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iTunes Educational Examples

1       Listening centre

Traditionally we have used tape or CD players in schools to play audio to a class and more recently we have used a computer
with a CD drive in it to play audio CDs.  The problem in class is twofold in that finding the right part of the tape or CD to play
can cause delay and difficulties in delivering lessons.  The second problem is that often tapes and CDs become misplaced at
the crucial point before a lesson.  Now all the audio can be stored in iTunes on any computer and organised into easily
accessible playlists for use by a whole class, group or individual.  The added advantage is that the audio can be accessed by
any computer on the network by using the built in iTunes network sharing function.

2       Searchable database

One of the problems with having a large number of audio files on a computer hard drive is finding the right files for the task in
hand.  iTunes allows  a great deal of information to be stored with the audio files which makes searching and sorting files
simple.

Files can be sorted according to 21 different criteria, files can be browsed and sorted in real time using the built in browser.
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iTunes also has a search facility that is both quick and effective.  All these features make it straightforward to for teachers and
pupils find the files they need.

3       Ordering audio

iTunes can be used to allow pupils to organise audio in a sequence of their choosing.  This audio could be a story that has
been broken up into scenes and then is reassembled in an iTunes.  The audio could be a jumbled dialogue that is then ordered
to make sense.  The audio could also factual information that is then ordered into a documentary sequence.

4       CD Creation

iTunes allows teachers and pupils to create customised audio CDs that can be played on any CD player or computer.  The
program will also allow the creation of MP3 CDs that can hold many more audio files than audio CDs and can be played on
some specialised MP3 players.  This flexibility could for example allow a pupils to make portfolios of their own audio files, audio
books or audio diaries.
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5       Audio streaming

iTunes has a very useful ability to share audio files over a network so that a playlist on one computer can be listened to on
other computers.  In effect the iTunes program could stream a series of audio files from one computer to other users.  This
could be a radio broadcast a documentary or a radio play. This can be enhanced by the use of an add on program such as
Nicecast that will allow real time streaming from iTunes that allows the use of voiceovers to create a real network radio station.


