
 
 
TO:  IBS Regional and National Group Officers 
 
FROM:  Andrew Mead, IBS President (on behalf of the Executive Committee) 
 
DATE: 25 September 2009 
 
RE: New 2010 IBS Membership Options  
 
We are pleased to inform you that International Biometric Society basic membership rates for 2010 will 
remain at the same level that we have been able to maintain since 2006. However, you will recall from 
Council Circular 2009-01 that we are introducing a new membership structure for 2010, including that the 
basic membership rate will just provide electronic-only access to all IBS Publications (Biometrics, JABES, 
and the Biometric Bulletin), and the abolition of the Associate Membership category. 
 
In response to comments received, from both Council and Regional/national Group Officers, relating to 
these changes in membership structures, we have introduced in Council Circular 2009-04 a new 
membership category of Senior Retiree.  This new category is open to anyone who has been a Regular 
Member (including current Associate Members) or Developing Country Member of the IBS for at least 10 
years, and who is no longer gainfully employed.  The membership rate for this category will be half of the 
standard membership rate (for Regular or Developing Country members, as appropriate) and these 
members will continue to receive the same benefits, and have the same rights, as Regular or Developing 
Country Members as appropriate (including electronic access to all IBS publication, and the rights to vote 
and take elective office within the society). 
 
For those members who wish to retain (gain) access to paper issues of either Biometrics or JABES (or 
both), we are still able to provide subsidized subscriptions, but there will now be an additional annual 
charge for each journal for which paper issues are required.  This additional cost differs for Regular and 
Developing Country Members approximately in line with the differential for the main membership dues.  
Note that an additional subscription to paper issues of one or both journals also provide access to paper 
issues of the Biometric Bulletin. 
 
As a result of these changes to the membership structure and dues, and to encourage student 
membership of the society, we have also proposed to make Student Membership of the society FREE 
throughout the world.  Student Members will have complimentary electronic access to all IBS publications, 
but, as previously, will not have rights to vote or hold elective office within the society. 
 
For 2010, membership rates and additional journal subscription costs for access to paper issues, including 
a paper copy of the Biometric Bulletin, are shown in the table below: 
 
  OPTION A OPTION B OPTION C OPTION D 
Membership Type 

Base Rate  
Biometrics 

(paper)  
JABES 
(paper) 

Both journals 
(paper) 

Regular Membership  $60.00  $10.00  $10.00  $20.00 
Developing Country (DC) Membership $14.00  $3.00  $3.00  $6.00 
Student Membership  Free  not available not available not available 

Senior Retiree Regular Membership $30.00  $10.00  $10.00  $20.00 
Senior Retiree DC Membership $7.00  $3.00  $3.00  $6.00 

 
Note that all rates are listed in U.S. Dollars 



New 2010 IBS Membership Options, Page 2 
 
In order to fulfill all member subscription options, we request that you notify the International Business 
Office of the membership option (A, B, C or D) and membership type (Regular, Developing Country, 
Student, Senior Retiree Regular, or Senior Retiree DC) for each of your members by 30 November 2009. 
The IBO will supply a current membership roster for each Region and National Group by the end of next 
week to aide in this process. Where Regions or National Groups fail to notify the IBO of the membership 
options for their members, we will default to Regular or Developing Country Membership (as currently) 
with Option A (electronic-only access) until the IBO is notified otherwise. 
 
We recommend that in contacting your members you indicate this as the default option, so that you can 
include this option in your returns for any members who do not inform you of their choice.  As previously, 
we leave it to each Region and National Group to assess the eligibility of those opting for Student (and 
now Senior Retiree) Membership. To aid in the latter, the available information on the length of 
membership of individual members can be provided by the IBO on request. 
 
We also remind you that under current IBS bylaws you are able to collect additional dues per member (as 
approved by your annual meeting) to fund Regional/National Group/Network activities, and that our 
decision to make Student Membership FREE does not stop you from collecting such additional dues from 
any Student Members within your Region or National Group. 
 
The IBS Executive Committee and Council believe that these new membership options will proactively 
fulfill our member needs while fiscally managing the society.  We continue to pursue new member 
benefits, and hope to be able to present proposals for such during the next 12 months. 
 
To support you in communicating with your members about these changes to the membership structure 
and dues, we offer the following background information: 
 

IBS Publications and Membership Information 
 
Our December 2008 publication survey indicated that 47% of the society membership would prefer to only 
access our publications electronically. The survey also indicated that 46% of the membership were 
interested in continuing to receive paper copies of Biometrics, and that many members would be 
interested in being able to receive paper copies of JABES either as an alternative to Biometrics, or in 
addition. 
 
The current cost of the production and distribution of paper copies of Biometrics for members is heavily 
subsidized by the income received from Institutional subscriptions to the journal, rather than being 
covered by the membership dues.  By moving to electronic-only receipt of Biometrics and the Biometric 
Bulletin for the regular membership category, we can provide all members with electronic access to our 
second journal, JABES, without requiring any increase in membership rates.  
 
IBS membership rates have remained at the same level since 2006, and whilst this switch to electronic-
only receipt of journals and newsletters for many members will obviously result in some savings, most of 
the society and journal management costs will not be reduced. However, we anticipate that this change in 
dues structure will eliminate the need for any increase in membership dues for a few more years, and, in 
addition, provides us with an opportunity to provide free student membership, as discussed at our 
meetings in Dublin in July 2008. Our proposal is for all (full time) student members to receive 
complimentary electronic access to all journals and newsletters as part of their free membership, which 
we hope will encourage more students to consider membership of the society, helping to strengthen the 
membership of the society for years to come. The other elements of this proposal provide an economically 
feasible way of supporting a free student membership category.  
 



New 2010 IBS Membership Options, Page 3 
 
With our proposed change to provide electronic access to all journals and the newsletter as part of 
Regular Membership, the Associate Membership category (access to the newsletter but not to journals, 
unable to vote in society elections, unable to hold elective office within the society) no longer seems 
appropriate. We are therefore proposing to remove this category of membership, and to encourage the 
seven (7) percent of members in the Associate Membership category to move to Regular Member status 
or the new Senior Retiree Member status, if appropriate. 
 
Where Regional or National Group Officers are concerned about the loss of members through the 
abolition of the Associate Membership category, we encourage an early dialogue with the IBS President 
or other members of the Executive Committee to identify possible solutions. 


