
can remote relationships be studied? After reflecting over the techniques used, the contributors 
emphasized the fact that the new virtual methods are complementary to traditional ones, 
enriching each other and forming a complex methodological structure for future researches. The 
ethical aspect arising from the usage of virtual techniques is also discussed by the contributors 
within their contributions. 

The book is structured into four sections, each of them organized by chapters. Of much help 
for the readers is the summary of the discussed aspects and the list of recommended readings 
prevailed at the end of every chapter.

Doing remote research is the first book section. It comprises two chapters offering debates upon 
methodological and ethical issues that must be taken into consideration by the researchers when 
exploring remote relationships. Jayne Armstrong details her analysis on feminist (e)zine cultures 
and advances some discussions regarding the ethics of a such scientific approach. Chapter II, 
signed by Andrea Baker and Monica Whitty, is centered on presenting the main topics regarding 
online romance and sexuality. Starting in a rigorous manner, at the beginning of the chapter 
Baker and Whitty define and explain the concept of `internet relationship` in order to make it 
understandable and accessible. Then, a synthesis of the most important theoretical approaches 
covered in this area is revealed to the public. In the second part of their chapter, the authors 
consider also the methodological issues arising from an online conducted research which requires 
sensitivity and attention from the scientists.

The second section of the book entitled Everyday distances, focuses on more practical aspects by 
exploring the way people communicate and develop relationships via Internet and mobile phones. 
Authors of the third chapter, Janet Finlay and Lynette Willoughby explore the computer-mediated-
communication (CMC) influence and involvement in developing learning relationships. They 
share conclusions and reflections succeeding a case study where online forums and blogs were 
introduced within UK higher education. Besides the fact that online learning communities 
need to be very carefully monitored, Finlay and Willoughby get to the conclusion that learning 
communities characterized by strong learning relationships between participants tend to develop 
more at campus-based level rather than at module level. 
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Another profound implication of the modern technology in human interactions is considered 
by Simeon Yates and Eleanor Lockley in their contribution. Communication technology, through 
mobile phones became a convenient way for the individuals to manage their relationships even 
though those who are permanently connected to their cells do not develop remote interactions 
with people whom they barely see but cultivate interactions with people situated in their spatial, 
cultural and social proximity. Gender differences regarding the usage of SMS text messages are 
also explained within this chapter. 

Natilene Bowker presents the results of her online research conducted on people with physical or 
sensory disabilities, giving an example of positive practice in computer-mediated-communication. 
The Internet, through online support groups and not only, offers individuals who encounter 
difficulties in face-to-face interaction because of their physical limits, the possibility to feel socially 
integrated and renders them as active members in a global social context.  

The final chapter of the section is written by the book`s editor, Samantha Holland in 
collaboration with Julie Harpin. An interesting and topical theme for the modern society was 
approached in this part of the book: remote relationships developed by the young generation. 
Analyzing interactions on MySpace - a social network site – the authors emphasize the fact that 
teenagers use more this method of online communication to maintain their real life friendships 
than to form new ones.  

The third section of the book is called Making contact. Lilia Efimova and Andrea Ben Lassoued 
provide an example of weblog-mediated relationship, by describing in a detailed manner the 
trajectory of their personal interaction. 

Naomi Rosh White and Peter White started from Goffman`s concept of ̀ impression management` 
in their process of analyzing the communication patterns formed between travellers and their 
family, friends and work colleagues back home, interacting via group e-mails. Like on a theatre 
stage, travellers can manage their self-presentation and impressions created by constructing the 
content of their e-mails according to a wide range of audience.        

The data collected by Rhiannon Bury in her studies on female fan online-communities have 
contributed at framing a main conclusion: online friendships are positively valued by middle-aged, 
educated, heterosexual women who encounter difficulties in managing their real-life friendships 
because of daily gendered expectations. The emotional support offered by members of an online 
forum helps women to cope with difficult moments.

Jonathan Marshall conducted a longitudinal study during eleven years researching Cybermind, 
an online group, in order to explore the relationships developed between its members. Online 
interactions have a higher degree of uncertainty and are characterized by paradoxes and ambiguous 
aspects especially concerning gender disclosure. 

The focal point of the final section, Intimate connections, constitutes the development and 
maintenance of the remote emotional-affective relationships. David Jacobson analyzes the college 
students` social behavior when using instant messaging (IM) to communicate, focusing on the 
interpretation given to messages. Text-based communication is structured according to cultural 
contexts.    

Dennis Waskul and Phillip Vannini offer an image of Internet sex play, exploring text and video 
cybersex and analyzing online pictures. They differentiate between the ludic and the ludic(rous) 
aspect of online sex, referring to the ridiculous elements involved in such interactions.

An interesting point of view over cybersex is brought into attention by Sarah Earle and Keith 
Sharp, by exploring the data on PunterNet, an online context where men who pay for sex share 
their sexual experiences. The ethical issues associated with this type of research are also brought 
into discussion.

The final chapter of the book, under the signature of Marcus Wigan is the most personal one. It 
can be assimilated to a diary presenting the story of the author`s personal relationship maintained 
stable despite of geographical distance between partners. 
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Written by contributors all over the world, this collection distinguishes by the transparent 
and accessible style, which recommends it not only to academics but to a large range of readers 
(students included) interested in this new sphere of social life. The empirical background that 
sustains every analysis presented, the attentive consideration for the scientific methods used and 
the interesting results outlined by authors, place the book among other works that open directions 
for future studies and points its importance for an interdisciplinary approach in this sense.
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