
Hollow Tree Spinners’ Spinning and Fiber Exhibit

October 5 - October 30, 2011
Old Courthouse Arts Center

101 North Johnson
Woodstock, Illinois

The Hollow Tree Spinners’ Spinning and Fiber Exhibit promotes the art of handspinning and related 
crafts. The sponsoring organization meets the second Saturday of each month at The Fold in Maren-
go, Illinois. 

Eligibility
•	 Entries are invited from members as well as from other spinners in the region.
•	 No student work will be accepted unless produced independent of instruction.
•	 For	joint	entries,	all	participants	must	be	identified.
•	 All	entries	(with	the	exception	of	dyeing	samples	or	felted	items)	must	use	handspun	fiber	

as the major component.
•	 All entries must have been completed within the last two years and not have been shown in 

any previous Hollow Tree Spinners exhibit.

Other requirements
•	 Entries	will	be	judged	on	excellence	in	choice	of	materials,	design,	workmanship,	and	finishing.	
•	 For entries other than skeins, the source of the design must be documented.
•	 The Hollow Tree Spinners’ show committee shall have sole authority to determine accep-

tance	of	any	entry,	and	their	determination	shall	be	final.	Artists	will	be	notified	if	an	entry	is	
deemed unsuitable for exhibition.

•	 Each entry must be accompanied by the appropriate entry form and fee. A copy of the entry 
form	must	be	attached	with	a	safety	pin	to	each	entry,	with	all	required	information	filled	in.

•	 Entry forms must be sent to Susan Rubendall, 3407 N Trainer Rd, Rockford, IL, 61114 for 
receipt by Tuesday, September 6, 2010.  After that date, contact EJ Rebman at (815) 494-6986 
or by e-mail at namberl@comcast.net with questions.

•	 Artists may submit as many entries as they wish. All accepted work will be displayed. Items 
may be designated for sale, for exhibition only, or will spin a similar item on commission.

•	 The artist should designate the category in which an item is to be exhibited (see list below). 
However, the show committee and judge reserve the right to reclassify entries into a cat-
egory deemed more appropriate.

•	 Entry fees are nonrefundable except with respect to entries rejected by the show commit-
tee and not exhibited. Shipping and insurance costs are nonrefundable in all cases.

•	 Work offered for sale should be priced to include a 15% commission. Commissions help to 
pay for the gallery space and publicity.

•	 Artists are responsible for paying the 15% commission to the Hollow Tree Spinners.
•	 The Hollow Tree Spinners and the Old Courthouse Arts Center accept no responsibility for 

loss or damage to any work while on exhibit or during shipment. Artists should secure in-
surance against potential loss or damage as they deem it appropriate. By submitting any item 
for	this	exhibit,	the	artist	releases	the	Hollow	Tree	Spinners,	its	officers	and	members,	and	
the Old Courthouse Arts Center from any liability for loss or damage due to any cause.

•	 All entries must remain on display until the conclusion of the show.
•	 The	show	committee’s	interpretation	of	these	rules	shall	be	final	and	without	review. 

 



Awards may be made in the following categories

Note: At the judge’s discretion, awards may be withheld in any category is no entry is found to 
be	qualified,	or	a	category	may	be	subdivided	to	permit	multiple	awards.	

Items in categories 1–12 must be of handspun yarn. Skeins should be 2 yards in circumference 
and	weigh	1–2	ounces	or	be	100	yards	in	length	—	whichever	comes	first.	

1. Skeins: Wool — pure wool from any breed or breeds of sheep. 
 A. Singles yarn
 B.  Plied yarn

2.	 Skeins:	Other	animal	fibers	—	may	include	silk,	alpaca,	llama,	mohair,	angora,	or	any	other	
animal	fibers,	alone	or	blended	with	wool.	

 A. Singles yarn
 B. Plied yarn

3.		 Skeins:	Plant	or	synthetic	fibers	–	alone,	or	several	blended.
 A. Singles yarn
 B. Plied yarn

4.		 Skeins:	Plant	or	synthetic	fibers	blended	with	any	animal	fiber
 A. Singles yarn
 B. Plied yarn

5.  Handknit garments, adult or teen: sweaters, vests, skirts, etc.

6.  Handknit garments, infant or child: sweaters, bonnets, buntings, etc.

7.  Handknit scarves

8.  Handknit shawls

9.  Handknit socks

10. Handknit accessories:
 A. Mittens
 B. Gloves
 C. Hats
 D. Other accessories

11. Other handknit items such as rugs, toys, afghans, etc.

12.		 Items	created	with	other	fiber	techniques,	such	as	crochet,	sprang,	nalbinding,	lacework,	
weaving, knotting, etc. 

Note:	Items	in	categories	13–15	may	use	handspun	or	commercially	spun	fibers.

13.  Dyeing exhibit: Natural dyes – at least three and no more than six 1 to 2 oz. skeins of any 
fiber.	Each	example	should	be	labeled	with	the	fiber,	dyestuff,	and	mordant	used	(if	any).	
Handspun yarns are preferred, but plain commercial wools, silks, or cottons may be used.

14.  Dyeing exhibit: Synthetic dyes – as for natural dyes, but allowing for the use of chemical dyes 
of any sort.

15.  Felting: Any felted item, any technique, dyed or natural colors, appropriately labeled.



Other awards
All items will be considered for the Best of Show award and any other special awards deemed ap-
propriate by the judge and show committee. 

Entry fees
Members:	$3	for	first	item	entered;	$2	each	additional	item.
Nonmembers: $3 for each item entered. 

Note about sales
Finished items offered for sale and purchased during the show will be delivered to the artist at the 
end of the show period. Artists are reminded to pay 15% commission to Hollow Tree Spinners. 
Commissions generated by the show from making a “like” item are also subject to the 15% commis-
sion to the Hollow Tree Spinners.  Artists should price the item so that they can afford to mail it to 
the purchaser if necessary.

Delivery/shipping
Each artist is responsible for all shipping and insurance costs, including return shipping and insur-
ance.  All entry fees and anticipated return shipping costs must be prepaid with the entry. Entry 
fee checks may be made payable to The Fold, and should be marked “Annual Show 2011.” Hand-
delivered entries will also be accepted. Entries must be received at the address below no later than 
Thursday, September 15, 2011. 

 Hollow Tree Spinners Show
 c/o The Fold
 3316 Millstream Rd.
 Marengo, Illinois 60152

Entries may be picked after 4 p.m. on the last day of the show, or by arrangement at the above ad-
dress. Prior arrangements are required if items are to be delivered to anyone other than the en-
trant him or herself, and photo ID may be requested.

For more information
Questions may be addressed to:
Susan Rubendall at 815-636-9746 or 815-985-9792
e-mail: susanrubendall@aol.com
or
EJ Rebman at (815) 494-6986
e-mail: namberl@comcast.net


