
Gonzaga Mothers Club 
General Membership Meeting 

Wednesday, November 9, 2016 
Lower Commons, Gonzaga College High School 

 
Attendance: 41 
 
The meeting was called to order by GMC President Laura Brockwell at 7:05 pm.  Laura welcomed 
everyone and outlined that Father Planning would give some remarks, followed by a presentation by 
Peter Baggetta, and ending with the business portion of the meeting. 
 
Father Planning began with a prayer and then shared the following update: 

● The lights are now up on Buchanan field.  May have to turn them on at the end of this 

weekend’s 2:30 pm football game. 

● The sophomore retreats are now finished and the Kairos retreats are ongoing. 

● He attended Peter and the Starcatcher last weekend and was very impressed with the great 

acting and the amazing set.  The last shows are Friday and Saturday night and he highly 

recommends attending. 

● The annual Carmody Open golf tournament and the class reunions were all successful.  The St. 

Al’s dinner was held on October 16, and four honorees were given the St. Al’s medal, the 

highest award that Gonzaga bestows on individuals who have enriched the school.  The 

Athletic Hall of Fame ceremony was held the following weekend and 6 individuals were 

inducted into the Hall of Fame, as well as the 1992 lacrosse team. 

● The Freshman Dance was held on October 28 and was well attended and enjoyable. 

● Catholic Charities held a Financial Literacy Day in the Lower Commons on October 29, during 

which they assisted low income families with learning how to file income taxes. 

● Upcoming events  

○ November 17 - Band Concert featuring the orchestra, symphonic wind, and concert 

band 

○ November 20 - Open House - it is always helpful to have parent volunteers share their 

experience with the school with prospective parents 

○ November 23 - annual Alumni Smoker 

○ December 3 - annual Christmas Gala 

○ December 7 - Choral Arts Christmas Concert 

○ December 9-11 - annual DC Classic Basketball Tournament  

● Fall sports update: 

○ Water Polo won the Easterns for the second time in their history 

○ Cross Country won second place in the WCAC and won the DC State Championships. 

Harry Monroe was named DC runner of the year and John Ausema was named Coach 

of the Year. 

○ Soccer won the WCAC championship 1-0 over DeMatha, getting the golden goal in 

double overtime.  They lost to Washington International School in the quarterfinals of 

the state championship in a match that was decided by penalty kicks. 



○ Football beat St. Johns 45-35 and will play them again in the semi-finals of the WCAC 

championship this Saturday. 

 

Laura introduced Peter Baggetta who is the Director of the Center for Academic Excellence.  He has 

taught at Gonzaga for nine years, and teaches AP Psychology and European History.  He also coaches 

rugby.  He spoke about the role of the Center for Academic Excellence and how it can help students: 

● The program is in its third year and its goal is to teach strategic learning; it is not a 

tutoring service.  It uses Ignatian pedagogy to have a conversation with students 

about what is happening in their learning, pushing them to self-reflect and develop an 

action plan.  It is a conversation with someone other than the student’s parents or 

teachers. 

● He works the most with freshman who may need extra support as they transition to 

the high school workload or are taking a foreign language for the first time.  He makes 

freshmen aware of his office during freshman orientation or they are referred by a 

teacher or counselor. 

● He will work with some students once (usually those who want strategies for 

approaching their AP classes) and others almost weekly.  

● One of the main conversations with students is finding out how they prioritize their 

homework and make suggestions on how they might better prioritize it (e.g. not 

saving the hardest for last).  

● There is a Math Lab every Monday and Thursday after school where seniors volunteer 

to help students with math problems.  They can provide helpful strategies as they 

have often had the same class or the same teacher.  Mr. Baggetta will also link some 

students up with a NHS tutor. 

● He serves as a resource but it is up to the student to take responsibility to make any 

changes.  He will not chase a student down to come see him; it is not helpful for him 

to become another adult telling the student what to do. 

● Working on getting a learning specialist for next year as 10-15% of students have 

needs that a learning specialist might be able to fulfill. 

● Some students may not need to work harder but need to give their brain the 

opportunity to absorb better by getting 8-9 hours of sleep per day, maintain good 

hydration, and eat healthy foods.  He encourages physical activity after a long day in 

the classroom.  Heavily involved students (sports etc.) learn to prioritize their studies, 

and one subject may have to slide a little in order to keep up with a harder one. 

● It is important to work for 30-45 minutes then take a break for 10-15 minutes. 

Students should only get their cell phones during the break.  Also a good idea to put 

down the cell phone (emits blue light) about an hour before bedtime so it is easier to 

fall asleep. 

● He stressed that students may not remember all the content that they learned at 

Gonzaga but it is important to take away the skills that will help them be successful in 

college and beyond.  A little adversity while in high school may serve them well in the 

long term. 

 



 
Laura reminded members that there are many ways to reach out to others during the holidays.  The 
McKenna Center is accepting donations for sheets and toiletries and there are still opportunities to 
make and serve meals there during the winter months.  The Adopt A Family program is another way 
to help this Christmas.  We collect small gift items for the Washington School for Girls to serve as 
rewards.  Lastly, we will be collecting diapers for the DC Diaper Bank in February.  Laura also reminded 
everyone to sign up for the grocery receipts program with Giant, Harris Teeter, and Target. 
Laura announced that we are seeking two individuals to replace our webmaster and communications 
officer, so please consider the jobs if you are good with computers or are willing to learn. 
 
Reports of the Executive Committee and Standing Committees 
 
*Vice President Jean Schlesinger seconded Laura’s request for nominations for the webmaster and 
communications roles. 
 
*Vice President Maya Shackley Maya was not present due to business travel but Laura encouraged 
members to read some of the reports by the faculty grant recipients on the GMC website and we will 
invite a couple of faculty to speak at a future meeting about their projects. 
 
*Secretary Nori Buising requested approval of minutes of the October meeting. 
Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the October 12, 2016 General Meeting of the 
GMC were approved as submitted. 
Nori reported a great response to the Adopt A Family program so far with 48 mothers signed up.  She 
said we need about 12 more volunteers and encouraged GMC members to sign up on the GMC 
website by November 11. She provided a flyer with information on when you will receive your family 
assignment and when gifts are due to the Campus Ministry office. 
 
*Treasurer Mary Penny provided copies of the current budget report.  Each committee has a line 
item and she asked chairs to review their budget and contact her with any questions.  If any chair 
wants to review their expense report she can go over that with her. 
 
*Webmaster Denise Siciliano had no updates to report. 
 
*Communications Officer Irene Zaso encouraged all to join the GMC so that they will receive all the 
announcements and email blasts.  She also noted that the Twitter and Facebook accounts are listed at 
the bottom of every announcement.  They have 407 “likes” so far and she would like to get to 500 by 
the end of the year so please spread the word. 
 
*Ex-Officio Suzanne Dowd reported a good week for the raffle and we are up to 350 sold.  She 
encouraged members to help advertise the raffle and she will provide anyone with a template of an 
email to send to friends and relatives if they contact her.  The tickets will be sold at the Smoker and up 
until the Gala; the winner will be selected at the Gala.  All proceeds go to Gonzaga. 
 
Christmas Gala. Kimberly Notarianni, Kathy Kirvan, and Andrea Mellado gave an update on the 2016 
Gala planning.  Get your tickets soon because they are over the halfway mark in sales.  The catalogs 
will be ready for your sons to pick up the Monday after Thanksgiving or you can pick them up at 
check-in the night of the Gala.   Kimberly highlighted some of the exciting live auction items like a trip 
to NYC to see Hamilton and a South American wine tasting with Fr. Planning and Mr. Every.  Gala 



merchandise is still on sale and the flannel boxers just came in.  Kimberly is hosting a basket wrapping 
party at her home on November 20 from 10 am - 2 pm so please RSVP to the Gala email if you can 
make it. There is also a need for volunteers to work at the Gala; in addition to helping, the Gala 
volunteers are fed dinner and are allowed to bid on items.  Kathy noted that when you buy your Gala 
tickets, you can also sponsor a faculty member to attend.  
 
Family Support.  Eileen Wisor encourage members to use the website to let her know of any member 
of the Gonzaga community who is in need of prayers or support. 
 
Mass of Thanksgiving.  Colleen Mudlaff is sick so in her place Valerie Jopeck encouraged all to 
celebrate and give thanks at the Mass of Thanksgiving on Sunday, November 13 at 10:00 am in St. 
Aloysius Church.  The collection will benefit the McKenna Center and they will also be collecting any 
new or gently used mens’ coats.  A reception will follow in the Lower Commons. 
 
McKenna Center/Service.  Valerie thanked everyone who donated baked goods for the bake sale. 
They raised well over $500 for the McKenna Center.  She encouraged signing up to make/serve meals 
for the hypothermia program and if you get sick on the day you are supposed to provide a meal, 
please consider ordering pizzas or a bucket of chicken to send in with the other family.  She discussed 
the Men For Others Diaper Drive, February 2 - 9, which was started by Corinne Cannon a few years 
ago in order to provide diapers for families that need them (WIC does not cover diapers).  There is a 
service event at the end of February tied to the diaper drive whereby mothers and sons gather at the 
DC Diaper Bank to bundle diapers (last year 15,000 diapers were bundled in 1.5 hours).  The goal for 
the diaper drive is 10,000 diapers, preferably sizes 3-6.  She related that it is more impactful if our 
sons bring in the diapers on their own, especially if they are taking public transportation.  Lastly, she 
asked us to send in new Christmas cards and baked goods for Christmas Cards and Treats on 
December 7.  Students who write cards for the nursing home residents next door will be given a donut 
or cookie. 
  
Ignatian Reflection and Prayer Group.  Anne Griffith reported that the third session led by Martina 
O’Shea will be on November 18 from 8:00 to 9:00 am in the Jesuit Dining Room and the December 
session will be on December 9.  Anne encouraged members to come to any or all meetings and to the 
annual retreat which is February 3-5, 2017.  There is a link to register for the retreat on the GMC 
website and there is a $25 down payment.  
 
Upcoming Events (not already mentioned): 

● Freshman Retreat Training - December 4 
● Open House - November 20 - will need 35 volunteers for two sessions 
● GBN Career Fair - January 5 from 6-9 pm 
● Faculty Treats - January 6 
● Gala Volunteer Appreciation Party - TBD in January 

 
Laura expressed thanks to GMC members who co-chaired some of the fall events.  

● Susan Kiley and Shannon Seay provided wonderful hospitality for the parents attending 
Junior Family Night for College Counseling on October 27.  

● Andrea Courduvelis and Lisa Roeder joined forces with Susan and Shannon and hosted a 
lovely reception for parents attending the Junior/Senior Financial Aid Night on November 3. 

● Thanks to Anne Griffith for all her work with the Ignatian Reflection and Prayer Group. 



● Jean Schlesinger and the Executive Board provided a great chili dinner for the Joint GMC/GFC 
Meeting. 

● Thanks to Stacey Brown, Heidi Daniel, and Jill Gatti for hosting all the parents who attended 
Parent Teacher Conferences. 

 
Alibis: 

● A GMC member asked if Amazon Smile was up and running.  Suzanne Dowd will follow up 
with the Development Office as they were planning to take this responsibility from the GMC 
so that alumni could participate. 

● Tami Henneman, representing Eagle’s Wings, reported that she was selling White House 
Christmas ornaments that will benefit Gonzaga.  It is their only fundraiser for the year.  She 
also related that they will be decorating a Christmas tree in the Upper Commons on 
November 29. 

 
Laura closed the meeting by thanking the Hospitality Chairs, Nancy Travis, Honora Precourt, and 
Kimberly Martin for providing the meal for the evening.  They raffled off door prizes and the winners 
were Maria Cindea, Denise Aitchison, and Maripe Floriza. 
 
The next GMC meeting is Wednesday, January 11, 2017 at 6:30 pm, and the speaker is Corinne 
Cannon who will get us ready for the diaper drive. 
 
There being no other business, meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Nori Buising  
GMC Secretary 
 
Approved by the GMC membership on January 11, 2017 at the GMC meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


