
}Ult) Document-Based Questions 

PART FOUR: Forging an Industrial Society, 1865-1909 

DBQ 7 
The Role of Capitalists, 1875-1900 
Directions: In this DBQ, you must compose an essay that uses both your 
interpretation of Documents A-G and your own outside knowledge of the period 
mentioned in this question. 

Historians have often portrayed the capitalists who shaped post-Civil War 
industrial America as either admirable "captains of industry" or corrupt 
"robber barons." Evaluate which of these descriptions - "captains of industry" 
or "robber barons" - is a more accurate characterization ofthese capitalists. 

Use these documents and your knowledge of the period 1875-1900 to 

compose your answer. 


Document A 
Source: Henry George, Progress and Poverty, 1879. 

The wealthy class is becoming more wealthy; but the 
poorer class is becoming more dependent. The gulf 
between the employed and the employer is growing 
wider; social contrasts are becoming sharper; as 
liveried carriages appear; so do barefooted children. 

Document B 
Source: C. D. Warner, "The South ~evisited," Harper's 
New Monthly Magazine, March 1887. 

When we come to the New Industrial South, the 
change is marvelous.... Instead of a South devoted to 
agriculture ... we find a South wide awake to business, 
excited and even astonished at the development of its 
own immense resources, ... eagerly laying lines of 
communication, rapidly opening mines, building 
furnaces, foundries, and all sorts of shops for utilizing 
the native riches .... 

The South is manufacturing a great variety of 
things needed in the house, on the farm, and in the 
shops, for home consumption, and already sends to the 
North and West several manufactured products .... 

When I have been asked what impressed me the 
most in this hasty tour, I have always said that the most 
notable thing was that everybody was at work .... 
[EJvery man, woman, and child was actively employed, 
and in most cases there were fewer idlers than in many 
Northern towns .... 

It cannot be too strongly impressed upon the 
public mind that the South ... is marching with the 
North in the same purpose of wealth by industry. 

Document C 
Source: Andrew Carnegie, Gospel ofWealth, 1889. 

This, then, is held to be the duty of the man of wealth: 
... to consider all surplus revenues which come to 
him simply as trust funds, which he is called upon 
to administer, and strictly bound as a matter of duty 
to administer in the manner which, in his judgment, 
is best calculated to produce the most beneficial 
results for the community-the man of wealth thus 
becoming the mere agent and trustee for his poorer 
brethren, bring to their service his superior wisdom, 
experience, and ability to administer, doing for them 
better than they would or could do for themselves .... 

Document D 
Source: The Robber Barons of Today, 1889.(See text 
p. 543 for full-size illustration.) 



Document E 

Source: James B. Weaver, Populist presidential 
candidate, A Call to Action, 1892. 

The trust is organized commerce with the Golden 
Rule excluded and the trustees exempted from the 
restraints of conscience. 

The main weapons of the trust are threats, intimi
dation, bribery, fraud, wreck, and pillage. Take one 
well-authenticated instance in the history of the Oat 
Meal Trust as an example. In 1887 this trust decided 
that a part of their mills should stand idle. They were 
accordingly closed. This resulted in the discharge of 
a large number oflaborers who had to suffer in 
consequence.. . . 

The most distressing feature of this war of the 
trusts is the fact that they control the articles which 
the plain people consume in their daily life. It cuts off 
their accumulations and deprives them of the staff 
upon which they fain would lean in their old age. 

Document F 
Source: E. Levasseur, "The Concentration of Industry, 
and Machinery in the UnitedStates," Annals ofthe 
American Academy ofPolitical and Social Science, 
March 1897. 

In the Senate inquiry of 1883, [on] education and 
labor, a weaver ... said that he had worked seventeen 
years in England, and that conditions were much 
better than in America. The manufacturers there were 
not so desirous as they are here of working their men 
like horses or slaves .... 

The manufacturers judge that the movement to 
[mechanize] has been advantageous to workmen . . . 
because the level of salaries has been raised, ... 
because they purchase more with the same sum, 
and ... because their task has become less onerous, 
the machine doing nearly everything which requires 
great strength .... 
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The laboring classes do not share this optimism. 
They reproach the machine with exhausting the phys
ical powers of the laborer; ... They reproach it with 
demanding such continued attention that it enervates, 
and of leaving no respite to the laborer, through the 
continuity of its movement. ... They reproach the 
machine with degrading man by transforming him 
into a machine .. . [and] with diminishing the number 
of skilled workers, permitting ... the substitution of 
unskilled workers and lowering the average level 
of wages. 

Document G 
Source: Breaker Boys at Woodward Coal Mining, 
Kingston, Pennsylvania, c. 1900. 


