
Speculators made fortunes in property by taking advan-
tage of the government's severe monetary problems.
Elaborate fashions, which had gone out of style because of
their identification with the nobility, were wom again.
Gambling and roulette became popular once more. Groups
of "gilded youth"-sons of the wealthy, with long hair and
rumpled clothes-took to the streets to insult former
supporters of the Revolution.

The government of the Directory had to contend with
political enemies from both ends of the political spectrum.
On the right, royalists who dreamed of restoring the
monarchy continued their agitation; some still toyed with
violent means. On the left, Jacobin hopes of power were
revived by continuing economic problems, especially the
total collapse in the value of the assrgnats. Some radicals
even went beyond earlier goals, especially Gracchus Ba-
beuf (GRAK-uss bah-BUFF), who sneered, "What is the
French Revolution? An open war between patricians and
plebeians, between rich and poor." Babeuf, who was ap-
palled at the misery of the common people, wanted to
abolish private property and eliminate private enterprise.
His Conspiracy of Equals was crushed in 1796, and he was
executed in1797.

New elections in 1797 created even more uncertainty
and instability. Battered by the left and right, unable to
find a definitive solution to the country's economic prob-
lems, and still carrying on the wars left from the Com-
mittee of Public Safety, the Directory increasingly relied on
the military to maintain its power. This led to a coup d'6tat
in 1799 in which the successfirl and popular general Na-
poleon Bonaparte was able to seize power.

and loyalty to his family. His father's connections in France
enabled him to study first at a school in the French town
of Autun, where he leamed to speak French, and then to
obtain a royal scholarship to study at a mfitary school. At
that time, he changed his first name to the more French-
sounding Napoleon (he did not change his last name to
Bonaparte until 1796).

Napoleon's military education led to his commission in
1785 as a lieutenant, although he was not well liked by his
fellow officers because he was short, spoke with an Italian
accent, and had little money. For the next seven years,

Napoleon spent much of his time reading the works of the
philosophes, especially Rousseau, and educating himself in
military matters by studying the campaigns of great mil-
itary leaders from the past, including Alexander the Great,
Charlemagne, and Frederick the Great. The French Revo-
lution and the European war that followed broadened his
sights and presented him with new opportunities.

NAPoLEoN's M|IITARY CAREER Napoleon rose quickly
through the ranl<s. ln1792, he became a captain and in the
following year performed so well as an artillery commander
in the capture of Toulon that he was promoted to the rank
of brigadier general in L7 9 4, when he was only twenty-five.
In October 1795, he saved the National Convention from
the Parisian mob, for which he was promoted to the rank of
major general.

By this time, Napoleon had become a hero in some

Parisian social circles, where he met Josephine de Beau-

harnais (zhoh-seff-FEEN duh boh-ar-NAY), widow of a

guillotined general. Six years older than Napoleon, she

lived a life of luxury, thanks to gifts from her influential
male lovers. Napoleon fell deeply in love with her, married
her in 1796, and remained committed to her for many
years, despite her well-known affairs with other men.

Soon after his marriage, Napoleon was made com-

mander of the French army in Italy (see the box on p. 598),

There he tumed a group of ill-disciplined soldiers into an

effective fighting force and in a series of stunning victories
defeated the Austrians and dictated peace to them in 1797.

Throughout his Italian campaign, Napoleon won the
confidence of his men by his energy, charm, and ability to
comprehend complex issues quickly and make decisions

rapidly. He was tough with his officers and drove them
relentlessly. With rank-and-file soldiers, he took a differ-
ent approach. He ate with them, provided good food and
clothing, and charmed them with his words. "They knew I
was their patron," Napoleon once remarked. Throughout
the rest of his life, these qualities, combined with his keen

intelligence, ease with words, and supreme confidence in
himself, enabled Napoleon to influence people and win their
firm support. Napoleon liked to see himself as a man of
destiny and a great man who mastered luck. He once said:

A consecutive series of great actions never is the result of
chance and luck, it always is the product of planning and

genius. Great men are rarely known to fail in their most
perilous enterprises. ... Is it because they are lucky that they

The Ag" of Napoleon
Focus QursrtoN: Which aspects of the French
Revolution did Napoleon preserve, and which did
he destroy?

Napoleon (1769-1821) dominated both French and Euro-
pean history from1799 to 1815. The coup that brought him
to power occurred exacdy ten years after the outbreak of the
French Revolution. In a sense, Napoleon brought the Rev-
olution to an end, but he was also its child; he even called
himself the Son of the Revolution. The French Revolution
had made possible his rise first in the military and then to
supreme power in France, Even beyond this, Napoleon had
once said, "I am the Revolution," and he never ceased to
remind the French that they owed to him the preservation
of all that was beneficid in the revolutionary program.

The Rise of Napoleon
Napoleon was born in Corsica in 1769, only a few months
after France had annexed the island. The son of an Italian
lawyer whose family stemmed from the Florentine nobil-
ity, Napoleone Buonaparte (to use his birth name) grew up
in the countryside of Corsica, a willful and demanding
child who nevertheless developed discipline, thriftiness,
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Napoleon and Psychological Warfare

ln 1796, at the age of twenty-seven, Napoleon Bonaparte
was given command of the French army in ltaly, where he
won a series of stunning victories. His use of speed, de-
ception, and surprise to overwhelm his opponents is well
known. ln this selection from a proclamation to his troops
in ltaly, Napoleon also appears to be a master of psycho-
logical warfare.

+-.r---.+=+

The two armies which but recently attacked you with
audacity are fleeing before you in terror; the wicked
men who laughed at your misery and rejoiced at the
thought of the triumphs of your enemies are con-
founded and trembling.

But, soldiers, as yet you have done nothing compared
with what remains to be done. . . . Undoubtedly the
greatest obstacles have been overcome; but you still
have battles to fight, cities to capture, rivers to cross. Is
there one among you whose courage is abating? No. . . .

A11 of you are consumed with a desire to extend the
glory of the French people; all of you long to humiliate
those arrogant kings who dare to contemplate placing us
in fetters; all of you desire to dictate a glorious peace,
one which will indemnify the Patrie for the immense
sacrifices it has made; all of you wish to be able to say
with pride as you return to your villages, "I was with the
victorious army of Itaty!" F

What themes did Napoleon use to play on the
emotions of his troops and inspire them to greater
efforts? Do you think Napoleon believed these
words? Why or why not?

become great? No, but being great, they have been able to
master luck.ls

Napoleon also saw himself as a military genius who had a
"touch for leading, which could not be learned from books,
nor by practice."

ln 1797, Napoleon returned to France as a conquering
hero and was given command of an army training to invade
England. Believing that the French were unready for such
an invasion, he proposed instead to strike indirectly at
Britain by tfing Egypt and threatening India, a major
source of British wealth. But the British controlled the seas

and by 1799 had cut off supplies from Napoleon's army in
Egypt. Seeing no future in certain defeat, Napoleon did not
hesitate to abandon his army and return to Paris, where he
participated in the coup d'6tat that ultimately led to his
virtual dictatorship of France. He was only thirty years old
at the time.

NAPOTEON lN CONTROL With the coup of 1799, a new
form of the Republic was proclaimed with a constitution
that established a bicameral legislative assembly elected

indirectly to reduce the role of elections. Executive power

Napoleon as a Young Officer. Napoleon rose quickly through
the military ranks, being promoted to the rank of brigadier
general at the age of twenty-five. This painting of Napoleon by
the Romantic painter Baron Gros presents an idealized, heroic
image of the young leader.

Soldiers:
In a fortright you have won six victories, taken

twenty-one standards, fifty-five pieces of artillery several
strong positions, and conquered the richest part of pied-
mont [in northern ItalyJ; you have captured 15,000 pris-
oners and killed or wounded more than 10,000 men. .. .

You have won battles without cannon, crossed rivers with-
out bridges, made forced marches without shoes, camped
without brandy and often without bread. Soldiers of lib-
erty, only republican troops could have endured what you
have endured. Soldiers, you have our thanksl The grateful
Patrie [nation] will owe its prosperity to you. . . .
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The coronation of Napoleon. ln l80d Napoleon restored monarchy to France when he
crowned himself emPeror. ln the coronation scene painted byJacgues-Louis David, Napoleon is
shown crowning the empress Josephine while the pope looks on. Shown seated in the box in
the background is Napoleon's mother, even though she was not at the ceremony.

in the new government was vested in the hands of three
consuls, although, as Article 42 of the constitution said,
"the decision of the First Consul shall suffice." As first
consul, Napoleon directly controlled the entire executive
authority of government. He had overwhelming influence
over the legislature, appointed members of the bureau-
cracy, controlled the army, and conducted foreign affairs.
In 1802, Napoleon was made consul for life, and in 1804
he returned France to monarchy when he crowned himself
Emperor Napoleon L This step undoubtedly satisfied his
enormous ego but also stabilized the regime and provided
a pennanence not possible in the consulate. The revolu-
tionary era that had begun with an attempt to limit ar-
bitrary government had ended with a government far
more autocratic than the monarchy of the old regime. As
his reign progressed and the demands of war increased,
Napoleon's regime became ever more dictatorial

The Domestic Policies

republican liberty had, of course, been destroyed by
Napoleon's thinly disguised autocracy. But were revolu-
tionary ideals maintained in other ways? An examination
of his domestic policies will enable us to iudge the truth or
falsehood of Napoleon's assertion.

NAPOLEON AND THE CATHOIIC CHURCH In 1801,
Napoleon made peace with the oldest and most implacable
enemy of the Revolution, the Catholic Church. Napoleon
himself was devoid 9f any personal faith; he was an
eighteenth-century rationalist who regarded religion at
most as a convenience. In Egypt, he called himself a

Muslim; in France, a Catholic. But Napoleon saw the ne-
cessity to come to terms with the Catholic Church in order
to stabilize his regime. In 1800, he had declared to the
clergy of Milan: "It is my firm intention that the Christian,
Catholic, and Roman religion shall be preserved in its
entirety. . . . No society can exist without mordity; there is
no good morality without religion. It is religion alone,
therefore, that gives to the State a firm and durable
support."2o Soon after making this statement, Napoleon
opened negotiations with Pope Pius VII to reestablish the
Catholic Church in France.

of Emperor Napoleon
Napoleon often claimed that he had preserved the gains
of the Revolution for the French people. The ideal of
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Both sides gained from the Concordat that Napoleon
arranged with the pope in 1801. Although the pope gained
the right to depose French bishops, this gave him little
real control over the French Catholic Church, since the
state retained the right to nominate bishops. The Catholic
Church was also permitted to hold processions again and
reopen the seminaries. But Napoleon gained more than
the pope. Just by signing the Concordat, the pope
acknowledged the accomplishments of the Revolution.
Moreover, the pope agreed not to raise the question ofthe
church lands confiscated during the Revolution. Contrary
to the pope's wishes, Catholicism was not reestablished as

the state religion; Napoleon was only willing to recognize
Catholicism as the religion of a majority of the French
people. The clergy would be paid by the state, but to avoid
the appearance of a state church, Protestant ministers
were also put on the state payroll. As a result of the
Concordat, the Catholic Church was no longer an enemy of
the French government. At the same time, the agreement
reassured those who had acquired church lands during the
Revolution that they would not be stripped of them, an
assurance that obviously made them supporters of the
Napoleonic regime.

A NEW CODE OF LAVS Before the Revolution, France
did not have a single set of laws but rather some three
hundred different legal systems. Efforts were made during
the Revolution to codify laws for the entire nation, but it
remained for Napoleon to bring the work to completion in
seven codes, the most important of which was the Civil
Code (also known as the Code Napol6on). This preserved
most of the revolutionary gains by recognizing the prin-
ciple of the equality of all citizens before the law, the right
of individuals to choose their professions, religious toler-
ation, and the abolition of serfdom and feudalism. Prop-
erty rights continued to be carefully protected, while the
interests of employers were safeguarded by oudawing
trade unions and strikes. The Civil Code clearly reflected
the revolutionary aspirations for a uniform legal system,
legal equality, and protection of property and individuals.

But the rights of some people were strictly curtailed by
the Civil Code. During the radical phase of the French
Revolution, new laws had made divorce an easy process
for both husbands and wives, restricted the rights of fa-
thers over their children (they could no longer have their
children put in prison arbitrarily), and allowed all children
(including daughters) to inherit property equally. Napo-
leon's Civil Code undid most of this legislation. The con-
trol of fathers over their families was restored. Divorce
was still dlowed but was made more difficult for women
to obtain. A wife caught in adultery, for example, could be
divorced by her husband and even imprisoned. A husband,
however, could only be accused of adultery if he moved his
mistress into his home. Women were now "less equd than
men" in other ways as well When they married, their
property was brought under the control of their husbands.

In lawsuits, they were treated as minors, and their testi-
mony was regarded as less reliable than that of men.

THE FRENCH BUREAUCRACY Napoleon also worked on
rationalizing the bureaucratic structure of France by de-
veloping a powerful centralized administrative machine.
During the Revolution, the National Assembly had divided
France into eighty-three departments and replaced the
provincial estates, nobles, and intendants with self-
governing assemblies. Napoleon kept the departments but
eliminated the locally elected assemblies and instituted
new officials, the most important of which were the
prefects. As the central government's agents, appointed
by the first consul (Napoleon), the prefects were respon-
sible for superrrising all aspects of local government. Yet
they were not local men, and their careers depended on
the central government.

As part of Napoleon's overhaul of the administrative
system, tax collection became systematic and efficient
(which it had never been under the old regime). Taxes

were now collected by professional collectors employed by
the state who dealt direcdy with each individual taxpayer.
No tax exemptions due to birth, status, or special ar-
rangement were granted. In principle, these changes had
been introduced in l-789, but not until Napoleon did they
actually work. In 1802, the first consul proclaimed a bal-
anced budget.

Administrative centralization required a bureaucracy of
capable officials, and Napoleon worked hard to develop

one, Early on, the regime showed its preference for ex-
perts and cared little whether that expertise had been
acquired in royal or revolutionary bureaucracies. Promo-
tion in civil or military offices was to be based not on rank
or birth but only on demonstrated abilities. This was, of
course, what many bourgeois had wanted before the Rev-

olution. Napoleon, however, also created a new aristocrary
based on merit in the state service. Napoleon created 3,263

nobles between 1808 and 1814; nearly 60 percent were

military officers, and the remainder came from the upper
ranks of the civil service or were other state and local of-
ficials. Socially, only 22 percent of Napoleon's aristocrary
came from the nobility of the old regime; almost 60 percent
were of bourgeois origin.

NAPOLEON,S GROWING DESPOTISM IN hiS dOMCStiC

policies, then, Napoleon both destroyed and preserved
aspects of the Revolution. Although equdity was preserved

in the law code and t}le opening of careers to talen! the

creation of a new aristocracy, the strong protection ac-

corded to property rights, and the use of conscription for
the military make it dear that much equality had been lost.

Liberty had been replaced by an initially benevolent des-

potism that grew increasingly arbitrary. Napoleon shut
down sixty of France's seventy-three newspaPers and in-
sisted that all manuscripts be subjected to government
scrutiny before they were published. Even the mail was

opened by government police.
One prominent writer, Germaine de StaEl (zhayr-MEN

duh STAHL) (L766-1,877), refused to accept Napoleon's

growing despotism. Educated in Enlightenment ideas, she

set up a salon in Paris that was a prominent intellectual
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center by 1-800. She wrote novels and political works that
denounced Napoleon's rule as tfrannical. Napoleon banned
her books in France and exiled her to the German states,

where she continued to write, although not without con-
siderable anguish at being absent from France. 'The uni-
verse is in France," she once wrote; "outside it there is
nothing." After the overthrow of Napoleon, Germaine de
StaEl returned to her beloved Paris, where she died two
years later.

Napoleon's Empire and
the European Response
When Napoleon became consul in 1799, France was at war
with a second European coalition of Russia, Great Britain,
and Austria. Napoleon realized the need for a pause. He
remarked to a Prussian diplomat "that the French Revo-
lution is not finished so long as the scourge of war
lasts. . , . I want peace, as much to settle the present
French government as to save the world from chaos."21
The peace he sought was achieved at Amiens in March
1802 and left France with new frontiers and a number of
client territories from the North Sea to the Adriatic. But
the peace did not last because the British and French both
regarded it as temporary and had little intention of ad-
hering to its terms.

In 1803, war was renewed with Britain, which was soon
joined by Austria and Russia in the Third Coalition. At the
Battle of Ulm in southern Germany in 1805, Napoleon
surrounded an Austrian army, which quickly surrendered.
Proceeding eastward from Ulm, Napoleon faced a large
Russian army under Tsar Alexander I and some Austrian
troops at Austerlitz (AWSS-tur-litz). The combined allied
forces outnumbered Napoleon's forces, but the tsar chose
poor terrain for the battle, and Napoleon devastated the
allied forces. Austria sued for peace, and Tsar Alexander
took his remaining forces back to Russia.

At first, Prussia had refused to join the Third Coalition,
but after Napoleon began to reorganize the German
states, Prussia reversed course. Acting quickly, Napoleon
crushed the Prussian forces in two battles at Jena (YAY-

nuh) and Auerstadt (OW-urr-shtaht) in October 1806 and
then moved on to defeat the Russians, who had decided to
reenter the fran at Eylau (Y-low) and Friedland (FREET-

lahnt) in June 1807. Napoleon's Grand fumy had defeated
the Continental members of the coalition, giving him the
opportunity to create a new European order.

NAPo[EoN'5 GRAND EMPTRE The Grand Empire was
composed of three major parts: the French empire, a series
of dependent states, and ailied states (see Map 19.3). The
French empire, the inner core of the Grand Empire, con-
sisted of an enlarged France extending to the Rhine in the
east and including the westem half of Italy north of Rome.
Dependent states induded Spain, the Netherlands, the
kingdom of Italy, the Swiss Republic, the Grand Duchy of
Warsaw, and the Confederation of the Rhine (a union of all
German states except Austria and Prussia). Allied states

were those defeated by Napoleon and forced to join his
struggle rgainst Britain; they included Prussia, Austria, and
Russia. Although the internal structure of the Grand Em-
pire varied outside its inner core, Napoleon considered
himself the leader of the whole: "Europe cannot be at rest
except under a single head who will have kings for his of-
ficers, who will distribute his kingdom to his lieutenants."

Within his empire, Napoleon demanded obedience, in
part because he needed a common front against the
British and in part because his growing egotism required
obedience to his will. But as a child of the Enlightenment
and the Revolution, Napoleon also sought acceptance ev-
erywhere of certain revolutionary principles, including
legal equality, religious toleration, and economic freedom.
As he oiplained to his brother Jerome, shortly after making
him king of the new German state of Westphalia:

What the peoples of Germany desire most impatiently is that
talented commoners should have the same right to your es-
teem and to public employments as the nobles, that any trace
of serfdom and of an intermediate hierarchy between the
sovereign and the lowest class of the people should be
completely abolished. The benefits of the Code Napol6on,
the publicity of judicial procedure, the creation of juries must
be so many distinguishing marks of your monarchy. . . . What
nation would wish to return under the arbitrary Prussian
government once it had tasted the benefits of a wise and
liberal administration? The peoples of Germany, the peoples

of France, of Italy, of Spain all desire equality and liberal
ideas. I have guided the affairs of Europe for many years now,
and I have had occasion to convince myself that the buzzing
of the privileged classes is contrary to t}te general opinion. Be

a constitutional king.22

In the inner core and dependent states of his Grand Em-
pire, Napoleon tried to destroy the old order. Nobility and
clergy everywhere in these states lost their special priv-
ileges. He decreed equality of opportunity with offices open
to talent, equality before the law, and religious toleration.
This spread of French revolutionary principles was an im-
portant factor in the development of liberal traditions in
these countries. These reforms have led some historians to
view Napoleon as the last of the enlightened absolutists.

THE PROBLEM OF GREAT BRITAIN Like Hitler 1"30 years
later, Napoleon hoped that his Grand Empire would last
for centuries; like Hitler's empire, it collapsed almost as

rapidly as it had been formed. Two major reasons help
explain this: the survival of Great Britain and the force of
nationalism. Britain's survival was due primarily to its
seapower. As long as Britain ruled the waves, it was almost
invulnerable to military attack. Although Napoleon con-
templated an invasion of England and even collected ships
for it, he could not overcome the British navy's decisive
defeat of a combined French-Spanish fleet at Trafalgar in
1805. Napoleon then turned to his Continentd Syctem
to defeat Britain. Put into effect between 1806 and 1807,
it attempted to prevent British goods from reaching
the European continent in order to weaken Britain eco-

nomically and destroy its capacity to wage war. But the
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MAP 19.3 Napoleon's Grand Empire in 1E10. Napoleon's Grand Army won a series of
victories against Austria, Prussia, and Russia that gave the French emperor full or partial control
over much of Europe by 1807.

On the Continent, what is the overall relationship between distance from France and

degree of French control, and how can you account for this?

Continental System failed. Allied states resented the ever-

tightening French economic hegemony; some began to
cheat and others to resist, thereby opening the door to
British collaboration. New markets in the eastern Medi-
terranean and in Latin America also provided compensa-

tion for the British. Indeed, by 181-0, British overseas

exports were approaching record highs.

NATIONALISM A second important factor in the defeat
of Napoleon was nationalism. This political creed had
arisen during the French Revolution in the French peo-
ple's emphasis on brotherhood (fraterniti) and solidarity
against other peoples. Nationalism involved the unique
cultural identity of a people based on a common language,

religion, and national symbols. The spirit of French na-

tionalism had made possible the mass armies of the
revolutionary and Napoleonic eras. But in spreading the

principles of the French Revolution beyond France, Na-

poleon inadvertently brought about a spread of national-
ism as well. The French aroused nationalism in two ways:

by making themselves hated oppressors, and thus arous-

ing the patriotism of others in opposition to French na-

tionalism, and by showing the people of Europe what
nationalism was and what a nation in arms could do. The

lesson was not lost on other peoples and rulers. A Spanish

uprising against Napoleon's rule, aided by British supPort,

kept a French force of 200,000 pinned down for years.

Nationalist movements also arose in the German states,

where a number of intellectuals advocated a cultural na-

tionalism based on the unity of the German people. The

philosopher Johann Gotdieb Fichte (yoh-HAHN got-LEEP

FIKH-tuh) (1762-1814), who had at first welcomed the

French Revolution for freeing the human spirit, soon be-

came a proponent of a German national spirit radically
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Francisco Goya, The Third of May 1808. After Napoleon imposed his brotherJoseph on

Spain as its king, the Spanish people revolted against his authority, and a series of riots broke
out in Madrid. This painting by Francisco Goya shows the French responsH deliberate
execution of Spanish citizens to frighten people into submission. Goya portrays the French

troops as a firing squad, killing people (including a monk) reacting in terror. The peasant in the
middle throws out his arms in a gesture reminiscent of crucifixion, Goya painted many scenes

depicting the horrors of war in Napoleonic Spain.

different from that of France. Although philosophical voices
like Fichte's did little to overthrow the French, they did
awaken a &eam of German nationalism that would bear
fruit later in the nineteenth century.

In Prussia, feeling against Napoleon led to a serious
reform of the old order that had been so easily crushed by
the French emperor. As one Prussian officer put it, the
Prussians must learn from the French example and "place

their entire national energies in opposition to the enemy."
Under the direction of Baron Heinrich von Stein (HYN-

rikh fun SHYTN) and later Prince Karl von Hardenberg
(KARL fun HAR-den-berk), Prussia embarked on a series

of political and military reforms, including the abolition of
serfdom, election of city councils, and creation of a larger
standing army. Prussia's reforms, instituted as a response
to Napoleon, enabled it to again play an important role in
European affairs.

The Fall of Napoleon
Napoleon once said, "If I had experienced pleasure, I
might have rested; but the peril was always in front of me,

and the day's victory was always forgotten in the pre-
occupation with the necessity of winning a new victory
on the morrow."23 Never at rest, Napoleon decided in
1812 to invade Russia. It was the beginning of his

downfall, but Russia's defection from the Continental
System had left him with little choice. Although aware of
the risks in invading such a large country, Napoleon also

knew that if the Russians were allowed to challenge the
Continental System unopposed, others would soon fol-
low suit. In June 1812, Napoleon's Grand Army of more
than 600,000 men entered Russia. Napoleon's hopes for
victory depended on quickly meeting and defeating the
Russian armies, but the Russian forces refused to give

battle and retreated hundreds of miles while torching
their own villages and countryside to Prevent Napoleon's
army from finding food and forage. Heat and disease also

took their toll of the army, and the vast space of Russian

territory led many troops to desert. When the Russians

did stop to fight at Borodino, Napoleon's forces won an

indecisive and costly victory. Forty-five thousand Rus-

sian troops were killed; the French lost 30,000 men, but
they had no replacements nearby. When the remaining
troops of the Grand Army arrived in Moscow, they found
the city ablaze. Lacking food and supplies, Napoleon
abandoned Moscow late in October and made the "Great
Retreat" across Russia in terrible winter conditions' Only
40,000 troops managed to straggle back to Poland in
January 1813. This military disaster then led to a war of
liberation all over Europe, culminating in Napoleon's

defeat in April 1814.
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CHRONOLOGY The Napoleonic Era, 1799-1815 The defeated emperor of the French was aliowed to play
ruler on the island of Elba, off the coast of Tuscany, while
the Bourbon monarchy was restored to France in the per-
son of Louis XVIII, brother of the executed king. But the
new king had little support, and Napoleon, bored on Elba,
slipped back into France. When troops were sent to capture
him, Napoleon opened his coat and addressed them: "Sol-

diers of the fifth regiment, I am your Emperor. . . . If there
is a man among you would kill his Emperor, here I am!"
No one fired a shot. Shouting 'Vive 1'Emp6reur! Vive
I'Emp6reur," the troops went over to his side, and Napoleon
entered Paris in triumph on March 20, 1815.

The powers that had defeated him pledged once more
to fight this person they called the "Enemy and Disturber
of the Tranquility of the World." Having decided to strike
first at his enemies, Napoleon raised yet another army and
moved to attack the nearest allied forces stationed in
Belgium. At Waterloo on June 18, Napoleon met a com-
bined British and Prussian army under the duke of
Wellington and suffered a bloody defeat. This time, the
victorious allies exiled him to Saint Helena, a small, for-
saken island in the South Atlantic. Only Napoleon's
memory would continue to haunt French political life.
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- The late eighteenth century was a time of dramatic po-
litical transformation, Revolutionary upheavals, beginning
in North America and continuing in France, produced
movements for political liberty and equality. The docu-
ments created by these revolutions, the Declaration of
Independence and the Declaration of the Rights of Man
and the Citizen, embodied the fundamental ideas of

the Enlightenment and set
forth a liberal political agenda
based on a belief in popular
sovereignty-the people as

the source of political power-
and the principles of liberry
and equality. Liberry meant,

in theory, freedom from arbitrary power as well as the
freedom to think, write, and worship as one chose. Equality
meant equality in rights and equality of opportunity based
on talent rather than birth. In practice, equality remained
limited; men who owned property had great opportunities
for voting and officeholding, and there was certainly no
equality between men and women.

The leaders of France's liberal revolution during the
National and Legislative Assemblies between 1789 and
1791 were men of property, both bourgeois and noble,
but they were assisted by commoners, both sans-culottes
and peasants. In this first phase of the revolution, the
old order was demolished as a new constitution estab-
lished a limited constitutional monarchy. Yet, despite

the hopes of the men of property,
the liberal revolution was not the
end of the revolution. The decision
of the revolutionaries to go to war
with European monarchs who op-
posed the revolution "revolution-
ized the revolution," opening the
door to a more radical, democratic,
and violent stage between 7792
and 1795 under the National Con-
vention led by the Committee of Public Safety. During
this phase, revolutionary courts persecuted those not
sufficiently supportive of the revolutionary cause, cre-

ating the infamous Reign of Terror. The excesses of the
Reign of Terror, however, led to a reaction and a gov-
ernment headed by a five-member Directory, which
governed from 1795 to 1799.
But it satisfied neither the radi-
cals nor the royalists. In 1799,
Napoleon Bonaparte overthrew
this govemment and established
first the Consulate and then a

new monarchy with himself as

emperor. Napoleon, while di-
minishing freedom by establishing order and centralizing
the govemment, shrewdly preserved equalrty of rights and

the opening of careers to talent and integrated the bour-

geoisie and old nobility into a new elite of property owners.
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The French Revolution defined the modern revolution-
ary concept. No one had foreseen or consciously planned
the upheavd that began in 1789, but after 1789, "revolu-
tionaries" knew that mass uprisings couid succeed in over-
throwing unwanted governments. The French Revolution

became the dassic political and social model for revolution.
At the same time, the liberal and national political ideals
created by the Revolution and spread through Europe by
Napoleon's conguests dominated the political landscape of
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
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Assemblie Directory
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Upon Reflection

Q How was France changed by the revolutionary
events of 1789 to 7792, and who benefited the most
from these changes?

Q Why did the French Revolution enter a radical
phase, and what did that radical phase accomplish?

Q In what ways did Napoleon's policies reject the accom-
plishments of the French Revolution? In what ways did
his policies strengthen the Revolution's accomplishments?
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