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LA TIMES: 

 

Fewer Californians support cutting illegal immigration benefits, Times/USC poll 

finds 

 

A new Los Angeles Times/USC poll has found a shift in California voter sentiment 

away from proposals to take away all social services from illegal immigrants, including 

access to schools and emergency medical treatment, from illegal residents. 

Large majorities in the poll supported two alternative proposals: one that would couple 

stronger enforcement at the border with a temporary worker program, and one that 

would combine stronger border enforcement with a path to eventual citizenship for 

illegal residents who perform community service, pay back taxes and learn English. 

 

The support for both a guest-worker program and a citizenship option were notable 

partly because they come at a time when California voters remain deeply pessimistic 

about the state's economy. 

 

The Los Angeles Times/USC College of Letters, Arts and Sciences poll surveyed 1,515 

registered voters from March 23 to 30. It was conducted by a bipartisan team of polling 

companies based in the Washington, D.C., area: Greenberg Quinlan Rosner, a 

Democratic firm, and American Viewpoint, a Republican firm. The margin of error is 

plus or minus 2.6 percentage points. 

 

The poll asked whether voters supported "implement stronger enforcement at the border 

and prohibit those here illegally from benefiting from any taxpayer-funded social 

services, including emergency room treatment and public education for children here 

illegally." In response, 31% said they strongly support and 32% said they strongly 

oppose. 

 

In 1994, California voters approved Proposition 187, which cut off many of those 

benefits to illegal immigrants. It was later ruled unconstitutional. 

 

Explore all the poll questions here. Check out Times reporter Evan Halper's entire story 

here. 

 

 

Jane Harman: My voting record isn't anti-immigration 

 

The Times' March 31 article. "Latino groups to release voting score card on 

immigration issues," inaccurately characterized my record on immigration policy. 

 

Let me be clear: I support comprehensive immigration reform and providing the 

estimated 11 million undocumented immigrants already in our country a path toward 

earned legalization. 

 

The Times based its article on an analysis by the National Latino Congreso of seven 

http://bit.ly/8Zufp8
http://bit.ly/8Zufp8


immigration-related votes I cast from 2007 to 2009. The article said that I was "cited for 

votes to expand immigration enforcement to social service programs and to require 

those owning or renting publicly subsidized housing to prove their legal status." 

 

The two votes mentioned in the story were amendments to two different bills. One of 

the amendments provided more funding to combat benefits fraud and barred the federal 

government from hiring undocumented workers. The second required those living in 

public housing financed by federal tax dollars to establish their legal residency with 

secure forms of identification. Both amendments reinforced already existing laws. 

 

Many members of both parties voted just as I did, and Democrats unanimously 

supported both underlying bills. The National Latino Congreso characterized those 

votes as anti-immigrant. The group's leaders are entitled to their perspective. 

 

I am the daughter of immigrants. I know firsthand the struggles and satisfactions of the 

immigrant communities of the South Bay. And I have been working on overhauling our 

immigration policy to recognize the value and contributions of hardworking 

immigrants. 

 

I am working closely with many immigration groups, including the Coalition for 

Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles and the Mexican American Legal Defense 

Fund. 

 

I have not yet had the opportunity to work with the National Latino Congreso. I look 

forward to it. 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 06, 2010. 

 

LA TIMES: 

 

Gomez vows to be advocate for L.A.'s immigrants and the less fortunate 

 

Cardinal Roger Mahony on Tuesday introduced Los Angeles to his successor, San 

Antonio Archbishop Jose Gomez, saying Gomez would be an advocate for the city's 

vast immigrant community as well as the less fortunate. 

 

"Over the years he has been a most effective leader working with priests serving the 

Spanish-speaking communities across the country, and his leadership in proclaiming the 

dignity and rights of our immigrant peoples has helped motivate many people to 

advocate for our immigrants," Mahony said. Gomez voiced his unequivocal support for 

immigration reform and said he wholeheartedly supported Mahony's advocacy for 

immigrant rights. 

 

Gomez spoke of his joy of coming to Los Angeles, which he said "like no other city in 

the world, has the global face of the Catholic Church." 

 



He recalled how immediately after he was told about his new appointment, "the first 

thing I saw was a painting of our Lady of Guadalupe in the hallway. "I felt her love and 

protection. To Mary of Guadalupe, I would like to entrust my new ministry in the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles." 

 

He invited everyone to "thank God for our diversity and to commit ourselves to things 

that unite us," which he explained were "our service to Jesus, the poor, the defense of 

the unborn child, the immigrant and the disabled." 

 

Gomez, who was warm and funny in his interaction with reporters, said he had not spent 

much time in Los Angeles. 

 

"I need to learn about it," he said. "I don't know too much about it." 

 

Mahony, who spoke first, stressed to the pope about the importance of having a 

Hispanic archbishop. He noted that Los Angeles has the largest Spanish-speaking 

diocese in the U.S. and the fourth-largest in the world. He said that is the real story 

today. 

 

He said Gomez's appointment sends a signal around the world that the church supports 

Spanish-speaking Catholics. "I was so grateful to God for this gift of a Hispanic 

archbishop," he said. 

 

"I welcome Archbishop Gomez to the Archdiocese of Los Angeles with enthusiasm and 

personal excitement," Mahony said. "During the process to select a new Archbishop, I 

urged that the Archdiocese of Los Angeles deserved to have a Hispanic as the next 

Archbishop. Los Angeles is the largest Hispanic Diocese or Archdiocese in the United 

States." 

 

Gomez, 58, has risen rapidly through the Catholic church and earned a national 

reputation. In replacing Mahony, Gomez would instantly become the most prominent 

Latino bishop in the U.S., leading an archdiocese that by far is the nation's largest and is 

dominated by parishioners with roots in his native Mexico. 

 

If his personal history is any guide, he also could be expected to guide the Los Angeles 

church along a more traditional -- some would say conservative -- path than Mahony, 

known as one of the most progressive archbishops in the country and an impassioned 

fighter for immigrants' rights. 

 

Gomez is a former member of Opus Dei, a conservative and controversial Catholic 

organization (known to most Americans because of its unflattering role in "The DaVinci 

Code," which Opus Dei leaders denounced as misleading and offensive). 

 

Mahony addressed that issue in his statement Tuesday morning: "Some may conclude 

that since Archbishop Gomez was ordained a priest of Opus Dei he must be 

'conservative.' In fact, these labels of 'conservative' and 'liberal' are really unhelpful in 

the life of the Church. We are all called to a deep relationship with Jesus Christ, and I 

can attest that both of us share a common commitment to Christ and to the Church, and 

that both of us are interested in promoting the teachings of the Church fully as well as 

bringing the words and example of Christ to today's society and world. I consider 



ourselves to share an equal commitment to the continued growth of the Church here in 

Los Angeles." 

 

Gomez built a reputation in San Antonio as a staunch traditionalist who reversed some 

of the more liberal-leaning initiatives of his predecessor. According to local news 

reports, he disbanded a Justice and Peace Commission whose members disagreed with 

his support for a state constitutional amendment barring gay marriage, and he once 

denounced a local Catholic college for hosting then-presidential candidate Hillary 

Rodham Clinton, an advocate of abortion rights. 

 

Since taking over the San Antonio archdiocese in 2005, Gomez has pleased some 

members of the community with his strong anti-abortion stance and his insistence on 

traditional church doctrine, while alienating others who favor a more progressive 

approach, according to the San Antonio Express-News. 

 

Vatican picks a Latino to lead Los Angeles Archdiocese 

 

Archbishop Jose Gomez of San Antonio will take over from Cardinal Roger Mahony. 

The selection of the Mexican American reflects a change in the U.S. church from 

Eurocentric to Latino-dominated. 

 

The Vatican's choice of a Mexican-born archbishop, Jose Gomez of San Antonio, as the 

next prelate of Los Angeles reflects the formal acknowledgment of a remarkable, 

decades-long shift in the center of gravity of the U.S. Roman Catholic Church -- from 

Northeast to Southwest, from Eurocentric to Latino-dominated. 

 

The 58-year-old Gomez has the potential to reshape the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

over most of the next two decades, assuming he can successfully steer it past the shoals 

of a lingering sexual abuse crisis. In him, Pope Benedict XVI clearly saw a leader for a 

new kind of American church, one that is in sync with changing demographics but also 

adheres to Benedict's traditional notions about Catholic theology. 

 

"This is an epic moment in the life of the church in the United States," Cardinal Roger 

Mahony said Tuesday as he introduced his successor during a news conference at the 

Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels, itself a symbol of L.A.'s position as the new 

capital of U.S. Catholicism. 

 

Gomez, who stood near Mahony, nodding and smiling slightly as he was introduced, 

struck a humble tone in his own remarks to reporters. "I know that God will give me the 

grace to serve this local church well, as Cardinal Mahony has done for so many fruitful 

years," he said. 

 

The archbishop, who has led the San Antonio Archdiocese since 2005, was named by 

the Vatican on Tuesday as co-adjutor of the Los Angeles Archdiocese and will assume 

that role May 26. The term means he will be Mahony's successor-in-training until the 

cardinal retires early next year, as expected, at age 75. 

 

At that point, Gomez will become archbishop of what is by far the largest Catholic 

community in the United States, spread over Los Angeles, Ventura and Santa Barbara 

counties and containing more than 4 million members, 70% of them Latino. 



 

Given the stature of Los Angeles in the worldwide church, he will almost certainly be 

elevated to cardinal at some point after Mahony's retirement. 

 

"Until now, New York has been the biggest prize in the American church," said Rocco 

Palmo, a Philadelphia-based blogger who closely follows Catholic affairs. "But now it's 

L.A . . . by far." Gomez, Palmo said, will be able to speak to Latinos "in a way that no 

other American prelate in the top ranks has ever been able to. . . . The makeup of the 

leadership in the church has been forever changed overnight." 

 

The appointment of Gomez, along with that last year of Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan 

of New York, will also allow Benedict to put his own stamp on the U.S. church. 

 

Gomez will take over an archdiocese with problems as outsize as its geography, and 

will be charged with trying to move the local church beyond a priestly abuse scandal 

that involved hundreds of victims and led to a $660 million court settlement with 

victims, the largest in the nation. 

 

Some of those who know Gomez or have followed his career said he is unusually well 

suited to the job, with a reputation as a soft-spoken conciliator who is nevertheless 

unafraid to stake out strong, uncompromising positions. "I think he's humble enough to 

listen, but I think he's confident enough to lead," said Daniel G. Groody, a Catholic 

priest who heads the Center for Latino Spirituality and Culture at the University of 

Notre Dame. 

 

Mahony said his successor will bring another valuable asset to the archdiocese, which 

has been forced to sell off many assets to pay for the sex abuse settlement. Gomez, the 

cardinal said, was trained as a certified public accountant, "so he will have hands-on 

experience . . . with these issues." 

 

Critics, largely from the community of Catholic sex abuse victims, said Gomez had 

been overly lenient with several priests accused of sexual abuse in San Antonio. 

 

"With Gomez, the pope is promoting a bishop with a troubling record of recent secrecy 

and risk regarding child safety," said Barbara Garcia Boehland of the Survivors 

Network of Those Abused by Priests. "If the pope is trying to convince us he's 'tough' 

on abuse, he's shooting himself in the foot by elevating Gomez." 

 

Gomez has raised eyebrows in the past because of his long affiliation with Opus Dei, a 

conservative Catholic organization that has been accused of adhering to cult-like 

secrecy and gained notoriety for its sinister role in "The Da Vinci Code" fictional book 

and movie. 

 

The organization has strenuously objected to that portrayal, and Gomez said Tuesday 

that Opus Dei "has helped me grow spiritually" and did not strike him as adhering to a 

conservative stance, "because we are not conservative or liberal -- we are faithful to the 

teachings of Jesus Christ." When Gomez became a bishop, his affiliation was switched 

automatically from Opus Dei to the Archdiocese of Denver, and later San Antonio, 

according to Tod Tamberg, spokesman for the L.A. Archdiocese. 

 



Gomez also denied the allegations that he had protected abusive priests. "That's not 

true," he said, without elaborating about any particular cases. He promised to be vigilant 

in protecting children from abusive priests. 

 

Tuesday's news conference, which featured perhaps three dozen people clustered in the 

vastness of the downtown cathedral, was in some ways a study in contrasts. It began 

with Mahony, standing erect, a full head taller than Gomez, reading a three-page 

statement in English and then again in English-accented Spanish. He said he had urged 

the pope to appoint a Latino successor and was "so grateful to God for this gift of a 

Hispanic archbishop." 

 

Gomez, round-faced, his hair already grayer than Mahony's, then read his own 

statement, shifting effortlessly between Spanish-accented English and his native 

Spanish. He turned emotional as he spoke of his ties to San Antonio, where his mother 

grew up and where he served as a priest through most of the 1990s. When he spoke of 

his parishioners in the archdiocese there, his voice broke and he halted to compose 

himself as he said, "I will never forget them, and will never stop thanking God for the 

privilege of having served them." 

 

In San Antonio, Deacon Pat Rogers of the archdiocese said Tuesday that the news came 

as no surprise. "The rumor mill has been, since he got here, that Jose Gomez -- who is 

from Mexico, is well thought of and is a conciliator -- will one day be in Los Angeles," 

Rogers said. "The 100 people or so who work at the chancery, of course, felt a certain 

sense of pride that the pope himself felt strongly enough about [Gomez's] gifts to 

choose him to take on the challenges of the largest archdiocese in the country. On the 

other hand, there is a lot of sadness." 

 

In Monterrey, Mexico, where Gomez was born, one priest with the local archdiocese 

said he expected the transition from Mahony to be subtle. "Initially, I think you will see 

continuity in the pastoral work of the archdiocese," Father Juan Jose Martinez said. 

"And then, little by little, as [Gomez] gets to know the very large area, he will put his 

stamp on it." 

 

"Los Angeles is an archdiocese with many, many challenges," Martinez said. "But 

Monsignor Gomez is a tireless worker. He is very accessible, very affable. It made an 

impression on me that he always has a smile. He is of course well-versed in theology 

and philosophy but also has that special talent to be close to people. He is a great gift for 

Los Angeles." 

 

Father Thomas Rausch, professor of theological studies at Loyola Marymount 

University, said it is far too early to say what the differences will be between Gomez 

and Mahony. But he said Mahony is "probably the most progressive of American 

cardinals," and not just because of his high-profile support for immigration reform. 

Mahony has also drawn criticism from conservative Catholics for his outreach to gay 

Catholics and for his annual religious education congress, which can draw progressive 

speakers. 

 

Ernesto Cortes Jr., co-director of the Industrial Areas Foundation, a community 

organizing group active in both Los Angeles and San Antonio, said Gomez has worked 

collaboratively with his organization and other community-based and ecumenical 



groups. "He's a champion of immigrant rights and immigration reform," he said. "And 

from my understanding he's been a very good archbishop." 

 

Father Jarlath Cunanne, who ministers to many Mexican and Central American 

immigrants at his church in the Pico-Union neighborhood, St. Thomas the Apostle, said 

Gomez's life story would undoubtedly strike a chord with the Latino majority in the 

archdiocese. "The church in Los Angeles, for sure . . . is now predominantly Hispanic, 

so I do think that they'll be excited about that, and that's a good thing and a positive 

thing," he said. "It does reflect the experience of the people I'm working with, that's for 

sure." 

 

Wednesday, April 07, 2010. 

LA TIMES: 

 

Latino immigrants proud that L.A.'s next archbishop is 'one of us' 

 

Many agree that such an appointment is long overdue in an archdiocese that is now 70% 

Latino. Jose Gomez, born in Mexico, is expected to take over next year. 

Change 

 

"It's a recognition of the numbers, basically," says Msgr. David O'Connell, pastor of St. 

Michael Catholic Church in South Los Angeles, about a Latino's appointment to head 

an archdiocese that is 70% Latino. (Mel Melcon / Los Angeles Times / April 7, 2010) 

 

It was a weekday evening following the exhilaration of Holy Week, but St. Michael 

Catholic Church in South Los Angeles was still abuzz. 

 

There was a memorial Mass for a deceased parishioner, a spiritual encounter for 

couples, a women's prayer gathering and a session for new parents -- all conducted in 

Spanish. People arrived en masse as though headed to a sporting event, undeterred by a 

church bulletin noting five recent homicides in the vicinity. 

 

Word was just circulating that the Archdiocese of Los Angeles would soon have a new 

leader -- Archbishop Jose Gomez of San Antonio, Mexican-born, like most of these 

parishioners -- replacing Cardinal Roger Mahony, set to retire next year after a quarter-

century guiding his hometown see. 

 

A pervasive sense of pride, even elation, greeted the news that a compatriot would 

become the heir apparent. 

 

"Of course it makes you feel good. He's one of us; he understands us," said Juan 

Bramusco, 60, originally from Mexico's Zacatecas state. 

 

Many agreed that such an appointment was long overdue in an archdiocese that is now 

70% Latino. But Humberto Magallanes, another volunteer, voiced a common refrain. 

 

"The new bishop is going to have some big shoes to fill," said Magallanes, 29, a 

construction worker. "Cardinal Rogelio Mahony has fought for immigrants as much as 

anyone." 

 



The scene, in miniature, captured much of the mood in Latino-dominated Catholic 

churches in Southern California as the leadership transition began to unfold in the 

nation's most populous archdiocese. 

 

The appointment of Gomez, poised to become the country's highest-ranking Latino 

cleric, represents a watershed changing of the guard in the U.S. church, which is headed 

toward a Latino majority in coming years. 

 

"It's a recognition of the numbers, basically," said a delighted Msgr. David O'Connell, 

pastor of St. Michael, as he directed parishioners to the various events Tuesday evening. 

 

The sex-abuse scandals that have battered the church's global image don't seem to have 

deflated attendance at St. Michael and other Southern California parishes brimming 

with new Latino immigrants championed by Mahony and his like-minded priests. 

 

"There's a real contrast for us these days between what's happening in these parishes and 

what's happening in the church at large with all the scandals," said O'Connell, a white-

haired native of Ireland who has served more than three decades in Southern California. 

"The church is having a difficult time. But at the parish level we are experiencing this 

whole new vitality and energy." 

 

Many parishioners spoke of a sense of belonging in a world that can often feel 

threatening, especially for those in the country illegally, as is the case for many at St. 

Michael. 

 

"In Latin America, we rely on a sense of family, but this country can be very cold 

sometimes, intimidating," said Leopoldo Rivas, 36, who was attending a meeting for 

married couples at St. Michael with his wife, Beatriz. "Here at the church we feel we are 

part of a family." 

 

The acclaim for Gomez's appointment at St. Michael and other Latino-dominated 

churches was clearly not a case of relief at the departure of an old regime. Quite the 

contrary. 

 

Parishioners seemed to have nothing but praise for Mahony and his immigrant-friendly 

agenda. His Spanish may be heavily accented, several said, but all had seen the tall, 

bespectacled figure taking their side on Spanish-language television. Many seem to 

connect the church's pro-immigrant stance to their comfort level here. 

 

The feeling of belonging has resulted in a striking sense of dynamism and solidarity at 

many Latino-dominated Catholic churches, especially at the Spanish-language services 

that now typically outnumber, and outdraw, the English-language ceremonies. 

 

The immigrant boom has revitalized houses of worship like St. Michael that seemed 

doomed a generation ago as older congregations moved out or lost interest. 

 

"A number of churches founded in the early 20th century in the core areas of Los 

Angeles that were left near empty as a result of migration to the suburbs filled up again 

with the immigration that began in the 1980s," said Tod Tamberg, an archdiocesan 

spokesman. 



 

Two decades ago, the evenings would typically find St. Michael empty and the parking 

lot vacant. "The priest's car was the only one parked here at night," said Juan Bramusco, 

who was among a trio of volunteers providing security for a packed lot on a recent 

evening. "Now we hardly have space for everyone." 

 

The Virgin of Guadalupe, the transcendent standard-bearer of Mexican Catholicism, has 

become a ubiquitous symbol whose feast day is celebrated with mariachis even at 

wealthy St. Monica Catholic Church in Santa Monica, where Gov. Arnold 

Schwarzenegger and his family worship. 

 

Many expert commentators expressed concern that Gomez could bring a more 

conservative vision to a church where Mahony has long been viewed as a progressive 

proponent of the 1960s-era Vatican II reforms that liberalized Catholic practices. That 

remains to be seen. 

 

But Gomez, in his introductory statements, left no doubt that Mahony's championing of 

immigrants would be at the top of his agenda. That message came through loud and 

clear among the new-immigrant multitudes who have brought new life to venerable 

churches like St. Michael, founded more than a century ago by German dairy farmers. 

 

"Cardinal Mahony was always a great friend of immigrants," Jose Garcia, 72, a native 

of Mexico and longtime member of St. Thomas the Apostle, said Wednesday outside 

the Pico-Union church. "The new bishop is Latino. He can communicate with us 

directly. We can only hope that the politicians will listen to him." 

 

Thursday, April 08, 2010. 

 

LA TIMES: 

 

A sea change in attitudes toward illegal immigration? 

 

Exposure of the state's young Latino and Asian populations to various ethnic 

backgrounds has brought familiarity, which in turn brings broad-mindedness not seen in 

older residents. 

 

From tax cuts to term limits, from solar cells to surfboards, trends that take off in 

California often make their way east. In the 1990s, California's growing frustration on 

the issue of illegal immigration -- reflected in the passage of a ballot proposition that 

would have denied many government services to illegal immigrants had it not been 

found unconstitutional -- foreshadowed a national political debate. 

 

Results from a just-released Los Angeles Times/USC College of Letters, Arts and 

Sciences poll may signal another sea change in public opinion on immigration. As 

Barack Obama and Congress trade barbs about whether and how to confront the issue of 

immigration reform, they should consider how voter sentiments on the volatile issue 

continue to evolve. 

 

Californians have historically drawn very bright lines to distinguish between their 

feelings on legal versus illegal immigration. So it was no surprise that many poll 



respondents indicated strong support for a legalization process of the type that 

Presidents George W. Bush and Obama have both favored -- nor was it surprising that 

there was a similar level of support for a guest worker program, in which immigrants 

can come to this country for jobs on a temporary basis. 

 

But on another issue, public sentiment seems to be changing. In 1994, Proposition 187 

passed with almost 60% of the vote, and polling done by both political parties during 

subsequent election campaigns has suggested that the state's electorate would continue 

to support measures to deny a broad range of social services to illegal immigrants. Our 

new poll, however, found that California voters today are almost evenly divided on the 

question. Forty-five percent of respondents still support the denial of services -- 

including public schooling and healthcare to illegal immigrants -- but 47% oppose the 

idea. This represents a marked shift in public opinion with ramifications for both state 

and national politics and policy reform efforts. 

 

It would be natural to assume that California's growing numbers of Latino and Asian 

American voters are the reason for this historic shift. But that would be only part of the 

story. Although voters from these two groups oppose the denial of social services at a 

greater level than white or African American voters, the opinion gap on this question is 

much more pronounced when results are broken down demographically by age rather 

than race. 

 

Californians aged 18 to 29 opposed this proposal by more than a 20-point margin, while 

voters 65 and over supported it by 12 points. That's a differential of more than 30 points 

between age groups on the question of whether illegal immigrants should receive social 

services from the state, a much larger disparity than when the results were examined by 

racial or ethnic category. Further, on the more basic question of whether illegal 

immigrants have an overall positive or negative effect on the state, voters under 45 

joined Latino and Asian American respondents in answering that illegal immigrants 

represent a net benefit. 

 

As is the case on the issue of same-sex marriage, age has become the primary factor 

determining opinion on illegal immigration in California. That has not been true for 

other societal issues such as abortion and guns. Although young voters in California are 

disproportionately Latino or Asian American compared with older voters, it appears that 

a broader dynamic is at work here as well. Attitudes among white voters between 18 

and 29 on the question of services to illegal immigrants were almost identical to those 

of the entire age group. 

 

Just as young people are more likely to have gotten to know a gay neighbor or co-

worker, the growth in the Latino and Asian population in the state has given young 

Californians a much higher comfort level than their elders with those of different racial 

and ethnic backgrounds. In both cases, exposure has brought familiarity, which has in 

turn brought tolerance. 

 

That doesn't mean that immigration reform will necessarily be accomplished in 

Washington this year or next, but it does provide an early glimpse at how the issue will 

be resolved in the not-too-distant future. 

 



Dan Schnur, director of the Jesse M. Unruh Institute of Politics at USC, was 

communications director for Gov. Pete Wilson and an advisor to the 2000 presidential 

campaign of U.S. Sen. John McCain. 

 

 

Washington Post: 

 

SEIU blasts Obama immigration enforcement policies 

 

By Spencer S. Hsu 

One of the nation's biggest labor unions, a major backer of President Obama, is 

condemning his Department of Homeland Security's immigration enforcement 

practices, protesting the use of deportation quotas for agents and expanded workplace 

audits. 

 

Eliseo Medina, international executive vice president of Service Employees 

International Union, said SEIU members want DHS "to stop these crazy, irrational 

policies," while seeking to turn up pressure on Congress to take up overhaul legislation. 

SEIU is holding vigils and demonstrations Thursday in Oakland and Sacramento, Calif., 

and then in Los Angeles, San Francisco, San Jose, Boston, New York City and 

Minneapolis Friday. 

 

While Obama and Homeland Security Janet Napolitano criticized the George W. Bush 

administration for emphasizing factory raids and neighborhood sweeps, and promised 

instead to focus on deporting the most dangerous illegal immigrants, immigrant 

advocates said that thousands of ordinary workers are still being forced into the 

underground economy by electronic audits of companies' hiring records. 

 

Combined with recent disclosures that U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement is 

changing how it evaluates agents to emphasize caseload quotas and is widening whom it 

targets for deportation to sustain high removal statistics, Medina said the reality of 

DHS's actions is not matching the administration's rhetoric. 

 

"They said they were going after criminals. They need to do that. They said they were 

going after bad actor employers to take away the profit motive. They need to do that. 

But instead, they are still going after meatpackers, janitors and cooks," Medina said. 

 

"There has been a failure with this strategy, and so there's a lot of anger within our 

union, because we look at and see the everyday impact of these policies, and it's the 

complete opposite of what they said they were going to do," Medina said. 

 

In related news, frustrated with Democrats, the SEIU is starting a new third party in 

North Carolina. 

 

Friday, April 09, 2010.  

 

Washington Post: 

 

Killing of Ariz. rancher roils immigration debate 

  



FILE - This 2008 file photo provided by the Arizona Farming & Ranching Hall of Fame 

shows Cochise County rancher Robert Krentz in Goodyear, Ariz, Krentz was killed 

Saturday, March 27, 2010 on his 35,000 acre ranch north of Douglas. The killing of the 

third-generation rancher has become a flashpoint in the immigration debate as 

politicians cite the episode as further proof that the U.S. must do more to secure the 

violent U.S.-Mexico border. (AP Photo/Arizona Farming & Ranching Hall of Fame, 

Michelle Roles) 

FILE - This 2008 file photo provided by the Arizona Farming & Ranching Hall of Fame 

shows Cochise County rancher Robert Krentz in Goodyear, Ariz, Krentz was killed 

Saturday, March 27, 2010 on his 35,000 acre ranch north of Douglas. The killing of the 

third-generation rancher has become a flashpoint in the immigration debate as 

politicians cite the episode as further proof that the U.S. must do more to secure the 

violent U.S.-Mexico border. (AP Photo/Arizona Farming & Ranching Hall of Fame, 

Michelle Roles) (Michelle Roles - AP) 

 

PHOENIX -- Cattle rancher Rob Krentz often helped illegal immigrants he found 

stranded on his sprawling Arizona ranch. 

 

Then two weeks ago, he and his dog were gunned down shortly after he reported 

spotting someone who appeared to be in trouble. Foot tracks were followed from the 

shooting scene about 20 miles south, to the Mexico border, and authorities suspect an 

illegal immigrant. 

 

The killing of the third-generation rancher has become a flashpoint in the immigration 

debate as politicians cite the episode as further proof that the U.S. must do more to 

secure the violent U.S.-Mexico border. 

 

The governors of New Mexico and Arizona took a public tour of the border this week in 

support of more security. The subject has ignited endless discussion on blogs, and has 

been politicized in the U.S. Senate Republican brawl between J.D. Hayworth and 

incumbent John McCain. 

 

Hayworth has accused McCain of not doing enough to protect U.S. citizens from 

growing border violence. McCain, for his part, has called for increased security in 

response to the killing. 

 

"The federal government must do all it can within its power to curb this violence and 

protect its citizens from criminals coming across the border from Mexico," McCain 

wrote in a letter to Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano, a former Arizona 

governor. 

 

Krentz will be remembered at a funeral Saturday in Douglas, about 35 miles southwest 

of his 35,000-acre ranch and the home where he raised three children with his wife of 

33 years, Sue. 

 

Investigators have not definitively tied the killing to the drug trade, but the slaying 

comes at a time when well-armed cartel factions have battled each other and federal 

authorities in several Mexican border cities, resulting in thousands of brutal killings. 
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The violence has been concentrated in Mexico's Ciudad Juarez on the Texas border and 

Tijuana, just south of San Diego, and hasn't yet spilled over into Arizona's remote 

border region. 

 

Krentz's death sparked fears that was changing. 

 

The Krentz family was no stranger to the problems of illegal immigration. Their home 

was robbed, and Krentz once found the carcass of one of his calves that had been killed 

for food, presumably by starving immigrants. 

 

But the soft-spoken rancher bore no ill will toward illegal immigrants, according to 

friends and family. 

 

They say Krentz sympathized with their desire for a piece of the American pie. He gave 

them food and water if they were in distress, and sometimes he'd call the U.S. Border 

Patrol, which meant deportation but also guarantees of medical assistance and escape 

from possible death. 

 

"If they come and ask for water, I'll still give them water," Krentz once told PBS' 

Religion & Ethics Newsweekly in 1999. "You know, that's just my nature." 

 

Wendy Glenn, who has a ranch south of the Krentz property and is a good family 

friend, said she believes she heard some of Krentz's last words when he used a radio to 

talk to his brother the day he was killed. 

 

"He says, 'I see an immigrant out here, and he appears to need help. Call the Border 

Patrol,'" Glenn, 69, said she heard Krentz say at about 10:30 a.m. on March 27. "He was 

not frantic. He was not calling for help." 

 

After Krentz went missing for hours and hadn't communicated with anyone, Glenn said 

she and others assumed he'd been robbed and stranded somewhere on his property. But 

his body was found just before midnight in a remote area of his land. 

 

After he was shot, the 58-year-old Krentz managed to drive away in his all-terrain 

vehicle before losing consciousness and dying from his wounds. Nothing had been 

stolen from him, and his gun was still in its holster. His dog was killed, too. 

 

Glenn and those who knew Krentz say he never would have confronted anyone he 

thought was dangerous. Most likely, he was just trying to help, they say. 

 

"There are a lot of people out here who are unarmed that need help, and I'm sure Rob 

didn't realize he was armed," Glenn said. "I think he approached to see if he could help 

him and the guy thought maybe he was going to get arrested, that maybe Rob was the 

law ... I don't know what the guy thought, but he never gave Rob a chance." 

 

She said Krentz was modest, honest and an unwavering friend, and that everyone who 

knew him is "absolutely devastated." 

 

"I keep expecting to see Rob walk in the door," she said. "The reality now is very hard 

to face. That man is gone forever." 



 

Krentz's family members declined requests for comment, but released a statement 

saying he was a humanitarian "who bore no ill will toward anyone" and instilled in his 

children the importance of honesty and fair dealing. 

 

The family said they hold no malice toward the Mexican people and blame the U.S. and 

Mexican governments for the killing. 

 

"Their disregard of our repeated pleas and warnings of impending violence toward our 

community fell on deaf ears shrouded in political correctness," according to the 

statement. "As a result, we have paid the ultimate price for their negligence in credibly 

securing our borderlands." 
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Area businesses join push for immigration reform 

 

About 200 Chicago-area businesses joined former Gov. Jim Edgar on Thursday in 

announcing the formation of a new coalition to push for federal immigration reforms. 

 

The group argued that legal status for an estimated 540,000 illegal immigrants in the 

state would result in billions of dollars of new economic activity. 

 

"I can't think of any better way to move this economy than to finally deal with 

comprehensive immigration reform," Edgar said during a news conference Thursday at 

the Merchandise Mart. 

 

The representatives of restaurants, hotels, technology companies and other businesses 

with immigrant workers plan to urge Illinois members of Congress to take up the issue 

this year. The statewide restaurant association has planned a lobbying trip to 

Washington next week. 

 

A number of the members of the new Illinois Business Immigration Coalition expressed 

hope that Edgar's participation would garner support from fellow Republicans in 

Congress, where past immigration reform efforts have stalled. 

 

President Barack Obama, who has said he hopes to tackle immigration reform by the 

end of the year, has called Republican support necessary to enact changes. 

 

So far this year, a Democrat-sponsored bill has been introduced in the House that, 

among other things, would offer a path to legal status for the estimated 10.6 million 

people in the country illegally. Plans for a similar Senate bill have the stated support of 

just one Republican -- Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C. 

 

Edgar said he has tried to convince Republican colleagues of the economic merits of 

immigration, warning that a lack of support could cause lasting political damage. 

 

"If the immigrant community views us as a party that is hostile to them ... we just can't 

afford that," he said. 



 

But, as supporters push for another try at immigration reform in Congress, opponents 

have also organized. 

 

The North Carolina-based Americans for Legal Immigration PAC is funding a series of 

"Unite Against Amnesty" rallies around the country next week -- including one in 

Chicago. William Gheen, head of the political action committee, said businesses that 

argue for immigration reform run the risk of boycotts from customers who don't support 

it. 

 

"I hope they know what this will do to their business," Gheen said in a telephone 

interview. 

 

At the Thursday event, some business owners appeared wary, declining to comment 

publicly despite an hour-long presentation arguing that legalization would generate $1.5 

trillion in economic gains for the country over the next decade. 

 

David Midgley, a retired software company developer, was more concerned about 

whether the new group could have an impact. 

 

"The trouble is, there are a lot of noneconomic arguments, along the lines of 'Oh, my 

God, we've got to keep them out,'" he said. "Frankly, I don't know how to counter that. I 

hope we can." 

 

--Antonio Olivo 


