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A114 Document-Based Questions 

DBQ-6 
Abraham Lincoln and the Struggle for Union and Emancipation, 1861-1865 
Directions: In this DBQ, you must compose an essay that uses both your 
interpretation of Documents A-G and your own outside knowledge of the period 
mentioned in this question. 

In a letter to newspaperman Horace Greeley on August 22, 1862, Abraham 

Lincoln explained, "if I could save the Union without freeing any slave I 

would do it; and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves, I would do it; and if 

I could do it by freeing some and leaving others, I would also do that." Six 

months later, however, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, 

making the abolition of slavery, as well as the preservation of the Union, a 

war aim. Discuss the relationship between Lincoln's goals of preserving the 

Union and freeing the slaves. 


Use these documents and your knowledge of the period from 1861-1865 

to compose your answer. 


Document A 

Source: Abraham Lincoln to Congress, March 1862. 

I recommend the adoption of a joint resolution by 
your honorable bodies, which shall be substantially 
as follows: Resolved, that the United States ought to 
cooperate with any state which may adopt gradual 
abolishment of slavery, giving to such state pecuniary 
aid, to be used by such state, in its discretion, to com
pensate for the inconveniences, public and private, 
produced by such change of system .... The Federal 
government would find its highest interest in such a 
measure as one of the most efficient means of self 
preservation. 

Document B 

Source: Abraham Lincoln to a Committee of Religious 
Denominations of Chicago, September 13, 1862. 

I admit that slavery i~ the root of the rebellion, or at 
least its sine qua non. The ambition of politicians may 
have instigated them to act, but they would have been 
impotent without slavery as their instrument. I will 
also concede that emancipation would help us in 
Europe, and convince them that we are incited by 
something more than ambition.... unquestionably, 

- it would weaken the rebels by drawing off their labor
ers, which is of great importance; but I am not so sure 
we could do much with the blacks. Ifwe were to arm 
them, I fear that in a few weeks the arms would be in 
the hands of the rebels; and, indeed, thus far we have 
not had arms enough to equip our white troops. 

Document C "\.. 
Source: Abrfl.ham Lincoln, GettysburgAddress, 
July 1863. 

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought 
forth upon this continent a new nation, conceived in 
liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men 
are created equal. ' 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing 
whether that nation' or any nation so conceived, and 
so dedicated, can long endure. , , . It is rather for us to 
be here dedicated to the great task remaining before 
us-that from these honored dead we talce increased 
devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full 
measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that 
these dead shall not have died in vain; that this 
nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom; 
and that government of the people, by the people, for 
the people, shall not perish from the earth. 
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Document D 

Source: Recruiting Poster for the 54th Massachusetts 
Regiment, 1863. 
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Document E . 

Source: Lincoln to members of the Democratic Party, 
speech, August 26, 1863. 

You say you vvill not fight to free negroes. Some of 
them seem willing to fight for you, but, no matter. 
Fight you, then, exclusively to save the Union. I issued 
the proclamation on purpose to aid you in saving the 
Union. ' 
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Document F 

Source: Thomas Buckner on anti -Negro rioting in 
Detroit, self-published pamphlet, 1863. 

The present state of affairs in relation to the colored 
people is one of great perplexity, and it is not only so 
on account of the South but also in the North .... 

On the one hand, they are being mobbed, and 
everything that is sacred to a people to make a country 
or home dear are denied them in many of the large 
Northern cities. On the other hand, they are marching 
off to the call of the government as if they were sharing 
all the blessings of the most favored citizens! 

Document G 
Source: Abraham Lincoln, S'tifcond Inaugural Address, 
March 1865. 

One-eighth of the whole population were colored 
slaves, not distributed generally over the Union, but 
localized in the southern part ofit. These slaves con
stituted a peculiar and powerful interest. All knew 
that this interest was somehow the cause of the war. 
To strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest 
was the object for which the insurgents would rend 
the Union even by war, while the government claimed 
no right to do more than to restrict the territorial 
enlargement of it. 

"\feither party expectedfor the war the magnitude 
or the duration which it has already attained. Neither 
antiCipated that the cause of the conflict might cease 
vvith or even before the conflict itself should cease. 
Each looked for an easier triumph and a result less 
fundame?tal and astounding. 


