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A year ago none of us could have predicted how far Iceni would progress.  Much has happened 

in the last 12 months.   

 

Iceni Seniors completed their second season in British Water Polo League in fine style despite 

illness and unavailability for some weekends.  They endured some heavy defeats in the first half 

of the season but phase 2 saw a marked improvement with several games being conceded by just 

a few goals including a 12-9 defeat by Penguin Kings in December.  The team were clearly 

growing in confidence and experience, and they were eventually rewarded with their first win on 

24th February in a London League match against rivals Penguin, clinching a sweet victory 5-2. 

 

Meanwhile Iceni Juniors played a London League winter tournament, winning 9-4 against 

Croydon and drawing two more matches to finish 2nd overall.  The Seniors and Juniors are now 

both playing in London League summer competitions and we look forward to more victories. 

 

The Juniors continue to hold monthly training sessions at Felsted and the Seniors have set up a 

regular training session at Bedford School. 

 

Much of Iceni's success would not have been possible without help from our sponsors.  Sported 

will be giving us welcome publicity through their Olympic Legacy initiative, and it's worth 

repeating senior captain Carly Rutter's quote: 

 

"It is really important for young individuals to be given the opportunity to show their talent and 

have the ability to climb the ladder to sporting success. Equally important is the opportunity for 

males and females to be given a level playing field in sport. Through the development of team 

Iceni combined with the help and belief from Sported,we have offered female water polo players 

the chance to compete in games where women’s water polo isn’t readily available. Clubs such as 

Iceni have encouraged players to return to sport after a break and Sported has given them the 

financial boost any club needs to progress and develop well.  The team has successfully recruited 

30 regular players with another 50 potential girls looking to either join or train with Iceni.  The 

London Olympics has inspired a new burst of enthusiasm and passion for sport, encouraging 

sporty healthier lifestyles. It is a result of the legacy that charities like Sported can offer funding 

to various clubs to help change young lives through sport." 

 

However, all this progress has come at a price: the club coaches, officers and committee are 

struggling to cope with the workload of organising and running such a fast-growing club.  We 

are very grateful to Caryn and Paul Brazier for offering us free use of their Club Organiser 

software, and to all the parents and supporters who help with transport and chaperoning.  We 

need more people to come forward and help take Iceni to the next level.  You don’t need formal 

qualifications, just enthusiasm! 
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