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Following a reception and dinner in the Arrupe Commons, the GMC and GFC adjourned to the theater 
and began the meeting at 7:20 pm.  
 
Father Planning opened with a prayer and then provided an update of recent activity at Gonzaga.  

● Over 450 students took a record number of AP exams (1,200) this month. The pass rate (with a 
pass considered a score of 3, 4, or 5) has historically been around 85%.  

● The Concert Band, Symphonic Winds, and Orchestra had a wonderful concert this spring, as did 
the Choral Arts classes and Chamber Choir.  

● On May 12, the Charter Day Assembly was held, during which academic, arts, language, athletic, 
and some senior awards were given out. 

● The sixth annual Festival of One Act Plays was held May 15-16, featuring five different one-act 
plays which were student-directed with original scripts and sets. 

● Colonel Joseph Murray ‘85 will be the graduation speaker.  He is the current commander of 
Quantico Marine Corps Base.  The graduating class will be joined by the jubilarians celebrating 
their 50th reunion. 

● Fr. Planning then provided an update of the spring sports teams. 
● The assessment of the storm damage to St. Al’s continues and they will be removing the 158 

year old wooden boards and metal, and applying a waterproof membrane before repairing the 
roof.  Fr. Planning hopes that insurance will cover half of the cost and is thankful that there was 
minimal damage to the interior of the church. 

● Fr. Planning concluded by thanking the parents for their involvement in the school, with a 
special thanks to Laura Brockwell and Terrence Caulfield for their leadership. 

 
Laura Brockwell, GMC President, conducted a short meeting of GMC business.  

● Faculty Summer Send-off Lunch - May 31 - please sign up to help serve or donate toward raffle 
prizes for the faculty. 

● Baccalaureate Mass and Reception - June 3 - there is a Sign-Up Genius available for volunteers 
to sign up to help at the reception. 

● New Mothers’ Luncheon - June 7 - this is a wonderful event to welcome the new mothers to 
Gonzaga, and it is made so by current mothers volunteering. 

● Laura encouraged all to check out the winning entries of the GMC-sponsored Photo Contest on 
the GMC website.  There were many thoughtful and artistic photos. 

● Laura thanked her Executive Board for 2016-2017 for their service.  She then asked the GMC 
members in the room to stand to take a vote on the slate for the new GMC Executive Board for 
the 2017-2018 school year.  Laura read the slate and asked all those in favor to take their seats. 
The vote for approval was unanimous.  The new Executive Board is as follows: 

o President - Mary Penny 
o First Vice President - Kathy Kirvan 
o Second Vice President - Susan Kiley 
o Secretary - Nancy Travis 
o Treasurer - Susan Marcille 



o Webmaster - Mia DeWitt 
o Communications - Hazel Lychak 
o Ex-Officio - Laura Brockwell 

● Laura also announced that the 2017-2018 Gala Chairs are Kim Howland and Maggie Sinnott 
Mejia, and they are excited to get started on this annual highlight event. 

 
This concluded the GMC business portion of the evening.  
 
Terrence Caulfield, GFC President, announced that the GFC President for 2017-2018 will be Richard 
Donohoe ‘77.  The GFC has filled their chair positions for next year as well but Terrence encouraged GFC 
members to step up for leadership positions that will be opening up at the end of next school year. 

● Suzanne Dowd, representative from Eagles Wings, introduced Eagles Wings as a service, 
spiritual, and social organization for alumni parents who are not ready to leave the school yet. 
Eagles Wings has their own events and also assists the GMC and GFC with such events as Back to 
School Night, Mass of Thanksgiving, and the Gala.  She encouraged all senior parents to join 
Eagles Wings by “liking” their Facebook page and following them on Twitter. 

Terrence then announced the evening’s speaker, Mr. Paul Buckley ‘86, who started the AP Statistics 

class in 2001 and has been running the Gonzaga Dramatic Association since 1999.  Mr. Buckley spoke 

about the GDA, one of the oldest groups on campus, performing in the oldest (1896) continually running 

theater in DC, Sheehy Theater.  Mr. Buckley related that the GDA puts on a play in the fall and a musical 

in the spring.  The fall production involves 60-70 students, 30-40 parents, and a budget of about $15K. 

The spring production involves 120 students, 50-60 parents, and costs about $45K.  The productions are 

self-funded through program ads and ticket sales.  The GDA is the only co-ed sponsored activity on 

campus and the participating girls can be from any school.  In addition to student performers, students 

are heavily involved in the stage crew and lighting, and the stage crew became co-ed 15 years ago.  The 

GDA takes trips to Broadway almost every year and the show they see sometimes inspire future 

productions at Gonzaga.  Mr. Buckley appreciates all the parent involvement through drama boosters 

and he thinks that the most important thing that students take away from the GDA are lasting 

friendships.  One of the newer initiatives of the GDA is to get students more involved in the music for 

the productions.  Next year’s productions will be You Can’t Take It With You and Beauty and the Beast.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Nori Buising 
GMC Secretary 
 
  
 

 


