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Just after lunch one day, Miss Simpson had an 
announcement for her class.  
 
“Kids,” she said, “we are going to enter a poster contest. 
We’re going to make posters to convince kids to use 
resources wisely.”
 
“What does that mean?” asked John.
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“Earth provides us with the resources we need to live,” said 
Miss Simpson.  “Earth provides us with air, plants, water, and 
animals.  Humans can’t make these resources themselves.”
 
“But why do you say we have to use them wisely?” asked 
Amir.

“Well,” Miss Simpson went on, “some resources are renewable.  That means that they can 
be replaced in time.”  She held up a piece of notebook paper. “This paper is made from 
trees.  When trees are cut down to make things like paper, they can be regrown.  But it takes 
a long time to regrow trees, or to replace dirty water with clean, or for the air to become 
clean after it has been polluted.  That’s why we need to take care of our renewable 
resources.”

“What about things that can’t be renewed?” asked Addison. “My Dad says there’s only so 
much oil in the world, so we have to conserve, or not use so much.”
 
“That’s right, Addy,” said Miss Simpson. “There are also nonrenewable resources like oil, 
coal, and natural gas, the fossil fuels.  Once we use them all, that’s it, no more.  It took the 
planet such a long time to create these resource,s and we are using them so fast, that 
supplies will disappear if we don’t get in a hurry to do something about it.  You kids are so 
smart; I know you will want to help spread the word.”
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“I think this poster contest sounds like a great idea!” said Amir. “I don’t want us to run out 
of resources!”
 
Miss Simpson passed out crayons, paper, and markers to the kids.  They started drawing 
pictures and writing messages on their posters. 
 
They wrote things like: Please Recycle and Walk to Save Gas.  Miss Simpson gave them 
other ideas, such as: Turn off the water when you brush your teeth! and Reuse plastic 
bottles.
 
Miss Simpson asked the kids to make some other posters to put around the school so that 
all of the other students could know about using resources wisely.  
 
The kids hung their posters and then stood back and looked at them with pride.  They felt 
like they had done something good for their school and for the planet.  Miss Simpson was 
proud of them, too, and gave all of the kids some cupcakes that she had made.
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1 What is the story mainly about?
A Students learn more about 

resources and using them wisely.

B Students enter a poster contest.

C Miss Simpson is a kind and 
knowledgeable teacher.

D Students decorate their school with 
posters.

(4.11A)

2 Which of these is most likely to 
happen the next day at school?
A Miss Simpson will give a math 

lesson.

B Amir, John, and Addison will throw 
away paper and plastic bottles.

C Other students at school will see 
the posters and recycle.

D The principal will get upset because 
the kids put up posters without 
permission.

(Fig. 19D)

3 What does the author mean by 
the word conserve (seventh 
paragraph)?
A save

B convince

C use

D waste

(4.11B)

4 Complete this analogy:
 
Trees are to renewable as 
________ is to 
nonrenewable.
A water

B oil

C corn

D money

(4.2C)
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5 Which of these statements 
from the passage is Miss 
Simpson’s opinion?
A “We are going to enter a poster 

contest.”

B “When trees are cut down to make 
things like paper, they can be 
regrown.”

C “There are also nonrenewable 
resources like oil, coal, and natural 
gas, the fossil fuels.”

D “You kids are so smart, I know you 
will want to help spread the word.”

(4.11B)
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