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GMC October Newsletter 
Dear Fellow Gonzaga Moms, 
It has been an exciting and blessed few weeks at Gonzaga, especially with Pope Francis' recent visit to 
DC.  The festivities of Homecoming are behind us, and with the end of the first quarter, that means that Parent 
Teacher Conferences are soon to follow (October 22 in fact).  
  
We had tremendous attendance at our first Gonzaga Mothers Club meeting of the year!  We enjoyed delicious 
food and drink, shared lots of information, friendship, and fellowship with other moms, and handed out some 
fabulous raffle prizes thanks to our GMC Hospitality Chairs, Kristin Cunningham, Amy Ramirez, and 
Bernadette Walker.  Thank you to everyone who attended the meeting and helped us greet our Gonzaga 
moms!  
  
On September 11, the GMC Ignatian Reflection and Prayer Group had a well-attended kick-off meeting where 
Fr. Joe Sobierajski provided an overview of Ignatian Spirituality and Spiritual Exercises as a foundation for their 
study.  At the October 9 meeting, the group began discussion of Pope Francis' encyclical on "The Joy of the 
Gospel".  Even though the Pope has returned to Rome, it is not too late to visit the Walk with Francis 
website for ideas on how you can live out your pledge through prayer, service, and actions.  Thank you to Mary 
Plantamura and the group for sharing this information. 
 
 
The annual Gonzaga-Visitation Mass and Picnic on September 13 was a gorgeous day of reflection, fun, food, 
and games.  Thanks to Mary Beth Jackson for helping us promote that event.  The Get Acquainted Parties for 
new students and families have served as a wonderful welcome to our new Gonzaga families.  Thank you to all 
of the gracious host families and to our team of Chairs who facilitate organization of these parties -- Kristina 
Gill, Rachel MacDonald, Martha Marrapese, and Denice Warfield.  Thank you also to Tami Henneman who 
organized the Mentor Moms program connecting new Gonzaga moms with experienced moms to help them 
navigate their first year at Gonzaga.  In addition to matching Mentor Moms with new moms,  Tami has compiled 
a list of frequently asked questions and prepared answers for a quick reference guide (check it out at Ask the 



GMC).  If you have any suggestions on how to improve this program for future years, either as a Mentor or new 
mom, please contact Tami at thenneman@gonzagamothers.org. 
  
The busy month of October began with the GMC's first Faculty Treats of the year on October 2.  Hazel Lychak 
and Sharon Persinski set the tone with a festive Halloween theme with purple pumpkins and a delicious 
hot breakfast for the faculty and staff.  Thank you to Hazel, Sharon, and their team of volunteers who sent food 
and assisted that morning.  If you can help with the next one on November 6, please sign up here: November 
Faculty Treats Signup. 
  
The October 6, Conversations that Count for Freshman Families was very informative and 
insightful.  Thanks to our Freshman Class Liaisons, Kristina Gill and Linda 
Winters, for assisting the Counseling Department in hosting this event and providing refreshments. Senior 
Parent Admissions Night, on October 8,  featured a wonderful panel of College Admissions officers with a very 
helpful Q&A session lead by Eli Clarke and Kellie Stewart from our College Counseling 
Department.  Thank you to our Senior Liaisons, Yvonne Shincovich and Kristin Yohannan, for providing the 
wonderful hospitality for the night. 
  
Mark you calendars for these upcoming events:  

•   Junior Family Night for College Counseling will be held on October 15 at 7 pm in Sheehy Theater. 
•   Eagles' Wings Welcome to Class of 2015 Parents - October 16 at 6:30 pm at Dubliner - for more 

details: Eagles' Wings Welcome 2015 Parents 
•   First Quarter Parent Teacher Conferences are October 22 from 5 - 7:30 pm. 
•   Junior/Senior Parent College Financial Aid Night is scheduled for November 5 at 7pm in the 

Cafeteria. 

The GMC Board will provide hospitality for many of these events, so if you would like to assist, please contact 
the Committee Chairs.  Also, when you stop by the table for refreshments, please meet and thank our fabulous 
volunteers! 
  
On October 28, we will host the McKenna Bake Sale to benefit the homeless men served by the McKenna 
Center. This Bake Sale relies on the support of the entire Gonzaga community, so all families are needed to 
donate baked goods and/or staff the sale.  On November 2, the Georgetown Visitation Parents' 
Association in partnership with the GMC will present "Parenting in the Digital Age: Helping Your Teens 
Navigate Their Digital Lives" featuring Yalda T Uhls, PhD, Child Psychologist, Expert on Media, Research & 
Kids and Author of “Media Moms & Digital Dads”.  Event will be at Visitation with Social at 6:30 pm and 
Presentation at 7 pm.  Please see information below for more information and to RSVP. 



  
Don't miss our next GMC meeting in Lower Commons this Wednesday, October 14(6:30 pm social with light 
dinner and 7 pm meeting) where Fr. Planning will begin with a prayer and an Eye Street update.  We will then 
have Mr. Cortez McDaniel and Dr. Kimberly Cox of the McKenna Center speak about the McKenna Center 
and specific needs for this year.  We also will have Mr. Ariel Laguilles and Ms. Carol Corgan, update us with 
reports on their Faculty Summer Stipends.  You will not want to miss this special opportunity to learn more about 
Gonzaga Service and Faculty. 
  
Additionally, our Miracle on Eye Street Gala Chairs, T. Barron and Ana Rivas-Beck will tell us about all of the 
fun and exciting opportunities to help with the Gala.  You'll also be able to do some shopping from our 
fabulous Gala Merchandise selections and the Bookstore!  Our next Gala meeting will be 
Tuesday, November 3 at 6:30 pm.  Thank you to everyone who has donated or volunteered already for this 
fabulous fundraiser.  With our donation deadlines quickly approaching, we still need your help to make this a 
success, so please look here for how you can help: Gala E-Blast 
  
The following Wednesday, October 21, please join us at 6:30 m for the first of 
two special Joint meetings of the GMC and the GFC (Gonzaga Fathers Club) this year.  Our featured 
speakers will be Mr. Eli Clarke, Director of the College Counseling Department, and Mr. Christopher Kelly 
from the Gonzaga Business Network. Please join us for a kick-off to Fall with a dinner of Chili, Cornbread, 
Salad, and Desserts.  All parents will want to learn more about what can be done to prepare for high school and 
beyond with information and advice about college planning and internship and work experience. 
  
Thank you all for joining and supporting the GMC.  If you know of any friends or neighbors who have not yet 
joined, please invite them to come to a meeting this month.  Check here for a list of Current GMC 
Members.  Thank you to Mia DeWitt, Membership Chair, for leading our membership drive.  If you have any 
questions or suggestions to help with Membership, please contact Mia at membership@gonzagamothers.org. 
  
Looking into November: 

•   Please note that our GMC November meeting has been rescheduled to November 4 (rather than Nov. 
11, Veterans Day) 

•   Join us for the Mass of Thanksgiving on Sunday, November 15 - see invitation below and sign up to 
help, if you can 

•   Through mid-November, please sign up to assist with Gonzaga's annual Adopt-a-Family program, which 
provides Christmas gifts to families in need in our community.  Coordinated by the Office of Campus 
Ministry, the GMC has been an important partner each year.  More information is below. 



 

Thank you to Irene Zaso, Communications Chair, for her organization and talents in putting together this and 
all of our GMC Communications! This month's E-newsletter is packed with information about upcoming events 
and many different opportunities to help our sons and our beloved Gonzaga community.  Please contact the 
various chairs if you can help.  I'm looking forward to seeing you Wednesday at the GMC meeting, the Joint 
GMC/GFC Meeting on October 21, and at the Mass of Thanksgiving on November 15. 
  
We can’t wait to see you on Eye Street! 
  
Suzanne Dowd 
GMC President 2015-2016 

 

 
 

 

GMC Meetings 
October 14 - General Membership GMC Meeting - 6:30 pm in Lower Commons 

 
October 21 - Joint GMC & GFC Meeting - 6:30 in Lower Commons  

Chris Kelly, Gonzaga Business Network & Mr. Eli Clarke, Director of College 
Counseling will present information on the college process and timeline for all 
Gonzaga students, give an update on his summer grant work and host a Q & A 

session for parents. Chili dinner to begin at 6:30 - meeting to begin at 7:00.  
 We hope to see you there! 

 

 

  



 

Jr Family Night for College 
Counseling 

Thursday, October 15th 7pm 
It will be held in the Sheehy Theater 
and this program is for juniors and 

their parents.The college counselors 
will provide an overview of the college 

process. More information will be 
coming to junior parents from 

the counseling office. Contact Junior 
Class Liaisons: Andrea Courduvelis or 

Harriet Winslow 
at juniorliaison@gonzagamothers.o

rg 

 

 

 

This is the FINAL WEEK to show your 
support for Gonzaga by purchasing a 
business or family ad or becoming a 

sponsor for the Gonzaga Gala. 
Can't make it to the event? Go 

to gonzagagala.org and click on 
ADVERTISE. 

•   For $250 (1/2 page family ad) we 
will put your message and your 
family photo in the Gala catalog. 

•   For $600 ( business full page) 
promote your brand in a 
gorgeous print catalog that will 

 

Eagles' Wings welcomes parents from 
the Class of 2015 on Friday, October 
16th! Your 2015 class representatives 

are Lynn Cruser and Denise 
Jackson.  Check out the Eagles' 

Wings website for this year's events 
and look for updates in the Eye Street 

Headlines. 
 

 

 

Parent-Teacher Conferences are 
coming up on Thursday, October 
22nd, 5-7:30pm. Please sign up 

to bring a food item or to help set-
up/clean-up. Thank You!  

 
Contact Alison Quatrini and Beata 

Gierdalski ptconferences@gonzaga
mothers.org for more info. 

 

 

 

BAKE SALE to Benefit 
McKenna Center 

  
On WEDNESDAY, October 28th, the 

Gonzaga Mothers Club will host a 
bake sale to benefit the homeless men 

served by the McKenna Center. 
Parents are needed to donate baked 



reach over 1,000 families this 
year and on-line for years after 
the Gala! 

For other excellent options 
Email advertise@gonzagagala.org or 
call Erin Donovan at 240-432-8939 or 
Jean Schlesinger at 202-257-5197.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Deadline for Parish Ads 
is Oct. 15th  

•   Donate TODAY to have your 
current Gonzaga Student or 

alumni placed in an ad.  
•   Cash or other donations  

Visit www.gonzagagala.org to 
volunteer, donate or sponsor the biggest 

fundraiser of the year, Miracle on Eye 
Street. 

Thank you again for all your efforts! 
  

Contact T. Barron & Ana Rivas-
Beck gala2015@gonzagamothers.org 

for more info. 
 

 

goods and/or staff the sale.  Please 
sign up HERE. Unlike most bake 
sales which are supported by a 

specific club or team, this one relies 
on the entire Gonzaga community for 

support. 
 

 

 

Please  sign  up  here  to  provide  
food,  beverages,  set  up,  or  clean  

up.      Thank  you.   
  

For information, please contact Kasey 
Crowley, Lisa Gossart and MaryBeth 

Powers  
at thanksgiving@gonzagamothers.org 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The GMC offers many opportunities to 
support the tremendous efforts of the 

Father McKenna Center. 
  



 

 

 

 

 

FacultyTreats 
Thank  you  to  all  the  wonderful  moms  who  
donated  food  and/or  came  to  help  us  

serve  at  the  Faculty  Treats  breakfast  this  
month.    It  is  really  a  fun  time  and  such  a  
nice  way  to  give  back  to  our  wonderful  

faculty  and  staff  who  work  tirelessly  for  our  
boys.  Each  month  at  the  breakfast,  we  

have  a  trivia  contest  for  the  
faculty/staff.    This  month,  we  wanted  to  
hear  what  they  thought  about  the  Pope's  

visit,  read  their  responses.  
    

Sign up for November 6th!   
    

If  you'd  like  to  join  the  fun,  please  send  us  
an  email  

EVENING MEALS: One of our largest 
commitments is providing dinner for 20 
men in the McKenna Center's 
hypothermia unit and volunteers to help 
serve the meals every evening from 
November - April.  As a meal volunteer, 
you and another family are asked to 
provide a meal for 10 men twice during 
the school year. Your son can help you 
prepare the meal and deliver it to 
McKenna for you. Two volunteers or a 
family (at least one needs to be an 
adult) are needed from 6:30 - 8:30 pm to 
help set-up, serve and clean-up the 
meal and eat with the men in the 
shelter. Sign Up to help prepare and 
serve dinners for the clients in 
McKenna's Hypothermia Center.   
  
We collect items to help the shelter at 
every GMC meeting. You can also 
donate items any time during the year 
by placing them in the green bin at the 
end of Dooley Hall.  
There is a standing need for the 
following items: (Travel sizes of toiletries 
preferred) • Soap • Shampoo • 
Toothbrush/Toothpaste • Deodorant • 
Razors/Shaving Cream • New Socks 
and New Underwear (Size 32 and up) • 
Men's Clothing for Current Season 
(gently used is fine) • Magazines and 
Books • Cereal • Pancake Mix • Syrup  

Contact Anne 
Ourand mckenna@gonzagamothers.o

rg for more info. 
 

 



(facultytreats@gonzagamothers.org)  an
d  we'll  put  you  on  the  list  to  receive  the  

monthly  sign-up.      
 

 

 
 

 

 

Store Receipt Programs 
Once again, we are participating in the 

following programs this year: 

•   Giant (School Code 00009), 
•   Harris Teeter (School Code 

5193), 
•   Target (School Code 4709 

with a REDcard, Target Visa 
or Target Guest Card)  

If you participated last year in the 
Giant or Target program you do not 

need to re-register. Even if you 
participated last year in the Harris 

Teeter program you must re-register. 
To register, simply go to the service 
desk in your store or register on-line. 

In the past, these programs have 
proven to be a profitable undertaking 
for Gonzaga. To find links to these 

programs, please visit the Gonzaga 
Mothers Club website and click on 
store receipt programs on the left.  

 

 

 

Bookstore Item of the Month! 
  

A new tradition is starting in the 
Bookstore!  Senior year "class of 

____" Vineyard Vines ties! Here is the 
first of many to come..... 

  
The Class of '16! 

  
A limited number of ties are available, 

so hurry in to treat your soon-to-be 
Graduate with this commemorative, 

Gonzaga keepsake. A beautiful 
Christmas or Graduation gift! Find on 
the website under Apparel/Apparel 

Accessories  

 

 

 

Gonzaga’s  Annual  Adopt-a-Family  program 
Please  consider  participating  in  Gonzaga’s  
annual  Adopt-a-Family  program  to  provide  



 

Freshman Retreat 
Gonzaga mothers play an important role 
in the success of this retreat, scheduled 

for the weekend of January 15-17, 
2016. 

This is a spiritual weekend for our 
freshman and a leadership opportunity 

for our upperclassmen.  The retreat 
leaders and the grounds crew have a 
couple of training sessions prior to the 
retreat.  On these Sundays, WE NEED 

YOUR HELP at lunch time with food 
donations, set-up, serving, and clean 
up.  You can make or buy the food. 

The first training session is Sunday, 
November 8th.  We will be serving 

nearly 100 people depending on the day 
so we plan on catering the main dish. 

During the retreat weekend in January, 
we are looking for food servers for the 
boys' meals and the freshman parents' 
supper on Friday night.  This is Martin 

Luther King weekend, and there are no 
classes on Friday. Freshman parents: 

please note that Friday evening you will 
be invited to take part in the retreat so it 

is best not to volunteer for this time 
slot. There will be a sign up genius 

which will go live at the end of October. 

Christmas  gifts  for  families  in  need  in  our  
community.    Coordinated  by  Gonzaga’s  
office  of  Campus  Ministry,  the  GMC  has  
been  an  important  partner  in  this  program  
each  year.    Sign  up  and  Gonzaga  families  
will  receive  family  info/wish  lists  in  early  
November,  with  gifts  due  to  the  Campus  
Ministry  office  in  early  December.    You  
may  also  participate  by  contributing  gift  
cards,  for  distribution  as  needed.    Contact  

Kristen  
Allen  secretary@gonzagamothers.org fo

r more info.   
 

 

 

The 5th Annual Career Fair will be 
held onWednesday, January 6, 2016, 

from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the 
Carmody Center. 

  
Over 500 recent grads from Gonzaga 
and our sister schools - Holy Cross, 

Holy Child, Stone Ridge, and 
Visitation - are expected to attend. 

  
These college and post college alumni 

represent all majors and disciplines, 
and  will be seeking both full-time and 

salaried internship opportunities. 
  

The Gonzaga Business Network 
Career Fair Committee needs your 

help to make this 
year’s event successful. 

  
How can you help? 
- Join the Gonzaga Business Network 
- Be a Career Fair Exhibitor (over 80 
business exhibitors last year; goal of 
100 for 2016) 
- Be a Mock Interviewer / Resume 
Reviewer 
- Volunteer at the event 



 

October. Contact Marissa Valentine and 
Annemarie 

Edwards freshmanretreat@gonzagam
others.org for more info. 

 

 

 

  
Contact Chris 

KellyChristopher.Kelly@fda.hhs.gov
 for more info.  
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