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R e a d i n g  S c i e n c e ! 

Name:  ____________________________________ Date:  _________________ 

Hi! My name is Annie, and I’m an engineer. I love my job. You 
might wonder what an engineer does. I’m here to tell you all 
about it.  

An Engineer’s Work 
Lexile: 820L 
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An engineer is someone who figures out how to make 
things, like machines and equipment, work better. I had to 
study math and science in school to prepare for this job. 
Now, companies hire me to check their equipment and make 
improvements. This helps increase their profits, or the 
money they bring in. All companies would like to make more 
money -- that’s why I’m always busy!  

I work with companies that do many different things, but 
all of them produce things that are important to us. Some 
of the companies I work for are giant oil refineries, others 
are recycling plants, and others produce energy.  

In order to help these companies increase their profits, I must work very closely with the 
employees who work there. That’s one of the best parts of my job – the people. I enjoy the 
huge machinery and newly-developed electronics, but even if I didn’t get to work with those 
things, I would still enjoy all the new friends I meet when I travel out into the field and visit 
the companies I work for. 
  
When I go out into the field, it’s usually to help companies that deal with oil, coal and 
natural gas. I help them figure out how to produce these fuels more efficiently and to 
improve conservation. Together, the employees and I analyze the way they are doing things 
now. Then we create a good plan to change things for the better.  
 
When I make this plan, I am looking for ways to get more fuel while reducing the costs of 
doing it. It’s a tough goal to reach, but that’s what keeps my job so interesting. If I wasn’t 
challenged at work, I would get bored pretty quickly. New challenges are another great part 
of my job. It’s like being faced with a new puzzle every day!  
 
I love being an engineer. I think everyone should do something they love. I worked hard and 
trained so that I could get my dream job, and so can you. Find something you enjoy that 
keeps you challenged. Find out what you will need to learn to do it, and then do your best.  
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1 What’s the most important 
reason Annie thinks her job is a 
great match for her? 

A She thinks oil and gas are 
important. 

B She enjoys challenges. 

C She gets to work with 
newly-developed 
electronics. 

D She makes a lot of money.  

(5.11A) 
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2 Which of these would be the 
best label for the center of the 
diagram? 

A Oil exploration companies 

B Companies that are not 
efficient 

C Companies for which Annie 
might work 

D Important companies 

(Fig. 19D) 
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5 Which of these is probably 
something Annie would tell the 
reader? 

A It’s easy to be an engineer 

B Work for energy companies 

C Work is all about making 
friends 

D Find something you like to 
do 

(Fig. 19D) 
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6 Which of the following is the 
author’s main purpose in 
writing the article? 

A To inform the reader about 
how to help companies 

B To tell the reader about an 
engineer’s work 

C To teach the reader how to 
find a job that she loves 

D To inform the reader what 
companies need the help 
of an engineer 

(5.10B) 

3 Which of the following does 
Annie do while she is at work? 

A Reducing costs for 
companies to run their 
equipment 

B Increasing efficiency in 
production 

C Working to solve problems 

D Annie does all of the above 
while at work 

(5.11B) 

4 What does Annie mean by 
“going out into the field”? 

A Investigating grass for 
companies that sell it 

B Checking soil in pastures 

C Visiting companies with 
which she works 

D Checking fields for insects 
and other pests 

(5.2B) 


