
Mossy Stockings

These knee-hi stockings  look like spring in this colorway, but are comfy enough to be worn all 
year long.  The instructions as written are for a ladies small-medium, but could easily fit a larger 
size if made with a larger size needle.  They could also be knit as regular socks--just use fewer 
stitches to start, ignore the shaping, and just work the pattern until you have the length you want.  
Then follow instructions for the foot.  Why not knit two pair--knee-hi's for the lady, socks for the 
gent!

Materials:  Brooklyn Handspun Soft Spun, colorway Speck; one skein for smaller size, two for 
larger
Double pointed needles size 1 for small-medium, size 2 for large, or size to get gauge.
You could definitely get a pair of socks with leftovers from one skein.  I just barely got the small 
pair of knee-hi's from one skein--I would suggest getting two and making a pair of socks or gloves 
out of the rest.

Gauge: 10 stitches and 12 rows per inch in stockinette stitch on size 1 needles.

Directions:

K1B  Knit one in the back of the stitch, not in the row below
RT:  
Insert right needle tip knitwise into second stitch away from the left needle tip .Yarn over and draw 
through loop but don’t pull stitches off the left needle tip. Next, insert tip into stitch closest to the 
left needle tip. Yarn over, draw loop through. Now, pull both old stitches off the left needle tip.

Panel 1 (Mock Cable)
Row 1:  K1, P2, K2, P2, K1
Row 2:  K1, P2, K2, P2, K1
Row 3:  K1, P2, RT, P2, K1

Panel 2 (Waffle Stitch)
Row 1: (K1B, p1) 4 times
Row 2: K
Row 3: (P1, K1B) 4 times
Row 4: K



Using size 1 needles, cast on 96 stitches.  32 stitches on each needle.  (The directions are written 
for a set of 4 dpns--3 holding and one working needle.)
Work in a knit 2, purl 2 ribbing for 1.5".

Row 1:  *K2, P2, K1, (K1B,P1) 4 times, K1, P2.  Repeat from * around.
Row 2: (K2, P2, K10, P2) around.
Row 3:  * RT, P2, K1, (P1, K1B) 4 times; K1, P2.  Repeat from * around.
Row 4:  Repeat row 2.

Your first mock cable panel is the center back of the stocking.  Repeat these 4 rows for pattern.  
Continue until piece measures 5" from the beginning, ending with row 3.  At this point you begin 
leg shaping.  You will be decreasing stitches in pairs on either side of the center back panel.
-----insert leg calf/ shape picture------------
Begin row 4 of pattern:

Row 4: (K2, P2, K1, K2tog, K6, P2) once.  Knit in established pattern until you reach the last waffle
stitch panel. K6, K2tog, K1, P2.
Row 1:  K2, P2, K1, (P1, K1B) 3 times. * K1, P2, K2, P2, K1, (K1B, P1) 4 times.  Repeat from * 4 
times.  K1, P2, K2, P2, K1,(K1B, P1) 3 times, K1B, P2.
Row 2:  (K2, P2, K9, P2) once; (K2, P2, K10, P2) 4 times; K2, P2, K9, P2) once.
Row 3:  RT, P2, K1, (K1B, P1) three times, K1B, K1,P2; *RT, P2, K1, (P1, K1B) 4 times, K1,P2.  
Repeat from * three times, end RT, P2, K1, (P1, K1B) three times, P1,  K1,  P2.
Row 4:  (K2, P2, K1, K2 tog, K5, P2) once; (K2, P2, K10, P2) four times; K2, P2, K5, K2tog, K1, 
P2.

Continue in this manner, decreasing 1 stitch at inside edge of waffle stitch panel every 4th row.  
When both waffle stitch panels have been decresed to nothing, begin decreasing adjoining mock 
cable panels in the same way, keeping to established pattern.  Decreasing will end when the two 
mock cable stitch panels on either side of the center back mock stitch panel have been reduced 
to nothing.  There will be 16 stitches on needles 1 and 3, and 32 stitches on needle 2. (64 sts)

If you want socks instead of stockings,  cast on 64 stitches, work rib for 1.5", and continue in patt 
from this point.

Work even in est patt until work measures 15" (or desired length to ankle) from beginning.  
Slip first st on needle 2 to needle 1.  Slip last stitch on needle 2 to needle 3.  Work in pattern 
across needle 1 and 2.  
---------insert heel pic--------
Begin heel shaping:
Working across the 32 stitches from needles 1 and 3.  Here you can work any heel shaping you 
wish, but I will give directions for a handkerchief heel.
Row 1:  Sl 1, K1
Row 2:  Purl.
Repeat these two rows 15 times (32 rows total).
K 19 sts, K2 tog, turn.
  Sl 1, P6, P2tog, turn.
Sl 1, K7, K2tog, turn.
 Sl 1, P8, P2tog, turn.
Sl 1, K9, K2tog, turn.
Continue in this way until all heel stitches have been worked.
Sl 1, K across rem sts., pick up and knit 16 stitches along edge of heel flap.  Work in pattern 
across instep stitches. With another needle, pick up and knit 16 stitches along other edge of heel 
flap.  With same needle work # stitches of heel.  You are now working in the round again. 
 Decrease for gusset as follows: 
 Knit to within last 3 stitches of needle 1.  K2 tog, K1.  Work in pattern across instep needle.  On 
needle three, K1, K2 tog, K to end. 
 K across needle 1, pattern across needle two (instep), K across needle 3.  Repeat these last two 
rows until you have 16 stitches on needles 1 and 3.



Begin foot:
Keep instep in established pattern, work bottom of foot in stockinette stitch.  Continue in this 
manner until foot measures 7.5" or desired length to toe.

Shape toe:
Toe will be worked in stockinette stitch. * Knit to within last 3 stitches of needle 1.  K2 tog, K1. On 
needle two: K1,  Sl 1, K1, PSSO, K to withing last three stitches of needle, K2tog, K1.  On needle 
three: K1, Sl 1, PSSO, K to end of needle.  Knit one row even.  Repeat from * until there are 24 
stitches left.  Use Kitchener stitch to graft remaing stitches together, or use a 3-needle bind off.  
Darn in loose ends, and enjoy your stocking!

-------insert foot pic close-up------------


