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Another Antiochus IV Epiphanes was king in Commagene under Caligula and Claudius. 

Coin of Antiochus IV. Reverse shows Apollo seated on an omphalos. The Greek inscription reads 
"ΑΝΤΙΟΧΟΥ ΘΕΟΥ ΕΠΙΦΑΝΟΥ ΝΙΚΗΦΟΡΟΥ" (Antiochus, image of God, bearer of victory).

Antiochus IV Epiphanes ([ænt iəkəs . pfəniz ] ˈɑ ̯ ɛˈɪː Αντίοχος Επιφανής, Greek: "The Shining One") (ca. 215–
164 BC) ruled the Hellenistic Seleucid Empire from 175 BC until his death.

He was a son of Antiochus III the Great and brother of Seleucus IV Philopator. He was originally named 
Mithradates, but renamed Antiochus, either upon his ascension, or after the death of his elder brother 
Antiochus. Notable events during his reign include the near-conquest of Egypt, which was halted by the 
threat of Roman intervention, and the beginning of the Jewish revolt of the Maccabees.

Rise to power
Antiochus took power after the death of Seleucus Philopator. He had been hostage in Rome following the 
peace of Apamea in 188 BC, but had recently been exchanged for the son and rightful heir of Seleucus IV, 
the later Demetrius I Soter. Antiochus took advantage of this situation, and proclaimed himself co-regent 
with another of Seleucus' sons, the infant Antiochus, whose murder he orchestrated a few years later.

[edit] First invasion of Egypt
Because the guardians of Ptolemy VI of Egypt were demanding the return of Coele-Syria, Antiochus, in 170 
BC, decided on a preemptive strike against Egypt, and invaded, conquering all but Alexandria. He then 
captured Ptolemy, and agreed to let him continue as King, but as his puppet. (This had the advantage of not 
alarming Rome.) Alexandria thereupon chose Ptolemy's brother Ptolemy Euergetes as King. In Antiochus' 
absence, the two brothers agreed to rule jointly.
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[edit] Second invasion
Hence, in 168 BC, Antiochus again invaded, and overran all Egypt, except for Alexandria, while his fleet 
captured Cyprus. Near Alexandria he was met by Gaius Popillius Laenas, who told him that he must 
immediately withdraw from Egypt and Cyprus. Antiochus said he would discuss it with his council, 
whereupon the envoy drew round him a line in the sand, and said, "Before you cross this circle I want you to 
give me a reply for the Roman senate".The implication was that, were he to step out of the circle without an 
immediate commitment to withdraw from Egypt, the Syrian king would find himself at war with Rome. 
Being ambitious but not crazy, Antiochus promised to withdraw and only then Popillius agreed to shake 
hands with him.

[edit] Sack of Jerusalem
In a spirit of revenge, he organized an expedition against Jerusalem, which he destroyed; he put many of its 
inhabitants to death most cruelly. He had soldiers enter the Jewish Temple and slaughter a pig (which was 
considered "unclean" by the Jews) on the Altar of the Lord. They set the pig ablaze and then took the meat 
and tried to make some Jewish men eat it. The men refused and he cut their tongues out, scalped them, cut 
off their hands and feet, and burnt them on the Altar of the Lord. After this, the Jews began the war of 
independence under their Maccabean leaders, defeating the armies that Antiochus sent against them. Enraged 
at this, Antiochus is said to have marched against them in person, threatening to exterminate the nation; but, 
on the way, he suddenly died(164 BC). The exact causes of the Jewish revolt, and of Antiochus' response to 
it, are uncertain; the Jewish accounts are in the Books of the Maccabees, and the successful revolt is 
commemorated by the holiday of Hanukkah.

The Jews he oppressed mockingly referred to him as Antiochus Epimanes ("The Mad One") in a play of his 
name Epiphanes [1]

[edit] Final years
His last years were spent on a campaign against the rising Parthian empire, which seems to have been 
initially successful, but which terminated upon his death.

The reign of Antiochus was a last period of strength for the empire, but in some way it was fatal; since he 
was an usurper, and left his infant son Antiochus V Eupator as his successor, devastating dynastic wars 
followed his death.

Antiochus and the Jews
According to the account of 1 Maccabees, the High Priests at Jerusalem appointed by Antiochus were involved in 
systematically changing the traditions of the Jews that were based on the laws of Moses, to make them conform to 
Greek beliefs. A gymnasium was constructed in Jerusalem, and instead of learning their ancient law, the priests 
engaged in wrestling contests in the Greek fashion, which meant they were naked. Those who were circumcised 
endeavoured to conceal it. A general history of the reign of Antiochus IV is given by Morkholm.  

Antiochus' program of Hellenization also involved altering the scriptures. Greek cosmology was introduced into the 
Hebrew scriptures. The nature of the changes which were made at this time were described in Daniel's prophecy, in 
chapter 8. This prophecy, written by Daniel in ancient Babylon, depicted the rise of the empire of Alexander the Great, 
the division of his kingdom into four parts after his death, and the emergence of a remarkable "little horn" which grew 
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up to assault the stars of heaven.  

Critical scholars have assumed it would be impossible for Daniel to have so accurately foretold future events, so they 
have invented an unknown Jewish writer, contemporary with Antiochus IV, who represented himself as a prophet who 
lived centuries before, and who wrote history rather than prophecy. But if this were true, the author of the work must 
have been a very clever person indeed. He not only managed to convince his contemporaries the book was centuries 
old, but his message, intended for interpretation in a future generation, reveals the fraudulent introduction of the Greek 
cosmology in the Hebrew scriptures by Antiochus Epiphanes!  

Antiochus managed to change the cosmology believed in by subsequent generations. He caused the truth about the 
earth's constitution to be "cast to the ground," indeed. The crust of the earth, made on the second day of creation week, 
was identified with heaven, by the addition of the phrase "and God called the firmament Heaven," in Genesis 1:8. 
Before this time, the term "raqia" or firmament referred to the earth's rocky crust. This was expressed in the prophecy 
of Daniel 8 by the figure of a little horn, depicting Antiochus IV, exulting himself to the stars, and casting them to the 
earth, along with heaven itself. The raqia (firmament) became identified with heaven in the scripture, by certain 
alterations to key passages which involved locating the stars in the raqia or firmament, and identifying the raqia (or 
firmament) with heaven. Thus heaven was identified with the earth's crust! So heaven, and the stars, could be said to 
have been "cast to the earth". A fraud was successfully perpetrated, one that was to endure for more than two thousand 
years before its exposure.  

[See A Restored Text of Genesis 1.]  
[See also Psalm 19 Restored, a text file containing a series of posts discussing a restored version of Psalm 19.]  

Daniel's prophecy also indicates the "tamiyd" would be taken away. This word is rendered "daily sacrifice" in the 
KJV. The word "sacrifice" is shown italicized so was not in the original scriptures in verses 11-13, and probably does 
not belong. It was added by the KJV translators in an attempt to clarify the passage. The reference is to something 
"continual" or "perpetual," and it may depict the daily rotation of the earth about its axis. The earth's rotation is 
"continual" and "perpetual," as well as "constant" and "daily," all words which have been suggested as the meaning of 
"tamiyd." The knowledge of the earth's rotation was extinguished in the realm of Antiochus. Amongst the Jewish 
people it was suppressed, perhaps by alterations to the scriptures, such as the addition of the phrase "the world also is 
stablished, that it cannot be moved" in Psalm 93:1 and again in Psalm 96:10. These phrases were cited against Galileo 
centuries later as evidence that his teachings about the earth's rotation about its axis and its orbit around the sun were 
unscriptural.  

Another effect of the corruptions to the scripture introduced under Antiochus was that the Genesis account seemed to 
say the creation of the stars was subsequent to the formation of the earth. Yet there are many indications in scripture 
that the heavens were made before the earth, as the heavens are mentioned first in passages which paraphrase the 
events of Creation Week. Examples are Exodus 20:11, Nehemiah 9:6, Psalm 136:5-6, Isaiah 42:5, Isaiah 45:18. In 
scripture, when heaven and earth are mentioned together, heaven is generally mentioned first, and it was also created 
first. Jesus also followed this rule when he referred to heaven as God's throne, the earth as his footstool, as we read in 
Matthew 5:33-37.  

The true order of events in creation week seems to be, first the heavens were created, with all the stars, and galaxies; 
on the second day the earth's crust was formed in the midst of the waters, the land rose above the waters on the third 
day, and the sun, moon and planets of the solar system were made on the fourth day.  

[See: Antiochus IV, the Little Horn of Daniel 8.]
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