
Jericho:
The "City of Palms" spreads out on the west side of the Jordan River at 825 feet below sea level. 
There was a tower on the wall of Jericho, it was 24 feet in diameter, 24 feet high, built into walls that 
were 12 feet thick at this point. It has been dated to 7000-8000 BC. 
The destruction of the walls of Jericho has been documented to have happened around 
1400 BC just as the Bible states. 
Fortifications of Jericho

Schematic cross-section diagram of the fortification system at Jericho based on Kenyon's west trench.

The mound, or ‘tell’ of Jericho was surrounded by a great earthen rampart, or embankment, with a 
stone retaining wall at its base. The retaining wall was some four to five meters (12–15 feet) high. 
On top of that was a mudbrick wall two meters (six feet) thick and about six to eight meters (20–
26 feet) high. At the crest of the embankment was a similar mudbrick wall whose base was 
roughly 14 meters (46 feet) above the ground level outside the retaining wall (see diagram). This is  
what loomed high above the Israelites as they marched around the city each day for seven days.  
Humanly speaking, it was impossible for the Israelites to penetrate the impregnable bastion of Jericho.
Within the upper wall was an area of approximately six acres, while the total area of the upper 
city and fortification system was 50% larger, or about nine acres. Based on the archaeologist’s rule of 
thumb of 200 persons per acre, the population of the upper city would have been about 1,200. 
However, from excavations carried out by a German team in the first decade of this century, we know 
that people were also living on the embankment between the upper and lower city walls. In addition, 
those Canaanites living in surrounding villages would have fled to Jericho for safety. Thus, we can 
assume that there were several thousand people inside the walls when the Israelites came against 
the city.


