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Dear landowning member,

I had to think about oil and gas leases after my recent trip to Atlanta, Georgia.  There, I visited my daughter Eva, who is spending
this summer working with DOOR.  DOOR is a Mennonite/Presbyterian organization that coordinates weekly service trips for youth
groups.  Thursday we walked to the Martin Luther King Jr. Center.  Returning, we met a homeless man who asked for money to buy
food for lunch.  By that time, he had barely collected two dollars.  I fished around in my pants pocket and gave him fifty cents.
When I walked away, I realized that I had chosen the safe and easy solution.  I did not give him what he needed. If he really was
hungry, I should offer to take him to a restaurant and pay the tab. I should sit down with him, let him order whatever he wants, and
really get to know him. Maybe I could help him out in a long-term way. I retraced my steps and offered him a free meal.  His name
was Jackson and he had a wife named Sabrina and daughter, Tanika. They had just arrived in Atlanta.  He asked  if I would buy
meals for all of them.  I said, “sure,” and again I reminded him that I was willing to take them anywhere.  I figured that he would
want to go to a nice “sit down” establishment.  Instead he chose a fast-food place called “Fish Supreme.” It was “greasy spoon” that
had no tables or chairs.  It was a quick “in and out” place. Everything there was deep fried.  I felt sad that I would not be able to sit
down and talk with him.   He could have gone anywhere and ordered anything, yet he chose the easy, comfortable option.  He was
a good person and was watching out for his family.  I don't know if he realized that what I was offering was something more than a
meal. He could have had something better.  Since it was his choice, I did not try to change his mind.  The familiarity of the fast food,
take-out restaurant, was more important to him than a place with a healthy menu and a slower pace of dining.

I see a similar thing happening across our area.  We are presented with a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to get a good lease.  A
lease that is right for the entire family and generations to come.  Instead many can only see the money.  They watch what their
neighbors are doing and quickly decide that they do not want to miss out on a “fast meal.” They choose the comfortable short-term
solution and thus settle for less.  Something much less.  This saddens me.  We have good people living here and they should know
that they could do better.  

The Bible tells us to be good stewards of the land. Genesis 2:15 says,  “GOD took the Man and set him down in the Garden of Eden
to work the ground and keep it in order.”  Leviticus 25; 23-24 says, "The land cannot be sold permanently because the land is mine
and you are foreigners—you're my tenants. You must provide for the right of redemption for any of the land that you own.”  You see,
we cannot really be the true owners because we are here for only a short time.  Our responsibility is to make sure the land is taken
care of  properly.   We are the caretakers.   We are not any smarter for  having oil  and gas under our feet.   Our parents and
grandparents had it,  they just  did not know it.   We happened to be the tenants when this resource was discovered and the
technology available to extract it.  There are many cases of old oil and gas leases that were signed for the free gas.  Can you
believe it?  Unfortunately those lessors did not realize that there was a massive resource yet to be discovered.  One that could be
extracted during the lives of their children.  They did not understand the impact that its development could have.  Will we repeat the
same mistake?  I hope not.

HELP is the one, true, landowner's group in Eastern Holmes County.  It is an association of landowners who has a functioning
board.  One of our primary duties is the the education of our membership.  We are a unified group with the knowledge that it is
important to “stick” together.  This is our strength. Some groups may weaken this strength by promoting a buyout option and
suggest that it is a reason to be a member.    Unfortunately this cuts away at the heart of any landowner's group and creates an
internal weakness. Because of the way HELP was created, no lease can be presented to its members for a vote without board
review and approval.  This is a board of knowledgable local landowners who must sign any lease approved by its members. For a
variety of reasons, it would make no sense that it (the board) would present a lease that they themselves would not sign. The board
also is aware that addtional risk can happen when there is minimal board representation during negotiation, lack of review for
appropriatness by a gas and oil expert, and loss of control over the presentation of a lease.  This can cause conflicts of interest with
few checks and balances.  A lease could be legal, but it also has to be landowner friendly.

We have heard some landowner's say, “I just don't want to be a member of anything right now, but I will show up for the lease
signing.”  That might work, but taking this approach risks losing some important benefits. The most important is that a landowner
will have less stress knowing that a dedicated board is working for you.  As a member, you will have access to status updates of
leasing and membership activity in our area.  Other less obvious membership benefits include protection before, during, and after
the lease signing.  Since we have to map out our membership for promotion to an oil and gas company, only those who are
members can officially be considered part of the lease negotiations.  If you are a member, then, on your behalf, the oil and gas
company will need to abide by orders of payment as stated in the lease, and may not arbitrarily exclude you.  They must take and
pay for every clear lease.  If you are not a member, you are subject to the whims of the company.  A member should also be
protected from the possibility of mandatory pooling as allowed by the State of Ohio when a drilling parcel is permitted.  Manditory
pooling is an oil and gas “eminent domain” action that forces you, against your will, to be in a drilling parcel.  If you belong to a



landowner's group, you are telling the State of Ohio, that you are not against extracting resources, only that you desire a landowner
friendly lease, that is being negotiated through HELP. That says a lot when drilling parcels are permitted.

Oil companies know human weakness's and are capable of its exploitation.  They know that there is a better chance of getting a
landowner to sign a bad lease when dealt with individually.  They know that there is a better chance of getting favorable lease
conditions when they don't have to deal with landowner groups.  They know that they can get a better lease by emphasizing
commissions, bonus payments, and royalties, making you think that you are the smartest person in the world. They make it seem
like you can do it best “on your own.” They make you feel stupid for wanting legal advise and support in signing a lease.    They
may say things like, ”You better sign today, or we will be gone tomorrow.”  The reality is, that if YOUR RESOURCE is so valuable,
why are they trying to get you to sign?  If YOUR RESOURCE is truly of value, they or others will be back with a later offer. They
don't have to worry about credibility.  They only have to worry about how to make money from YOUR RESOURCE.  Once you sign,
your power gone because YOUR RESOURCE is gone.  The lawyers and oil men will get their commissions. YOUR RESOURCE is
now controlled by someone else and they have every right to extract it.  The lease is all about how it can be done.

A peculiar myth that oil companies use is that everyone in your neighborhood must sign the same lease with the same company
with the same conditions.  You have to sign even if you do not like some of its conditions.  This is not true.  The reality is that you
have control over YOUR RESOURCE more than you think.  You sign the lease that best represents your values.  That lease is the
perpetial guardian of your land no matter who drills or is a future tenant of your land.  Isn't this what really matters?

You should know that our board is comprised entirely of landowner's.  They have lived and worked here all their lives.  They have a
passion to preserve our land and neighborhood.  They are interested in what our members have to say and encourage dialog at
each meeting.  Thus the board has a real sense of what our members are saying.  No board member is receiving any financial gain
from the negotiation process. Its members have used personal resources to create a responsible landowners group. This helps
avoiding any conflict of interest.  Personally, I have traveled over 4,000 miles and participated in nearly twenty meetings in multiple
neighborhoods.  As  HELP's  president  I  am pleased to  see our  membership  grow.   When members  of  other  groups become
disillusioned because of results and credibility, HELP is seeing them come to believe in our vision.  We welcome them.  Currently
we have 356 members with 15,239 acres and 742 different parcels.   The majority of  members reside in Holmes, Tuscawas,
Coshocton, Stark, and Wayne counties.

You may wonder, if HELP is such a great landowner's group, then why are we not hearing similar numbers from you as we are
hearing elsewhere?  That is a good question, and there-in lies our difference. Our approach has everything to do with marketing
and nothing to do with hype.   Hype is used for advertising and to attract members. It has little to do with fair market value. Our
team knows, that only through marketing, can we expect better terms.  Let me put it in another way so that you can understand.
Would you ever auction a property to single bidder, who knows he is the only bidder and what you want?  Do you think that at
auction, you would get fair market value?  Do you think you will get a higher price than the one that you broadcasted before the
“auction”?  I hope that your answer to both questions is no.  I learned that lesson in an attempt to buy a house.  The realtor told me
what he thought the house would bring.  At the auction, there were three to four serious bidders.  The house sold for $30,000 more
than what the realtor expected. HELP and our negotiation team know that you will  get a better value when there are several
bidders.  We know that by broadcasting our top price before and during the auction, we can expect nothing more.  Our negotiating
team has a proven track record of delivering successful contracts for over 300,000 acres. They have direct contacts with major oil
and gas drillers. They know with who they are negotiating.  They check out the financial reserves of any buyer to insure that the
contract will be honored. Every negotiation draws on the strength of prior negotiations.  Our team knows from experience, that it is
only by marketing to responsible companies, that we can expect to get fair market value for our resource.

We have been assured by our negotiation team that there are reputable oil and gas companies who are inquiring about our area.
HELP has moved up on its priority list.   Due to the confidential nature, you may not hear as much as you would like during
negotiations.  It will be a process that can take many months.  You will receive information as it becomes available.  

In order to have our negotiating team represent you properly, we ask that you re-sign the included engagement letter and
accurately update the enclosed leasing status questionaire.  We request that you return these forms promptly so you can
be recognized as a member  for  inclusion in our marketing and subsequent negotiations.  Please send the completed
forms back in the enclosed envelope.  We ask you to include four first class stamps to help with our  mailing expenses.
Please send your completed forms to: Daniel Hochstetler-2722 County Road 200-Dundee-Ohio-44624 

The board is appreciative of our membership.  You have become our strength. We enjoy our interaction with you.  The board
understands that it represents YOUR interests. We do not take that responsibility lightly. 

We always have a meeting at 7PM on the second Tuesday evening of each month at the Winesburg elementary school.  We hope
to have Ervin Beachy at one of the upcoming meetings.  CNX is putting a 20 acre drilling pad on his land.  Additional information on
meeting times and topics can be found on our  website  at:   sites.google.com/site/holmesenergyleasingpartnership/.  You may
contact any or all of your neighbors who need (or want) to be part of a true landowner's group.

Sincerely,

Maurice Stutzman MD
President, HELP Board


