
Gonzaga Mothers Club 
General Membership Meeting 

Wednesday, April 19, 2017 
Lower Commons, Gonzaga College High School 

 
 
Attendance: 42 
 
The meeting was called to order by GMC President Laura Brockwell at 7:05 pm.  
 
Father Planning began with a prayer and then shared the following update: 

● Fr. Planning reported that thankfully we will be able to have graduation at St. Al’s.  None of the 

art and windows (from the late 1800’s) in St. Al’s were damaged by the tornado on April 6.  They 

are working on a temporary fix of the roof that will be done by Friday and a wedding will go as 

planned on Saturday.  The wood substructure of the roof is from 1859 so some of that will be 

replaced. 

● The Jazz Band put on a great concert on April 6, as well as at the International Food Fair. 

● Congratulations to junior Jack Chesen whose photograph “Interstellar” won an award at the 

Scholastic Art Awards regional competition. 

● The Choral Arts Spring Concert is May 3 and the theme is “Metaphor”.  They will perform songs 

from doo-wop to Hamilton. 
● Several students hiked the Camino de Santiago over spring break.  This is the capstone 

experience of this independent tutorial Spanish class. 

● Ignatian Heritage Day was held on April 7 and it highlighted the work of Horace McKenna, 

featuring poems, speakers, and music. 

● Mr. Ross, moderator of the Poets and Writers Club, encouraged students to enter the 

prestigious Parkmont Poetry Contest.  Gonzaga had 15 semi-finalists and 6 finalists in the 

contest. 

● Matt Gannon, a junior, claimed first prize and fan favorite prize in the East region of C-SPAN’s 

2017 Student Cam Documentary contest, for his short film titled “Invisible”.  Matt’s film focused 

on the issue of homelessness, how people become homeless, and how they can be helped. 

● The 6th Annual Festival of One Act Plays will be held May 15-16 at 7 pm.  Five upperclassmen 

will be directing productions of their original scripts and it is sure to be a delightful evening.  The 

event is free but they request a donation of canned goods for the McKenna Center. 

● The prom will be held on April 29 and tickets are on sale now. 

●  He was proud of Gonzaga’s service community which was reflected so well in a recent 

Washington Post Magazine article.  The article was originally going to cover service at several 

schools, but they came to Gonzaga first and ended up staying all week to cover all the different 

service programs. 

● Fr. Planning completed his update with a round-up of all the spring sports teams and their 

current records. 

 



Laura announced the speaker for the evening, Mr. Stephen Szolosi, Director of Campus Ministry.  Mr. 

Szolosi started his presentation with a brief film highlighting all the different activities within Campus 

Ministry.  He related that Campus Ministry fosters student prayer life, and through the retreats at each 

grade level, helps students reflect on their relationships with family, friends, and God.  Campus Ministry 

also sponsors local service opportunities and service trips to Camden, New Orleans, rural Maryland, 

South Dakota, or the U.S.-Mexico border.  The demand to attend the service trips outweighs the 

capacity, so for those students who are not able to attend, Mr. Szolosi recommends that they approach 

his office or one of the religion teachers.  They would be happy to connect them with various service 

opportunities over the summer such as: 

● Campus Kitchen with Patty Tobin 

● Peace Room - work with local youth to help introduce peaceful ways to resolve conflict. 

● McKenna Center 

● Martha’s Table - they hold Martha’s Markets at schools and community centers, where they set 

up fresh food markets and give away fresh food, hold cooking demonstrations, and play music. 

Mr. Szolosi then explained the process for applying for the retreat teams.  Interested applicants should 

apply in March as the application is due the beginning of April.  They then conduct interviews where the 

students are asked why they want to be a retreat leader and how they have grown in their faith. 

Decisions are made in early May.  They try to balance the teams so they are drawing from different 

pockets of the Gonzaga community.  While there are some returning retreat leaders who help train new 

leaders, there are some new senior retreat leaders who had never led a retreat before, so he 

encourages students to apply even if they were turned down before.  He will also be removing the 

requirement of attending the sophomore retreat so that more students will be able to apply.  

 

Some members expressed some frustration regarding the competition for spots on service trips and 

retreat teams and the notion of being “cut” from service.   Mr. Szolosi understands this and he will 

continue to work on finding ways to create more opportunities for students.  They do keep track of who 

they have turned down for retreat teams so they might find some opportunity for repeat applicants. 

One new opportunity they are working on with Mr. Ross is to take a team of poetry students to Malcolm 

X Elementary School to teach poetry to their students.  He will continue to talk with coaches to 

encourage the students to feel free to be able to participate in some service activities that do not 

conflict with their sports teams.  A suggestion was made to also collaborate with coaches to know what 

service students have done with their team and have students self-report service they have done 

outside of Gonzaga. In this way, they can have a full picture of a student’s commitment to service.  Mr. 

Szolosi was invited to have an information table at the New Mother’s Lunch for incoming mothers to 

learn about all the service opportunities.  The counseling nights or “sophomore conversations” are other 

venues where information on Campus Ministry could be provided to parents.  While parents and the 

faculty provide guidance, it is ultimately up to the students to make themselves available for service. 

 

Laura thanked Mr. Szolosi for taking the time to speak to the GMC and stated that he was available via 

email for any further questions. 

 
 
Reports of the Executive Committee and Standing Committees 



*Secretary Nori Buising requested approval of minutes of the March meeting. 
Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the March 8, 2017 General Meeting of the 
GMC were approved as submitted. 
 
*Vice President Jean Schlesinger presented the slate of nominees for the Executive Board for the 
2017-2018 school year, which will be formally voted on at the Joint GMC/GFC Meeting on May 15: 
President - Mary Penny 
First Vice President - Kathy Kirvan 
Second Vice President - Susan Kiley 
Secretary - Nancy Travis 
Treasurer - Susan Marcille 
Webmaster - Mia DeWitt 
Communications - Hazel Lychak 
Ex-Officio - Laura Brockwell 
 
She also announced the Gala Chairs, Kim Howland and Maggie Sinott Mejia, and Gala Treasurer Shannon 
Seay.  
 
*Vice President Maya Shackley described the annual Mentoring Program for incoming freshman 
families.  She invited members to volunteer to be a mentor by signing up on the GMC website.  Mentors 
will then be matched to 4 or 5 families who live in their area.  Mentors are asked to contact the 
incoming families by phone or email and answer any of their questions regarding Gonzaga.  Maya will 
provide a form letter for mentors to use if they email the families. 
 
*Treasurer Mary Penny was not present but Laura provided a copy of the current budget report.  It 
contains the actuals for last year, the current expenses, and projected budget for upcoming events. 
Most of this year’s events have occurred already and the budget is still on track.  Mary is available via 
email for any questions on the budget. 
 
*Webmaster Denise Siciliano had no updates to report.  Laura thanked her for all her wonderful work 
on the website. 
 
*Communications Officer Irene Zaso was not present.  Laura reported that she is starting to train Hazel 
Lychak for the Communications Officer next year. 
 
*Ex-Officio Suzanne Dowd was not present. 
 
Senior Class Liaisons.  The senior T-shirts will arrive at the end of April and will be distributed to seniors 
at school.  Mr. Every sent out a letter to senior parents regarding graduation; if you did not get it, a copy 
is available in the Senior Corner of the GMC website. 
 
Baccalaureate Mass and Reception.  The reception will be held in the gym.  There is one confirmed 
photographer for the event but they would like another volunteer photographer.  This is a great event to 
volunteer for if your son is an underclassman since you get an early glimpse of graduation activities. A 
Sign-Up Genius will come out in early May. 
 



International Food Fair. Laura reported that the IFF was a huge success and thanked everyone who 
volunteered or brought in a dish.  In addition, $7,300 was raised for the modern language department 
for their trips. 
 
McKenna Center/Service.  Valerie Jopeck reported that the hypothermia program was very successful 
this year, providing 2,320 meals with the help of 226 volunteers over the winter months.  The last bake 
sale for the McKenna Center raised $420 towards the purchase of pillows and blankets for the men of 
the shelter.  The upcoming bake sale is still in need of donations. Mother’s Day Flowers will be held May 
11 and student volunteers will be asked to stop at Union Station and purchase flowers.  Parent 
volunteers will be asked to provide glass vases/ribbons and to help assemble bouquets.  The students 
will meet with the nursing home residents one on one and deliver the flowers. 
 
New Mothers Luncheon.  Chris Keenan reported that the Sign-Up Genius is already up for this June 7 
event in order to get volunteers prior to the end of the school year.  A save-the-date flyer will be going 
out soon followed by the invitation.  Clubs and sports teams will be encouraged to have both faculty and 
student representatives present to be able to answer any questions from the new mothers. 
 
Spirit of Gonzaga Photo Contest.  There are multiple categories in which student photographers can 
submit photos that capture the essence of Gonzaga.  The deadline for submission is April 25 and the 
winners will be announced on Charter Day. 
 
Faculty Summer Send-Off Lunch.  Laura reported that the organizers are requesting volunteers to serve 
the lunch, some food/drink items, and gift cards or tickets to raffle off for the faculty.  Members can 
volunteer for this May 31st event on the Sign-Up Genius link. 
 
Eagles’ Wings.  Tami Henneman reported that Eagles Wings is a wonderful way for alumni parents to 
keep in touch with the school and offers several unique opportunities.  Marie Duellman is leading the 
group and is taking things in an exciting direction.  Those interested in joining this group should visit 
their page on the GMC website or their Facebook and Instagram sites.  They will have a day of reflection 
on April 22 with Fr. Gap LoBiondo and Magda and Patrick Pettey will speak at this event.  
 
Laura expressed thanks to GMC members who do ongoing work behind the scenes.  

● Thanks to Hazel Lychak, Sharon Persinski, Stacey Brown, and Jill Gatti for the wonderful 
support and meals for both faculty and parents at all the Parent-Teacher Conferences. 

● Thanks to all those who volunteered and cooked for the McKenna Center’s hypothermia 
program. 

● Thanks to Maria Cindea and Kristen Kilguss for treating the faculty to delicious homemade 
breakfasts each month.  They have had over 75 volunteers this year and the last breakfast for 
the year is May 5. 

 
Upcoming Events: 

● Bake Sale for McKenna Center - April 26 
● Photo Contest deadline - April 25 
● Prom - April 29 
● Ignatian Reflection and Prayer Group - May 5 
● Faculty Treats - May 5 
● GFC Father-Son Mass and Breakfast - May 7 
● Mother’s Day Flowers - May 11 



● Summer Send-off Faculty Lunch - May 31 
● Baccalaureate - June 3 
● New Mother’s Luncheon - June 7 

 
Laura closed the meeting by bringing up the Hospitality Chair, Marybeth Powers.  They raffled off door 
prizes for seven lucky winners. 
 
The next GMC meeting is the Joint GMC/GFC Meeting on Wednesday, May 17, 2017 at 6:30 pm, and the 
planned speaker is Paul Buckley, math teacher and GDA producer.  At this meeting, the GMC 
membership will vote on the nominees for the 2017-2018 GMC Board.  Dinner will be provided. 
 
There being no other business, meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Nori Buising  
GMC Secretary 
 
Approved by the GMC Executive Board on June 7, 2017 at the GMC EB meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


