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Iceni Water Polo Club was set up in 2010 and affiliated to ASA East Region with the aim of 

entering a Women’s team in the British Water Polo League. 

 

Iceni entered the BWPL Women’s Division 4 in 2011 and had our first matches in September 

in Sheffield.  This was the start of a learning experience which has at times been extremely 

hard but always rewarding.  Our first year of competition has been one of massive ups and 

downs with Iceni being defiant and unbowed if defeated.  We have always had at least 8 

players at each BWPL weekend, growing to 11 and 12 players available for the final 

tournaments.  Over the season we have had 20 women representing the club at BWPL, a 

magnificent turnout. 

 

Iceni have also avoided the Div 4 wooden spoon, largely because Birmingham were docked 

four points after being unable to to field a team at Basingstoke in December.  Success is not 

just about winning games, it’s also about making the commitment and getting a team to every 

event. 

 

Funding for Iceni in 2011 consisted of a short term loan from ASA East Region, two 

Chairman’s Grants from BT and a grant from SPORTED. In addition the girls each 

contributed 50% of the BWPL entry fees.  

 

For 2012 Iceni have funding in place to cover BWPL costs.  A further grant from SPORTED 

will be used to fund training courses for the girls and equipment purchases.  The team have a 

new logo and are designing a costume for the club: there is space on the design for 

sponsorship, and we have several companies already interested for next season.  The recent 

BWPL coverage on Sky Sports has brought welcome publicity. 

 

Following the success of the Girls Training Camp at Felsted in Spring 2012, a junior Iceni 

team has been formed and will compete in regional under-16 competitions. 

 

I am impressed with the enthusiasm and dedication shown by all the Iceni players, coaches 

and supporters this year, and I look forward to another year of success in women’s water polo. 

 

 

Chris Stephens 
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