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1. The National Emblem of India was adopted from
(a)  the lion capital of the Mauryas (b)  the coins of the Guptas
(c)  the seals of Harappa (d)  the Ajanta Paintings

2. The land area of India in comparison to the whole world is:
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   1  
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th
        54        45        34        42

3. Which cloth is used to make our National Flag?
(a)  Handwoven Khadi (b)  Handloom
(c)  Natural silk (d)  Spun x spun

4. The boundary line between India and Pakistan is the
(a)  Radcliff line (b)  Durand line (c)  Mac Mohan line(d)  Maginot line

5. Which of the following states touches the boundary of four nations?
(a)  Nagaland (b)  Assam (c)  Jammu and Kashmir (d)  Sikkim

6. Which of the following Indian kings defeated Mohammed Ghori first?
(a)  Jayachand (b)  Kanishka (c)  Prithiviraj Chauhan (d)  Porus

7.  Duration of the Eighth Five-Year Plan is:
(a)  1990-95 (b)  1991-96 (c)  1992-97 (d)  1993-98

8. Fundamental Duties were introduced in the Constitution of India by the:
(a)  40th Amendment (b)  42nd Amendment
(c)  43rd Amendment (d)  44th Amendment

9. Introduction of a non-confidence motion in the Lok Sabha requires the support of at least
(a)  60 members (b)  80 members
(c)  50 members (d)  Two-third members of the house

10. Ajanta paintings depict scenes from the:
(a)  Ramayana (b)  Jataka tales (c)  Mahabharata (d)  Panchatantra

11. The Grand Trunk Road was built by:
(a)  Akbar (b)  Samudra Gupta (c)  Ashoka (d)  Shershah Suri

12.  Which is the rainiest spot in India?
(a)  Chirapunji (b)  Assam (c)  Mawsynram (d)  Lakkidi

13. Which of the following is the longest river in the world?
(a)  Indus (b)  Amazon (c)  Nile (d)  Danube

14. “Mandi House” is:
(a)  a novel (b)  a commercial centre
(c)  the office of the Director-General of Dooradarshan        (d)  a stock exchange

15. Decimal system of number originated in:
(a)  Greece (b)  Germany (c)  China (d)  India

16. According to WHO, the disease which causes the death of the largest number of people today is:
(a)  Malaria (b)  Ebola (c)  AIDS (d)  Tuberculosis

17. Father of cloning:
(a)  Gerhard Fischer (b)  Dr. Ian Wilmut
(c)  Dr.  Hargobind Khorana (d)  Mendel

18. World Statesman Award, 1998 was presented to:
(a)  Nelson Mandela (b)  K.R. Narayanan
(c)  Benjamin Netanyahu (d)  Bill Clinton

19. The first Winner of Ezhuthachan Award, is:
(a)  Akkitham Achuthan Namboodiri (b)  Sooranad Kunjan Pillai
(c)  M.P. Veerendra Kumar (d)  Ponkunnam Varkey

20. Best foot baller of India in the year 1997:
(a)  Raman Vijayan (b)  I.M. Vijayan
(c)  Baichung Bhutia (d)  J. Paul Anchery

21. What is the maximum period within which election to a panchayat should be held in the event of it having been
superseded?
(a)  One year (b)  Two years
(c)  Six months (d)  When the state government chooses



22. Hydrogen bomb is based on:
(a)  Chemical reaction (b)  Nuclear fusion
(c)  Nuclear fission (d)  Artificial radioactivity

23. Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) consists of mainly:
(a)  Methane, Ethane and Hexane (b)  Ethane, Hexane and Nonane
(c)  Methane, Butane and Propane (d)  Ethane, Nonane and Methane

24. Who is the first woman to get six gold medals in one Olympics?
(a)  Florence Griffith Joyner (b)  S. Wodars
(c)  E. Ashford (d)  Kristin Otto

25. The XIII Asian Games was held at:
(a)  Bangkok (b)  Beijing (c)  Hiroshima (d)  Jakarta

26. In cricket, the two sets of wickets are:
(a)  18 yards apart (b)  20 yards apart (c)  22 yards apart (d)  24 yards apart

27. Diamond is the purest form of:
(a)  Igneous rock (b)  Sedimentary rock
(c)  Crystalline rock (d)  Metamorphic rock

28. The deepest point in the ocean is the
(a)  Challenger deep (b)  Galathea deep
(c)  Bartholomew deep (d)  Milwaukee deep

29. Who started the state transport service in Travancore?
(a)  Rajakesavadasan (b)  Sir. C.P. Ramaswamy Iyer
(c)  Ramayyan Dalava (d)  Veluthampi Dalava

30. The exact copy of a written or printed message is transmitted to distant places through a device attached to a
telephone.  What is it called?
(a)  Photophone (b)  Telex (c)  Fax (d)  Telephoto

QuestionsQuestionsQuestionsQuestionsQuestions 31to 45 are to be answered in a word/words/one or two sentences
31. Which are the three languages added last to the 8th schedule of the constitution?
32. Which satellite has made it possible for Doordarshan to launch 5 more channels from 15th August 1993?
33. What is GATT?
34. Which body assists and advises the State Government in implementing educational programmes and policies?
35. Which is the highest civilian award in India?  Who received the award in 1998?
36. Which are the most harmful substances found in tobacco smoke?
37. Who is Ali Sardar Jafri?
38. What is “white paper”?
39. What are the two systems of classical music in India?
40. When is World ‘‘Environment Day’’ celebrated every year?  What is its message?
41. Where is the “Sea of Tranquility”?
42. What is cuneiform?  Who developed it?
43. What is the most important cause for the depletion of natural resources?
44. What is Internet?
45. Which Indian Satellite has brought about great changes in telecommunication and TV network making India

a global partner on its own right in modern technology?

Answers

1. (a) The lion capital of the Maurayas.
The National emblem of India is an adaptation from the Saranath Lion Capital of Ashoka preserved in the
Saranath Museum.  The government adopted the emblem on January 26, 1950.
In the original emblem there are four lions, an elephant, a horse, a bull and a lion.  In the state emblem only
three lions are visible, the fourth being hidden from the view.  Below the lions on the centre is the wheel and
on the right of the wheel is a bull and on the left is a horse.

2. (d) 1/42 th.  India is the seventh largest and the second most populous country in the world.  Its area is 3287263
sq. km.
India is now self-sufficient in agricultural production and is now the tenth industrialised country in the
world.
India is the 6th nation to have gone to outer space to conquer nature for the benefit of the people.
India lies entirely in the northern hemisphere between the latitudes 804' and 3706' North and between the
longitudes 6807' and 97025' east and measures about 3214 km from north to south and 2933 km from east
to west.
India has a land frontier of about 15,200 km.  The total length of the coast line of the mainland, Lakshadweep
and Andaman and Nicobar Islands is 7516.6 km.

3. (a) Handwoven Khadi.  The National Flag is a horizontal tricolour of deep saffron at the top, white in the



middle and dark green at the bottom in equal proportion.  The ratio of the width to length of the flag is two
to three.  In the centre of the white band is a navy blue wheel which represents the charkha.  There are 24
spokes in the wheel.  Its diameter is approximately equal to the width of the white band.  The design of the
national flag was adopted by the Constituent Assembly of India on 22nd July 1947.

4. (a) Radcliff Line
Durand Line lies between Pakistan and Afghanistan
McMohan Line lies between India and China
Maginot Line demarcates the boundaries between France and Germany.

5. (d) Sikkim
Sikkim touches Bhutan, China, Nepal and India.
Nagaland shares boundary only with Myanmar.
Assam touches Bangladesh and Bhutan.
Jammu and Kashmir touches Pakistan, Afghanistan and China

6. (c) Prithviraj Chauhan defeated Mohammed Ghori.  But in the second battle of Tarain in 1192 Mohammed
Ghori defeated Prithviraj Chauhan.
In the battle of Hydaspes in 326 BC Alexander the Great defeated Porus.

7. (c) 1992–97    The plan period of tenth five year plan is 2002-2007.
Prime Minister is the ex-officio chairman of Planning Commission.

8. (b) 42nd Amendment of the Constitution in 1976.
The 40th Constitutional Amendment of 1976 protected 64 Central and State laws in the 9th schedule
litigation and redefined the country’s sovereign jurisdiction over its territorial waters.
43rd Amendment of 1977 among other things restored to the High Courts and to Supreme Court their
jurisdiction to consider the constitutional validity of any central or state law.
44th Amendment of 1978 limited the powers of the government to proclaim internal emergency and corrected
some distortions which crept into the
Constitution during emergency.  The right of property was omitted as a fundamental right and it was made
only as a legal right.

9. (c) If 50 of the members supports a no-confidence motion it can be introduced in the Lok Sabha.
10 (b) Jataka Tales

Ajantha and Ellora are located near Aurangabad in Maharashtra.  They are famous Buddhist cave temples
which are richly ornamented with sculpture and carved with painting of exceptional skill.

11. (d) Sher Shah Suri.  The original Grand Trunk road linked Peshwar with Calcutta. Now it runs from Amritsar
to Calcutta.

12. (c) Mawsynram in Meghalaya is the rainiest spot in the world.  Earlier it was Chirapunji in Meghalaya. New
name of Chirapunji sohra.
Neriyamangalam (2005) is the rainiest spot in Kerala.  It is in Ernakulam district. Formerly it was Lakkidi
in Wayanad.
Palakkad in Kerala and Rajasthan in India receive the least rain in the year.

13. (c) Nile in Africa is the longest river in the world followed by Amazon.  Amazon in South America is the widest
river in the world.

14. (c) The office of the Director-General of Doordarshan. 'Nirwachan Sadan' is the office of the Election
Commission.

15. (d) India.  Naya Paise was introduced in 1957. The first commemorative coins were introduced in honour of
Nehru in 1964.

16. (d) Tuberculosis.  The disease is caused by bacillus mycobacterium tuberculosis.
Malaria is an infectious disease caused by protozoa and affects the spleen.  It is spread by female anopheles
mosquito.
Ebola is a new disease caused by virus.  It was first detected in Zaire (Republic of Congo). It is now under
control.  No cure has been found for Ebola.
AIDS is Acquired Immuno Deficiency Syndrome.  It affects the Immune system of the human beings.  So far
no effective medicine is available for AIDS.

17. (b) Dr. Ian Wilmut.  The first cloned sheep is named Dolly.  It was cloned by Ian Wilmut of the Roslin Institute,
Edinburgh, Scotland.
Mendel advocated theory of heredity .
Hargobind Khorana is an Indian born scientist who received Nobel Prize for creating an artificial gene in
the laboratory.

18. (b) K.R. NarayananANSWERS : GENERAL KNOWLEDGE SET - 7

19. (b) Sooranad Kunjan Pillai. Ponkunnam Varkey (1997).
2006 -˛ tImhn-e≥  2007 -˛ s{]m.-H.-F≥.-hn.-Ip-dp∏v

20. (b) I.M. Vijayan.  Pb-cm-Pns‚ im¥w F∂ kn\n-a-bn¬ \mb-I-\mbn hnP-b≥

A`n-\-bn-®n-´p-≠v.

21. (c) Six months
Panchayat election is held once in five years.  The last panchayat election



was held in Kerala in 2005. Next is in 2010 AD.
Panchayat election is conducted by State Election Commission.  If a seat is get vacant in the local body it
is filled with in six months.
Kerala Panchayati Raj Bill became operational on April 23, 1994.
The Constitutional Amendment 73 is related to Panchayat Raj and 74 relates to Nagarapalika Bill.

22. (b) Nuclear fusion.     Fusion is the joining together of atoms.
Nuclear fusion is also taking place in sun.  The atoms of hydrogen join together to form helium in the sun.
Atom bomb is based on the principle of nuclear fission.  Fission is the splitting up of atoms.        Fermi
discovered the artificial splitting of atoms.

23. (c) Methane, Butane and Propane
Liquefied petroleum gas is also known as natural gas.  Before the gas is piped to storage tanks and on to
consumers, butane and propane are removed and liquefied to form bottled gas.
Methane causes about 38% of the warming of the globe through the green house effect.

24. (b) Kristin Otto
Florence Griffith Joyner,  the 38 year old US sprinter creates world record in 100 metres and 200 metres in
1998 Atlanta Olympics and Seoul Olympics in 1984 respectively.  She died on September 21, 1998 due to a
stroke.

25. (a) Bangkok      Over 8000 athletes from 41 countries participated in the 36 sports events in the 13th Asiad
held in Bangkok in 1998.
Koji Ito, the Japanese runner, won the Samsung’s ‘most valuable player’ trophy.
14th Asiad was held at Busan, South Korea in 2002.  2006 Asiad  held in Doha, Qatar.

26. (c) 22 yards apart.  Each wicket shall be 9 inches in width and consists of three stumps with two bails upon the
top.  The stumps must be 28 inches high above the ground.  1 yard = 0.914 m.

27. (c) Crystalline rock.  It is the crystal form of carbon and the hardest substance known to man.  Cullinan is the
biggest diamond in the world.

28. (a) Challenger Deep.  It is in Mariana Trench in West Pacific Ocean.  It is 11,776 metres deep.
Galathea Deep in Philippine Trench in West Pacific is 10,539 metres deep.
Bartholomew Deep is in Peru–Chile (Atacama) Trench in East Pacific.  It is 8,064 metres deep.
Milwaukee Deep is in Puerto Rico Trench (West Atlantic).  It is 8,648 metres deep.

29. (b) Sir C.P. Ramaswamy Iyer     1938 ¬ {io NnØn-c-Xn-cp-\mƒ _me-cm-a-h¿Ω-
bmWv Ipd™ sNe-hn¬ P\-ßƒ°v bm{Xm kuIcyw \¬Im≥ th≠n tÃ‰v
{Sm≥kvt]m¿´v Un∏m¿´vsa‚ v Bcw-`n-®-Xv. k¿. kn.-]n. cma-kzman Aø-cm-bn-
cp∂p A∂sØ Znhm≥.

30 (c) Fax : It is an abbreviation for facsimile transmission or telefax. It helps for
the transmission of images over a telephone communication link, usually
the telephone network.
The world’s first fax machine, the pantlegraph was invented by the Italian
physicist Giovanni Caselli in 1866.  Telex is the teleprinter exchange.

31. Nepali, Manipuri, and Konkani are the new languages included in the 8th
schedule of the Constitution through 71st amendment in 1992.
In the original Constitution, the 8th schedule contains only 14 languages.
Later in 1967 through 21st Constitutional Amendment.  Sindhi was in-
cluded as the 15th language and again in 1992 through 71st Amendment
another 3 languages were added and in 2003 with 92nd Amendment 4
more languages were added to make the present total number to 22.

32. Insat 2-B. : Insat 2-B was the second indigenous multipurpose satellite
launched by the Ariane Rocket from Kourou, French Guyana on July 23,
1993.

33. GATT means General Agreement on Tariff and Trade.  It was set up in
1948. In 1995, it was replaced by World Trade Organisation (WTO).

34. SCERT:  State Council for Educational Research and Training.
35. 'Bharat Ratna'. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, C Subramanian and M.S.

Subbalakshmi were the 1998 recipients of the award in 1998.
36. Nicotine, tar and carbon monoxide are the most harmful substance found

in tobacco smoke.
37. Ali Sardar Jafri is a well known Urdu poet. He won Jnanpith in 1997.
38. White Paper is an official document of government of India which contains

policy statement of the government on important issues.
39. Carnatic and Hindustani are the two systems of classical music in India.

Purandaradas gave shape and form to Carnatic music.
Thyagaraja, Muthuswami Deekshither and Shyama Shastri popularly
known as the trinity of Carnatic music, laid the foundation for the



development of Carnatic music with their innumerable composition in the hundreds of ragas.
40. World  Environment  Day is observed on June 5 every year.  Its message is to keep the environment neat and clean

and protect from pollution of different kinds.
Ozone day is observed on September 16.    Earth Day is observed on April 22.
World Forestry Day - March 21. Anti Tobacco Day - May 31.

41. Moon :  Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin landed on this place in moon.
42. Cuneiform. It is the ancient writing system formed of combinations of wedge-shaped strokes, usually

impressed on clay.  It was invented by Sumerians and was in use in Mesopotamia as early as the middle of
4th millennium BC.

43. Excessive exploitation for human consumption is the most important reason for the depletion of natural
resources. ({]IrXn hn -̀h-ß-fpsS timj-Ww)

44. It is an international network of computers connecting governments, companies, universities and many
other networks and users. The service offers electronic mail, conferencing and chat service as well as the
ability to access remote computers and send and retrieve files.

45. Insat 2-B.


