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THE STATE OF ADAMS IB – SPRING 2017 
 
The end of the academic year is near, and I share a brief review of the IB Program – where we are, and where we are going! I 
begin by thanking the families and students who have entrusted our school to deliver an educational program that is without 
compare. The future for all students who have experienced and taken part in the IB Program is bright. The students will 
transition to the next chapter in their lives, and as they enter university life, they will take with them the skills they have 
learned over the past two years. I thank the parents 
of each student for their continued encouragement 
of their children, and their continued support of the 
teachers and administrators as well. I also thank all 
the teachers for their continued and tireless effort to 
educate our children.   
 
I can safely say that this past year has been the 
most successful in the history of the program. John 
Adams HS and its many IB students were 
instrumental in participating in the IB Student 
Conference at Holy Cross College that was held in 
Fall 2016. The Hoosier Association of IB World Schools was very pleased with the turnout and hopes are high that other 
conferences will be held in the years to come. Students have been recognized for their many accomplishments throughout the 
year, and many have been noted in the IB Intellect.  
 
A school record 37 student candidates are eligible for the IB Diploma. This includes – for the first time – four members of the 
JA Mock Trial team that competed in Hartford, CT earlier this month (photo below). With IB approval, these students were 
able to complete their IB testing at the Connecticut IB Academy, and we hope that in the future, no Diploma student will be 
left without an opportunity to do the same. The coordinators in charge of the Extended Essay (Bryan Cline & Heath Weaver) 
and Creativity, Activity, Service (Beckie Hernandez, Cecilia Stanton, Emily Zablocki) components continue to strengthen the 

overall IB Diploma program with careful oversight of the core 
components. I thank their efforts.  
 
A total of 100 Seniors will receive the IB Certificate for the 
courses and tests they have completed. Add to this 43 Juniors who 
tested for the IB Certificate, and another 43 students who 
anticipate continuance towards the Diploma next year, and we had 
a record setting 223 test takers registered for 512 tests. Many 
thanks go to all the volunteer parents who helped in their 
important role in proctoring IB tests. Without their help, we could 
not continue. Thanks go to Jeff Baer, Leslie Callahan, Jessica 
Collett, Bridget Conley, Beth Couch, Cathy Henry, Sarah Kolda, 
Brian Kubicki, Jennifer Lewandowski, Cheryl Moody, Kim 
Morton, Nancy Murton, Sarah Nerenberg, Debi Neumann, Jerry 
Safur, Carolyn Schult. Emily Sipos-Butler, and Bryon Thomas. 
  

Next fall, a total of 348 incoming Freshman Magnet students plan to attend John Adams. We also anticipate a total of 50 
Diploma candidates to continue through the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course and complete the Diploma. A total of 59 
rising Juniors have signed up to take the TOK course in Spring 2018. Several new courses will begin in the Fall, including IB 
World Religions (Group 3 subject), IB Psychology (Group 3 subject), and IB Film (Group 6 subject). With all this growth, 
there is more work to be done. Policies must be made to address the tendency to ignore deadlines and non-completion of 
required work. IB students are to be exemplary citizens and this includes completing everything that is required by teachers and 
the IB program. The year has gone by very quickly, and I take this opportunity to wish everyone a wonderful summer and 
success in all your efforts in years to come. May we remember this past year with pride and appreciation! Dr. Mika  

Members of the Mock Trial Team about to take IB tests in 
Hartford, CT. Photo by Shannon Brewster. 



IB GRADUATE EXPLORES INTER-SPACE AND OUTER-SPACE 
by Nevin Longenecker 
 
Six years and three Astronomy degrees later Dr. Joseph O’Rourke, formerly 
outstanding International Baccalaureate and science research student at John 
Adams is performing postdoctoral research on planetary evolution and geological 

processes.  Joe describes 
his present work in the 
following way “My 
primary interest is how 
the dynamics of planetary 
interiors govern the 
evolution of their surfaces 
and atmospheres. 
Specifically I study the 
energies of Earth’s 
magnetic field and the 
divergent volcanic and 

tectonic histories of Venus and Earth.  Other research targets include the satellites 
like Titan and Enceladus, hot Jupiter exoplanets and fluid mechanics and various 
gravities.” 
 
Joe received his bachelor’s 
degree in Astronomy, Geology 
and Geophysics from Yale 
University and two other 
advanced degrees in Planetary 
Science from Caltech.  His CV 
of only four years includes 
fourteen peer-reviewed journal 
articles as well as eight 
conference presentations.  
Joe’s latest journal article was 
recently accepted for 
publication in Nature.    
 
I was part of an expedition to the James Ross Island off the Antarctic peninsula 
during March 2016 (photo on left). We were part of a group of scientists  
gathering samples and fossils from late  Cretaceous Period sediments to study the 
history of continental drift and evolution. Most recently in March 2017, I was on 
Mauna Key (Big Island, Hawaii ) with the Keck telescope (in photo above, I’m on 
the left end).  
 
Joe’s high school diploma program included IB courses, AP courses as well as 
IUSB courses and ND courses and one and half years of on-line IUB physics 
classes.  Somewhat ironically Joe’s primary interests in high school were 
mathematics and engineering even though he currently is focused on geology and 
astronomy.  
 
RECOGNIZING IB STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

The IB Steering Committee has met throughout the year. The addition of IB 
student representatives Alex Ammerman (Gr.11), and Gabby Bevacqua-Collins 
(Gr.12) has brought much needed student insight and issues that have been 
addressed by the committee and the school. Thanks to all committee members for 
their continued support and efforts. At the last meeting of the year held on May 
23, the following members were awarded a plaque in honor of their service. These 
included Leslie Callahan (2010-2017), Brent Sheppard (2013-2017), and Gabby 
Bevacqua-Collins (2016-2017). New committee members will be added to this 
important volunteer committee in the coming Fall.  

 
 

CLASS OF 2017 
IB DIPLOMA STUDENTS 

 
We take this opportunity to recognize 
all 37 IB Diploma Candidates and 
share with you the schools where 
they will study next year. 
Congratulations to all! 
 
Mark Anella – Occidental College 
Emmarie Ballard – Purdue University 
Joshua Bendy –Rose-Hulman Inst.of Tech 
Amanda Brewster – Creighton University 
Gwen Butler – St. Mary’s College 
Victoria Canarecci – Ball State Univ. 
Daniel Couch – IU Bloomington 
Sarah DeHorn – Wake Forest Univ. 
Thomas Dillon – Middlebury College 
Alice Goulding –Univ.of Pennsylvania 
Elijah Grammer – Notre Dame 
Brendan Hayner-Slattery – Vanderbilt 
Ellie Henry – Purdue University 
Jazmin Hernandez – IU Bloomington 
Olivia Hershberger – St. Mary’s College 
Ben Ibrulj – IU Bloomington 
Alyssa Ignaco – Purdue University 
Nathan Jindra – Calvin College 
Max Lander – Notre Dame 
Jack Lloyd – Wake Forest University 
James Matheis –IU Bloomington 
Katelyn Minx – Bethel College 
Gisella Morales Garibay – Indiana 
 University Bloomington 
Matthew Neumann – Michigan State  
Isel Otero Torres – Notre Dame 
Bianca Pierre-Jacques – Abilene 
 Christian University 
Stephanie Portolese – IU Bloomington 
Ryan Quinn – Purdue University 
Zoe Ricker – St. Mary’s College 
Mariah Rush – Notre Dame 
David Safur – IU Bloomington 
Aarani Sarveswaran – IU Bloomington 
Magdalena Sedmak – Universität Wien 
 (University of Vienna) 
Chris Staszewski – Ball State University 
Angel Vargas – IU Bloomington 
Taylor Waldron – IU South Bend 
Alexandra Zavala – IU South Bend 



PROFESSOR JULIA DOUTHWAITE VISITS JA by Heath Weaver 
 

On April 2017, Notre Dame Professor Julia Douthwaite visited John Adams High 
School to lead a discussion on Rousseau and Dignity for Mr. Weaver’s Theory of 
Knowledge classes. Professor Douthwaite, Professor of French and Francophone 
Studies, teaches and writes on the French Enlightenment, the Revolution, and 19th-
century France. She is also the mother of a JAHS alum.  
 

The discussion centered around Prof. Douthwaite’s new 
book titled Rousseau and Dignity. She brought a number 
of photographs taken over the course of a year by 
photographers detailing individuals from Africa, India, 
and Central and South America who, despite their obvious 
difficulties, can be seen to exhibit dignity in the photos. 
Below is one example of an individual from India 
suffering from tuberculosis. 
 
Students were then 
asked to choose a 
photo that spoke to 
them and connect the 

photo to some preselected Rousseau quotes. 
Students were then asked to speak on why they 
both chose a particular photo and connected it to 
their chosen quote. The students really seemed to 
enjoy Prof. Douthwaite’s visit and participated 
intently. Further, the TOK students were able to 
connect this discussion to their IB studies and the 
importance of varying perspectives within the 
world at large. Prof. Douthwaite has committed to returning next year for the new 
group of TOK students. JAHS appreciates and thanks her for her service to the JAHS 
community. 
 
 
JOHN ADAMS STUDENTS TAKE TOP AWARDS AT REGIONAL AND 
STATE SCIENCE FAIRS by Kathryn Pitts 
  
Two John Adams students participated in the March 4, 2017, Northern Indiana 
Regional Science and Engineering Fair (NIREF) at the University of Notre Dame. 
Alyssa Ignaco (Gr.12 IB Diploma student on right in photo) received a first place 
award for her research on “Air Pollution in Urban Street Canyons.” She also received 

the American Meteorological Society 
Senior Award. Caroline Pitts (Gr.11 IB 
student on left in photo) earned a first 
place award for “Pavlovian Conditioning 
of Planaria.” Pitts also received the Notre 
Dame Biology Senior Award ($200) and 
the Society for in Vitro Biology Award. 
Pitts’s research was one of twenty 
projects (out of 260 projects) chosen to 
represent northern Indiana in the state 
science fair. 

  
On April 1, 2017, Caroline Pitts also received two awards at the 29th Annual Hoosier 
Science and Engineering Fair at Indiana University-Purdue University in Indianapolis. 
She received the American Statistical Association Award, Senior Division Third 
Place, for Best Use of Statistics ($50). She also received the Young Female Scientific 
Excellence Award. This award ($100) includes an invitation to attend a luncheon at 
Eli Lilly and Company in Indianapolis, during which she will have the opportunity to 
share her research with scientists and mentors at Lilly Research Labs. 

 

 
 

LIFE AFTER ADAMS 
 
This month, we hear from Charell 
Luckey (IB Certificate 2012), who 
has returned to John Adams to teach! 
 
Yep, the IB Program is tough. The 
name alone suggests "this will be 
hard." And it was, for all of us. My 
classmates and I grew closer by 
facing our toughest classes together. 
My favorite of these were TOK and 
HL English. Both these areas of 
study were close to my geek-like 
heart. Take for instance, the entire 
premise of TOK: "How do we know 
what we know? Even then, how do 
we know that we know what we 
know?" It is a call to learn about 
learning itself. After graduating 
Adams, I went on to Butler 
University and studied Theatre. 
You'd be surprised how much writing 
and research is used in college, an 
aspect I was happy to be familiar 
with through IB. By my senior year I 
got involved in several summer 
internships. I worked for the 
Robinson Shakespeare Company in 
2013 as an Americorps Member. I 
joined the Young Company of Notre 
Dame as an acting intern in 2014, 
and I became the multimedia intern 
for the Heartland Actors Repertory 
Theater two summers in a row. Now 
I'm teaching Theatre Arts, in my 
element, at the same school that once 
groomed me! Put frankly, the 
decision I made to be an IB student is 
one that led me to my current 
journey. For any and all who make 
that same choice, get as much as you 
can from this experience. It IS hard, 
but taking on that challenge is what 
pays off. Good luck and 
congratulations! (Source: e-mail from 
Charell to Dr. Mika March 2, 2017). 



IB ART EXHIBIT IS A SUCCESS by Dawn Worsham   
 
The annual IB Visual Arts Exhibit was held on Wednesday, March 29, 
showcasing the work of 29 IB Visual Arts students. Each student had to curate 
their own exhibition consisting of between 4 and eleven pieces of their work as 
part of their IB exam. Nearly 200 people came through the exhibit. Students, their 
families, friends, and faculty all enjoyed viewing the diverse art on display. Many 
art students proudly discussed their work with the visitors. Viewers were 
impressed with the quality of the work the students had created. The exhibit was 

a culmination of one or two years of research, experimentation, exploration and 
creation. The excitement of the students was apparent while they were setting up 
their exhibition. It was an experience the students will not soon forget.  
 
Zion William said, “To have my artworks be a part of the John Adams High 
School IB Visual Arts Exhibit was an amazing experience. Never before had I had 
a various array of pieces placed in an exhibit amongst so many other superior art 
works. All of the pieces that were displayed within the exhibit had shown a higher 
level of skill and creativity and I felt honored that my pieces had been placed 
among them.”   

 
Hailey Davis shared, “I had a great time in the IB Art class this year, and I 
learned so much about myself and my style of working. This class forced me to 
challenge myself artistically and to be open to trying new things. Leading up to 
the art show, everyone was busy but also excited to show what they had been 
working on throughout the whole year to their friends and family. The showcase 
itself went great and there was an amazing turnout.”   
 
CAS STUDENT POSTERS & AWARD  
 
A requirement of all IB Diploma candidates is to produce a poster to exhibit their achievements made through the Creativity, 
Activity, and Service portion of the IB program. Students displayed their works in the school halls during the month of May, 
and for the first time, CAS coordinators selected one student to recognize with an award for overall dedication and excellent 
work throughout all 18 months. Congratulations go to Katelyn Minx for her Outstanding Achievement in CAS for the 2016-
2017 year. Katelyn was awarded a plaque during the Senior Awards assembly on May 24th. 
 

       
 
UPCOMING EVENTS & DEADLINES: 
 
July 1 Deadline for requests for FREE transcript results service to universities in USA & Canada (one sent free within USA 

– contact Dr. Mika to request this service) 
 
STAY CONNECTED WITH THE IB INTELLECT 
 
Stories from students and teachers are encouraged. Please submit materials to the IB Coordinator. The deadline for the next 
issue will be September 15, 2017. If you would like to be added to the e-mail list for Adams IB Magnet families, please send 
your e-mail address to Dr. Mika, at mroinila@sbcsc.k12.in.us. 
         

The IB Intellect is a Newsletter of the John Adams High School 
International Baccalaureate Programme 

808 S. Twyckenham Drive 
South Bend, IN 46615 

IB Coordinator: Dr. Mika Roinila 
Principal: Mr. James Seitz 

   

IB senior Ben Hawkins 
makes a new friend 


