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GETTING READY FOR IB TESTING 
 
Senior students are well on their way to completing their IB studies, while Junior IB students will get their first taste of IB 
testing coming up in May. With a total of 224 registered test takers, the weeks of May 1-19 will be busy as students prepare 
and complete tests in our school gymnasium and on campus at Indiana University South Bend. With the Spring Break behind 
us, it is hoped that everyone is rejuvenated to take on the last few months of school, and complete all studies and tests with 
great success. Don’t give up – just persevere! 
 
REP. JACKIE WALORSKI PRESENTS THE EARHART AWARD TO CIVIL AIR PATROL CADET SCHMIDT 
 
Junior IB Diploma Candidate Kamryn Schmidt is the latest Civil 
Air Patrol (CAP) Cadet to earn the Amelia Earhart Award.  The 
Award - named in honor of Amelia Mary Earhart, the American 
aviation pioneer - is given to cadets who have completed the first 11 
of 16 achievement levels in the CAP cadet program and passed a 
comprehensive exam covering aerospace topics and leadership 
theory. In addition, they must complete staff duty reports, mentor 
other cadets in aerospace training, pass a physical fitness exam, and 
lead character development discussions. Only three percent of the 
22,000 CAP cadets nationwide earn the Amelia Earhart Award. 
With this award, Cadet Schmidt receives a promotion to the rank of 
Cadet Captain. She is a member of the St. Joe Valley Cadet 
Squadron, which meets every Thursday evening at the Elkhart 
Municipal Airport. Kamryn has also been selected for the U.S. 
Naval Academy's Summer Seminar (NASS).  She will spend one week in June at the U.S. Naval Academy experiencing what 
it is like to be a Naval Academy Midshipman. Congratulations to Kamryn on her wonderful achievement! 
 
The St. Joseph Valley and John Adams High School Civil Air Patrol Cadet Programs were recently named Outstanding Indiana 
Cadet Squadrons.  Cadet Schmidt is a member of both Civil Air Patrol squadrons and her leadership was integral in 
establishing the John Adams High School Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program this year. 
 
MOCK TRIAL TEAM “NOT NECESSERILY” TO COMPETE AT THE 2017 NATIONALS! 
 

The John Adams Mock Trial team “Not Necessarily” won the 
Indiana state championship on March 4-5 in Indianapolis. The team 
defeated Carmel High School's “America's Next Top Lawyer” team in 
the championship round. This is the 20th State Championship for 
JAHS's Mock Trial program. All eight members of the team are IB 
students, who will now advance to National Championships held in 
Hartford, CT on May 11-13. A big congratulations to all the students 
who participated in many teams from JA at the Mock Trial finals, and 
a special congratulations to Brendan Hayner-Slattery for winning the 
Ultimate Attorney Award. We also thank Ms. Donna Sharp (Family 
& Consumer Sciences) for her tireless work as the school sponsor 
of this fantastic program. Pictured in the front row L-R are: Brendan 
Hayner-Slattery, Alice Goulding, Amanda Brewster, coach John 
Broden, Ana Marie Broden, and Elijah Grammar.  Back Row L-R: 
Douglas Moody, Abi Trzaskowski, and Robert Howard. 



FOR FIRST TIME EVER: IB TO ALLOW FOR TESTING DURING 
MOCK TRIAL CHAMPIONSHIPS! 
 
For the first time in John Adams’ High 
School history, all IB Diploma students who 
will participate at the National Championships will have an opportunity to 
complete their IB Diploma testing – thanks to the agreement reached by IB 
Americas and the Connecticut IB Academy. Through negotiations, the East 
Hartford school will arrange for testing and proctoring for all four IB Diploma 
candidates who will take their tests while in Hartford. Fortunately the students will 
need to take only the History HL test on May 10-11 to complete their required 
testing. Let’s hope this is a start for future years when our IB Diploma students 
will be able to complete their hard-earned studies for the coveted IB Diploma!  
 
STUDENT-WRITTEN REMAKE OF “A CHRISTMAS CAROL”  
 

On February 10, the 
John Adams Drama 
Club presented a 
student produced and 
student-written remake 
of “A Christmas 
Carol”. An 
appreciative audience 
of family and friends 
attended a lively  and 
funny presentation of a 
classic Dickens tale. 

Many IB students are involved 
in the Drama Club. The play 
was written by three IB Seniors 
(photo above) – Olivia 
Hershberger (on Left), Ben 
Ibrujl (on Right), and Taylor 
Waldron (Center). Taylor also 
directed the play. Thank you to 
the Club Sponsor Abigail 
Diamond for the support and 
guidance given to all our 
students. Congratulations to all 
on a job well done! 
 
URUGUAYAN STUDENT VISITS JOHN ADAMS 
 
John Adams has hosted visitors and exchange students from several South 
American countries in the past, but perhaps for the first time, we hosted a visitor 
from Uruguay. On February 10, our visitor was Milena Benini, who visited with 
childhood friends Octavio and Ameliano Bravo (Gr.9), and Alejo Bravo (Gr.12). 
According to Mrs. Bravo, the families used to live close to each other in the 
outskirts of Montevideo, the capital of Uruguay. The younger brothers have 

known Milena since Grade 1, and used 
to do many things together, and since it 
was summer holidays in Uruguay, 
Milena came to North America to visit 
with family and friends. She spent 
some time in Canada before coming to 
South Bend. In the photo on left from 
left to right are Octavio, Milena Benini 
pointing at Uruguay, Alejo and 
Ameliano Bravo.  

 
 

LIFE AFTER ADAMS  
 

It is wonderful to report that 2015 IB 
graduates Stephen and Phillip 
Bigger are doing very well at the 
University College Dublin, Ireland, 
where they are in their second year.  
 
Stephen is in the Quinn School of 
Business at UCD that selects teams 
to compete in a KPMG competition 
(KPMG is in the top ten 
accounting/consulting firms). The 
teams compete at the regional level, 
the national level and then the 
international level. Stephen's team 
won the regional level (the province 
of Leinster) and are now competing 
at the national level (Ireland) to 
represent Ireland in Portugal in the 
world finals.   If Stephen's team wins 
nationals they go to internationals. 
Please support the team and click the 
“like” for TEAM MIDAS. Check out 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u
PfTDnsLlgc&feature=youtu.be  
 
Phillip Bigger is in architecture. Last 
year, Phillip received the Bruce Shott 
award at UCD, given to the best first 
year student (there are over 80 in his 
class). The classes compete by year 
against the other classes (3 years of 
undergraduate classes, and 2 years 
of graduate). Eventually the contest 
was won by a first year graduate 
student. The entire Bigger family are 
quite excited that he was chosen as 
the best of the 1st year students. 
 
Source: E-mail correspondence from 
Mr. Bigger to Dr. Mika on Feb.21, 
2017. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uPfTDnsLlgc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uPfTDnsLlgc&feature=youtu.be


STUDENTS “LISTEN” TO FILM!  
 
On February 23-24, Mrs. Raymer’s 
Senior IB English students were 
fascinated by the analysis of Francis Ford 
Coppola’s Apocalyspe Now by Gabriela 
Bevacqua Collins and Notre Dame 
professor Dr. James Collins. The 1979 
masterpiece is an adaptation of the Joseph 
Conrad novella Heart of Darkness. The 

    
Collinses presented aspects of film 
interpretation including the creation of 
narrative voice, mise-en-scène, and 
diegetic/non-diegetic sound that form the 
basis of translating a 19th century novel 
exploring European imperialism of Africa 
into a film featuring American 
interventionism during the Viet Nam War. 
Gabriela provided historical context while 
focusing on the iconic Kilgore scenes, 

explaining how the musical score and wartime technology impact the viewers’ 
perception. Dr. Collins illuminated the mythological and psychological aspects of 
both cinematic and print texts as the narrator continues upriver to permeate the 
metaphysical “heart of darkness.” Thank you Gabby and Dr. Collins! (Ed.: And thank 
you to Mrs. Raymer for hosting this event – and for submitting the story too )  
 
 
STUDENTS TRAVELING ABROARD 
 
Summer of 2017 holds a new opportunity 
for seven John Adams students who will be 
participating in the Indiana University 
Honors Program in Foreign Languages 
(IUHPFL). Since 1962, Indiana high school 
students have been traveling abroad with 
IUHPFL. This past summer students traveled to ten sites in Austria, Chile, China, 
France, Mexico, and Spain. Now, a new site is opening located in Osaka, Japan. 
 
Each summer more than 260 students from around Indiana spend five to six weeks 
abroad with host families where they speak only the target language. They attend 
classes in the mornings, have planned activities in the afternoons, and go on 
excursions to enhance their cultural awareness. Most sites participate in community 
engagement and volunteer activities which provide the students with an opportunity to 
develop broad connections with the communities that, for many, become like a second 
home. IUHPFL’s combination of intensive academic instruction, a mandatory 
language commitment to speak only in the target language while abroad, and the full-
time integration into a host family allow students to participate in a total immersion 
experience. Congratulations and best wishes to our seven Junior IB Students, whose 
destinations are noted after their name: 

 Kaitlyn Barbour - going to Saumur, France    
 Alexandra Johnson - going to St. Brieuc, France 
 Naomi Freel - going to Viña del Mar, Chile 
 Elliot Zyniewicz  - going to Viña del Mar Chile 
 Zoe Gezelter - going to Ciudad Real, Spain 
 Amia Weatherspoon - going to Oviedo, Spain 
 Matthew Petersen - going to Merida, México 

 

 
 

LIFE AFTER ADAMS 
 
The IB Intellect welcomes updates 
from our IB graduates. This month 
we share the success of Nick Hall 
(IB Diploma 2012). 
 
It’s hard to believe it has been four and 
a half years since I graduated from 
Adams; it feels both like forever ago 
and just like yesterday. This past fall, I 
started work as a software engineer for 
Microsoft in the Seattle area. I am 
loving life in the Pacific Northwest and 
feel extremely grateful for the great 
high school education I received that 
got me where I am today. After Adams, 
I attended Northwestern University 
where I graduated with a degree in 
computer science this past June. 
Thanks to the IB Diploma program, I 
was more than prepared for everything 
that college and life has thrown at me. 
Throughout my college engineering 
courses, I relied time and time again 
on the knowledge and skills I learned 
from IB Physics and Science Research 
with Mr. Longenecker. Although I now 
get paid to write in the C# and SQL 
programming languages, the excellent 
English and Spanish language skills I 
learned from Ms. Raymer and Señor 
Krueger have helped me communicate 
effectively in my field. Overall, the 
writing-intensive nature of the IB 
diploma program gave me the 
confidence and skills for assignments 
— from final research papers to cover 
letters for internships and jobs. But one 
thing I can’t say I miss about Adams is 
coming in at 6:45am for zero-hour 
orchestra and jazz band. With my new 
job’s flexible working hours, I often 
roll in at 10 or 11am Pacific Time — 
about the same time that you all are 
settling into your desks for Mr. Cline’s 
last period IB History class.  
 
(Source: e-mail from Nick to Dr. 
Mika Feb.21, 2017). 



SCIENCE OLYMPIAD TEAM FLYING HIGH 
 
The John Adams Science Olympiad team won 1st place at 
Regionals on Saturday, February 11 (photo on right). The 
State Competition held at IU Bloomington followed on 
Mar.18-19, where the team finished in 6th place. JA formed 
a Science Olympiad program only 6 years ago. In only a 
few years JAHS has jumped in the rankings and stature. Our 
science teacher Sally Troxel reports the following:  
 
“Thirty seven (37) total high school teams and 37 total 
middle school teams participated. Marion was 26th, Riley 
was 18th, Northridge was 9th (they are a National 
contender and we've never beaten them at State ), LaLumiere was 8th, Whiting 7th (another National previous state champ 
we've never beaten). Our placing last year was 10th and the highest we've ever placed was 9th.” Congratulations to the 
Science Olympiad Team!  
 
TOK STUDENTS ATTEND ROTARY WORLD AFFAIRS CONFERENCE 

 
On March 17, a group of some 30 students from the John Adams IB 
Program and Clay High School attended the Rotary World 
Conference on the theme “Water: How to Keep it Safe”, held at 
Indiana University – South Bend. The students learned how waste 
water can be better monitored and treated; how it can be kept safe 
for the enjoyment of all; how agricultural conservation practices can 
help in mitigating dead zones in oceans; and how water safety can 
be evaluated by using simple paper analytical devices developed at 

Saint Mary’s College.  Many thanks to the Rotary Club of South Bend, and the leadership of Mr. John Pinter in organizing and 
inviting John Adams students to attend this valuable event. 
 
HIBS MAKING PLANS FOR FALL 2017 IB STUDENT CONFERENCE  
 
The Hoosier Association of IB World Schools (HIBS) is making plans for an IB Student Conference for Fall 2017. Several 
locations are being sought, including Butler University, Indiana State University, Goshen College, and Shortridge High School 
in Indianapolis. Hopes are high that students from across the state will attend. Current John Adams IB Juniors are encouraged 
to start thinking about attending and presenting papers for next fall. More details will follow.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS & DEADLINES: 
 
April 20   Deadline for uploading and sending IA samples to external examiners to IB  
April 20   Deadline for submission of Music coursework and Visual arts exhibition samples to IB 
April 30   Deadline for submitting Visual arts process portfolio and comparative study to IB 
May 1-19  IB testing  
July 1   Deadline for FREE transcript results service requests to universities in USA & Canada (one sent  

  free within USA - see Dr. Mika)   
 
STAY CONNECTED WITH THE IB INTELLECT 
 
Stories from students and teachers are encouraged. Please submit materials to Dr. Mika. The deadline for the next issue will be 
Friday May 26, 2017. If you would like to be added to the e-mail list for Adams IB Magnet families, please send your e-mail 
address to Dr. Mika at mroinila@sbcsc.k12.in.us. 
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