
Gonzaga Mothers Club 

General Membership Meeting 

Wednesday, September 14, 2016 

Lower Commons, Gonzaga College High School 
DRAFT 

Attendance: 108 

 
The meeting was called to order by GMC President Laura Brockwell at 7:05 pm.  Laura welcomed 
everyone and introduced Fr. Stephen Planning as our guest speaker.  
 
Opening Prayer and Remarks 

Fr. Stephen Planning offered an opening prayer and warmly welcomed all present.    
 
Father provided an update on recent and upcoming events: 

● Planning for the Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program began five years ago with bolstering 

the school’s wireless network.  The class of 2019 was the first class to fully participate in the 

program and now all the classes are on board.  The goal of BYOD is to prepare the students for 

college where they will be expected to use their own technology in the context of their 

education.  They need to learn how to work with the distractions of technology and Gonzaga will 

assist in teaching good digital citizenship and management of their digital time. 

● Mass of the Holy Spirit, the traditional opening of the school year, took place August 24th. 

Tomorrow’s all school mass will be celebrated by Fr. Gasper LoBiondo (“Fr. Gap”) who is the 

rector for the resident Jesuit priests at Gonzaga and he goes on all the retreats with the 

students. 

● This year’s Gridiron Classic is at Georgetown Prep on September 17 and proceeds benefit the 

Washington Jesuit Academy which was founded by the Jesuit communities of Gonzaga, 

Georgetown Prep, and Georgetown University. 

● Fr. Planning will attend the upcoming Jesuit Soccer Classic held at Regis High School in Denver, 

CO, September 22-25. 

● Homecoming is October 1. 

● He encouraged all to attend one of the music concerts of the orchestra, jazz ensemble, or 

chamber choir as they are well worth attending. 

● He also promoted the Gonzaga Dramatic Association productions.  The fall production is Peter 

and the Starcatchers, a comedy prequel to Peter Pan, and the spring production is Curtains, a 

musical murder mystery. 

● Sophomore retreats began this week.  He emphasized the importance of attendance at the 
mandatory freshmen retreat in January and mentioned that this and the junior/senior Kairos 
retreats are cited by students as one of their most important experiences at Gonzaga. The 
legacy Kairos retreats for seniors build on their Kairos experience and allow discernment for the 
next step of their lives. 

 
Father Planning recapped the records of Gonzaga’s spring and fall sports teams:  

● Track placed 6th at the WCAC championships. 
● Baseball lost in the quarterfinals of the WCAC championships.  



● Tennis won their 6th WCAC championship in 7 years. 
● Golf won their 6th WCAC championship in 7 years and placed 3rd at Metros.  
● Lacrosse won their 7th consecutive WCAC championship. 
● Crew won the WMIRA for the 5th straight year and won the Stotesbury Cup for the 5th 

consecutive year, becoming only the 3rd program in history to do so, and the first since 1941. 
They were the top finishing high school team at Nationals. Christian Tabash and Joe Johnson 
placed 4th at the Junior World Rowing Championships in the Netherlands, the highest finish 
ever for the USA. 

● Rugby’s varsity purple team won their 3rd consecutive national title, the first team to do so.  
They also won their 7th consecutive Jesuit Rugby Tournament. 

● Athletic honors for the past school year: 6 league championships, 2 state championships, 1 
national championship, 13 First Team All-Mets players and one Best Boat, 1 DC Gatorade Player 
of the Year, and Coach Turner (basketball) was DC Gatorade Coach of the Year. 

● Varsity Water Polo is currently 5-2. 
● Cross Country placed first in the two events they have competed in so far.  
● Soccer opens their season this weekend. 
● Football is 2-1, losing to McDonough and beating Veira and Avalon. 

 
Fr. Planning provided facility and security updates: 

● Air conditioning is being replaced in the Lady’s Chapel. 
● Asked permission over the summer and the zoning board approved lights for the turf field!  This 

will allow the field to be utilized more and less time will be spent bussing the students to other 
fields.  Hopes to have the lights up before the end of fall.  They must go off at 10 pm per zoning 
law.  Total cost will be $350-400K, to include attorney and construction management company 
costs. 

● Security officers assist with egress from the parking garage after school and after major school 
events but some congestion must be expected after large events. 

● Implemented Kastle security card system this year.  Each student has a card to enter all the 
school buildings and they are programmed for access during certain hours, depending on the 
user (student vs. faculty).  Students should notify Student Services immediately if they lose a 
card so it can be deactivated; replacement fee is $10.  GMC will coordinate with Student 
Services for our events so doors will be open for the event.  If you find doors locked, call Security 
at 202-441-2247 for access. 

 
GMC Business 

President Laura Brockwell introduced a proposed amendment to the GMC constitution to add the 
Communications Chair as an officer to the Executive Board to expedite the sharing of information 
among the board, the GMC Board of Directors, the general membership, and the school.  The proposed 
amendment was approved by the Board of Directors and now will be posted on the GMC website for 
members to review.  Members are invited to vote on the amendment at the joint GMC/GFC meeting on 
October 19. 
Laura invited members to bring donations to GMC meetings for the McKenna Center and the 
Washington School for Girls.  A list of needed items is posted on the GMC website.  
 
Thank yous were given to GMC members who co-chaired some of the fall events.   

● April Egge, Kristina Gill, and Denise Siciliano co-chaired a lovely Welcome Faculty Luncheon.  
Thanks to all who donated gift cards for the faculty.   



● Kim Howland and Josie Militello threw a very successful Welcome Picnic for incoming students 
and families using the new venue of Eye Street.   

● Maura Cardellicchio and Kelly Schuler coordinated the much appreciated reception for the Back 
to School Night. Eagles Wings assisted in serving. 

 
Reports of the Executive Committee and Standing Committees 

 
*Vice President Jean Schlesinger announced that the GMC-GFC joint meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, October 19.  Kimberly Cox and Cortez McDaniel from the McKenna Center will be the guest 
speakers.  The evening includes homemade chili and social time.   
 
*Vice President Maya Shackley reported the Mentor Program was a big success and thanked the 
Gonzaga mothers who served as mentors.  She encouraged everyone to buy a GMC raffle ticket!  

 
*Secretary Nori Buising was introduced and let the membership know they would approve the minutes 
at the next meeting. 
 
*Treasurer Mary Penny gave the budget report.  Each committee has a line item and she asked chairs to 
review their budget and contact her with any questions.  Expense reimbursement forms are found on 
the website under forms/publications.  She asked members to scan and email receipts if possible instead 
of sending photos.  Include the committee chair on emails for their approval.  She will also accept hard 
copies of reimbursement requests.  Any expenses over $250 need to be approved by the GMC 
President.  
 
*Webmaster Denise Siciliano was introduced.  All updates to committee pages should be sent to her.  
 
*Ex-Officio Suzanne Dowd reported that information about the grocery receipts program can be found 
on the GMC website.  Participating stores include Giant, Harris Teeter and Target.  Harris Teeter requires 
annual re-registration.  Money from the store programs goes directly to Gonzaga, not the GMC.  We are 
also registered for Amazon Smile.  Gave another plug for the GMC raffle whi ch offers a 1:1000 chance to 
win $25K; can buy multiple tickets, up to 3 per day.  The winner will be drawn at the Gala.  
 
Christmas Gala. Kimberly Notarianni and Andrea Mellado gave an update on the 2016 Gala planning.  
The committee chairs are set but they still need more committee members.  Sponsorships for the event 
and advertising for the Gala program are being requested.  All GMC members are encouraged to sign up 
to help. Tickets for the Gala are now on sale on the Gala website.  Gala merchandise is al so for sale and 
Kimberly held up the custom Gonzaga nutcracker which is featured this year.  There are only 150 for sale 
and they are handmade by a craftsman in Richmond, VA.  The date for volunteers to come and address 
invitations was changed to Monday, October 24 in Forte Hall.  They are looking for a new sponsor who is 
a beer distributor; Anheuser Busch is unable to sponsor this year due to budget costs and the upcoming 
inauguration.   Parish ads for the program are being solicited.  It is a $25.00 donation per family to be 
listed in the parish advertisement.  The next Gala meeting is Tuesday, September 20 at 6:30 pm in the 
Jesuit Dining Room.    
 
McKenna Center/Service.  Anne Ourand reviewed the flyer that was provided at each table, listing 
opportunities for mothers to get involved in helping the community.  There are two bake sales to benefit 
the McKenna Center.  Members can also sign up (via SignUpGenius) to make or serve meals for the 
hypothermia program which provides nightly meals from November through March for program 



residents.  The program offers 20 men shelter, job assistance, counseling, life skills and a broad range of 
support during their stay.  There is a standing need for toiletries, pillow cases, and twin flat sheets which 
can be placed in the green box in Dooley Hall or can bring to GMC meetings.  In the spring, there will be 
a Diaper Drive to benefit the DC Diaper Bank and there will be a flower collection to bring Mother’s Day 
bouquets to the nursing home next to Gonzaga. 
   
Eagles’ Wings.  Eagles’ Wings sponsors activities for alumni parents to continue their fellowship with the 
Gonzaga community.  This year’s liaisons to the Class of 2016 are Tami Henneman and Joanna 
Hoffschneider.  Tami reported that the Development Office will now be sending out emails on behalf of 
Eagles’ Wings.  The first event for the year will be the Mass of Thanksgiving and the decorating of the 
Eagles’ Wings Christmas tree for the Gala on November 29. 
 
Membership.  Mia DeWitt reported a good response for GMC membership, at 398 so far.  She explained 
that applying for membership online is easier this year (takes five minutes), because there is no longer 
an accompanying volunteer form.  She also has postcards available with sign-up instructions and a list of 
the year’s GMC events. 
 
Communications.  Irene Zaso reminded everyone that only GMC members receive the monthly 
newsletters since we cannot email the entire Gonzaga population. The main communications are a 
monthly newsletter via email and E-blast reminders.  The newsletter goes out the Monday before GMC 
meetings.  If you have information to put in the newsletter, please send it to her and Laura Brockwell by 
the prior Thursday.  Gonzaga has 40 social media sites, but to keep in touch with what is going on at Eye 
Street, Irene recommends the following:  
Twitter follow:  @GonzagaHdMstr   @GonzagaMothers   @GonzagaGoodNews  

 
Facebook like: Gonzaga Mothers Club    Gonzaga College High School 

 
Instagram follow:  Gonzaga Good News 
 
Parents’ Council.  Denise Aitchison, our liaison to the Parents’ Council of Washington, reported that the 
first meeting will be October 26, 6:30 pm, at Landon School.  Will pass on who is speaking once it is 
known.  Denise recommended their Facebook page as they post good articles on parenting.  
 
Get Acquainted Parties. Mary Hoernig, Elizabeth Redmond, Ann Turgeon, and Jennifer Winters chaired 
the organization of these ongoing parties.  They changed it from email invitations to sign-up parties this 
year which seemed to work better.  There are only 2 areas left that are having parties but they urged 
any freshman families who would like to attend to contact them because they do not want to leave 
anyone out. 
 
Family Support.  Eileen Wisor reported that Family Support provides support and comfort to families 
who are mourning a death in the family or who have ill or injured students.  She invited members to 
request support for a family by emailing her or by submitting a confidential request on the Family 
Support and Prayer Intentions page on the GMC website.  The kind of support that can be provided is 
prayers, cards, flowers, and preparing meals. 
 
Ignatian Reflection and Prayer Group.  Anne Griffith gave an overview of the program.  It meets on a 
Friday each month from 8:00 to 9:00 am in the Jesuit Dining Room to explore Ignatian spirituality and 
reflect on how to put it into practice.  Participants read an essay or part of a book then discuss.  Anne 

https://twitter.com/GonzagaHdMstr
https://twitter.com/GonzagaMothers
https://twitter.com/GonzagaGoodNews
https://www.facebook.com/gonzagamothers/
https://www.facebook.com/GonzagaCollegeHS
https://www.instagram.com/gonzagagoodnews/


encouraged members to come to any or all meetings and to the annual retreat which is February 3-5, 
2017.  Upcoming meetings are September 16, October 7, November 18, and December 9.  
 
Gonzaga/Visitation Mass and Picnic.  Diane Tomb reported that the annual Gonzaga/Visi mass and 
picnic will take place at Visitation on September 18 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, rain or shine.  Mass will 
be at 10:00 am.  She provided flyers on the tables.   
 
Faculty Treats.  Maria Cindea and Kristen Kilguss are co-chairing this year.  Volunteers for the Friday 
morning breakfasts are needed and can sign up on SignUpGenius.  Faculty Treats will take place 6x/year, 
providing a full, hot breakfast to all Gonzaga faculty and staff and it is a wonderful way to watch Eye 
Street wake up.  The first breakfast is on October 7. 
 
Freshman Parent Night/Conversations that Count.  This event, on September 27, is organized by the 
Gonzaga Counseling department.  The GMC will provide hospitality, organized by the Freshman Class 
counselors, Mindy Johannessen and Elizabeth Richardson.   
 
Senior Parent Admissions Night.  Andrea Courduvelis reminded parents that there is a Senior Parent 
Admissions Night coming up on October 6.  Future dates for parent events include November 3 for the 
Junior Senior Financial Aid Night and a “Letting Go” session in the spring.   
 
Junior Family Night for College Counseling.  Susan Kiley and Shannon Seay reported that this event will 
be held in the Sheehy Theater, October 27, at 7 pm.  Parents will be sent information from the college 
counselors.   
 
Bake Sales.  Susan Marcille reported that all dates were assigned to clubs and organizations but that five 
new slots will be available tomorrow so please contact her if your team or club did not get a bake sale 
date yet.  
 
Laura closed the meeting by thanking the Hospitality Chairs, Nancy Travis, Honora Precourt, and 
Kimberly Martin for providing the meal for the evening.  They raffled off three door prizes and the 
winners were Elizabeth Crockett, Diane Tomb, and Laverne Wallace. 
 
The next GMC meeting is Wednesday, October 12, and the speaker is from the Gonzaga Business 
Network.  The joint meeting with the Gonzaga Fathers Club and GMC is October 19 at 6:30 pm.  
 
There being no other business, meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Nori Buising  
GMC Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 


