
Gonzaga Mothers Club 
Gonzaga Fathers Club 

Joint Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, October 19, 2016 

Lower Commons, Gonzaga College High School 

 

Following a reception and dinner in the Lower Commons, the GMC and GFC began the meeting at 7:00 
pm.   

 
Father Planning opened with a prayer and then provided some facts and figures and an overview of 
recent activity at Gonzaga.   

• This school year there are 957 students with 246 freshman (114 of whom are legacies - sons of 
alumni or brothers of current students).  There were over 700 applications for the freshman 
class.  This is the second time there are more students from Virginia with the breakdown being 
44% from Virginia, 43% from Maryland, and 13% from Washington, DC.  There are 22% self-
identified minority students in the freshman class and school-wide. 

• To promote economic diversity in the student body, Gonzaga distributes $3.5 million in financial 
assistance with the average award being $8,000.  About 35% of students receive some form of 
financial assistance so the annual fund is very important in allowing Gonzaga to keep students 
studying there who might not otherwise have the means. 

• Prospective students can now book spots in the Eagle For A Day program online.  Interest in 
Gonzaga has remained high as two hundred visits were scheduled in the first 24 hours.  There 
are 540 students scheduled to visit for the first semester with a few spots remaining after the 
new year. 

• A record number of students (468) took a record number of AP exams (1,111) last May in 24 
different subjects.  The pass rate (with a pass considered a score of 3, 4, or 5) was 84%.     

• The recently graduated Class of 2016 went on to attend 101 different colleges and received over 
$22 million in scholarships.  Here is the breakdown of the types of schools they are attending: 

• 139 attend public universities 

• 38 attend private universities 

• 26 attend Jesuit universities 

• 15 attend other Catholic universities 
• 3 attend historically black universities 

• 8 attend Ivy League universities 
• 4 attend service academies 

• The GDA will be performing Peter and the Starcatcher, a prequel to Peter Pan, on November 4, 
5, 6, 11, 12 and all are encouraged to attend. 

• The National Honor Society conducts peer tutoring in all subjects during long lunch periods and 
has a Math Lab on Mondays and Thursdays from 3-4 pm to tutor in math and math test prep. 

• Chamber Choir performed at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on October 11 to kick 
of the Combined Federal Campaign.  They also performed at the Postal Museum for the new 
Madonna and Child stamp, singing the Star Spangled Banner and Mary Did You Know.  

• The Ignatian Family Teach-In is November 12 - 14 where students from different Jesuit schools 
come together to deepen their commitment to justice. 

• The first Kairos retreat of the school year is underway and Campus Ministry is preparing for the 
Freshman Retreat in January. 

• Report cards were posted today and Parent-Teacher Conferences are tomorrow. 



• The Diversity Committee has been conducting conversations called “Let’s Talk About Race” 
during long lunch periods to discuss recent events of racial tension around the country and they 
have been well attended by students. 

• Freshman have completed the BYOD course with John Kilroy, the educational technologist, 
covering proper technology use and digital citizenship. 

• Conversations That Count was held on September 27 with over 240 first year students and 
parents in attendance to discuss the prevention of drug and alcohol use and the science of its 
effects on the teenage brain. 

• Underclassmen took the PSAT or PSAT9 test today and seniors had the day off to write their 
college essays. 

• Gonzaga receives its religious sponsorship from the Maryland Province of the Society of 
Jesus.  Every five years they conduct a review to ensure the school is meeting its mission and 
identity as a Catholic and Jesuit school.  A team will be visiting in the spring and, in the 
meantime, Gonzaga will be conducting a self-study to ensure they are meeting all the standards 
and benchmarks.  As part of the self-study, a questionnaire will be emailed to all senior parents 
to obtain feedback on how well Gonzaga is meeting its mission as a Catholic and Jesuit 
school.  The school will also put together a focus group of parents to discuss the Catholic 
experience both during the self-study and while the visiting team is at the school. 

 
Laura Brockwell, President, conducted a short meeting of GMC business.   

• Laura introduced the proposed amendment to the GMC constitution to add the 
Communications Chair position to the Executive Board as the Communications Officer.  The 
amendment has already been approved by the Executive Board and Board of Directors and has 
been posted on the GMC website for review by the general membership.  She took a standing 
vote and a majority of the general membership in attendance at this meeting approved the 
amendment so the amendment is now approved. 

• Suzanne Dowd is selling raffle tickets at tonight’s meeting and proceeds benefit the school 
directly.   

• There is still a need for donations of beer for the Gala. 
• The bake sale to benefit the McKenna Center is October 26 and some baked goods are still 

needed. 
• The Mass of Thanksgiving is November 13 and the collection will benefit the McKenna 

Center.  Please bring new or gently used coats for men to donate. 

 
This concluded the GMC business portion of the evening.    

 
Laura Brockwell, GMC President, introduced Kimberly Cox, President of the McKenna Center, and Cortez 
McDaniel, Director of the Men’s Program and Services.  They spoke about the mission of the McKenna 
Center, the different ways Gonzaga students assist and interact with the program, and the ways we can 
help the men in the hypothermia program. 

 
Terrence Caulfield, GFC President, thanked the speakers and lauded the uniqueness of this school having 
a homeless shelter attached to it.  He went over some GFC business: 

• Terrence announced a new initiative with the Georgetown Visitation Fathers Club to hold a joint 
service project at the McKenna Center that will involve fathers and sons and fathers and 
daughters from both schools.  The chairs for this initiative are Pat Rafferty from the GFC and Ed 
Dolson from the Visitation Fathers Club and they will provide information in the future. 



• The Father-Son Freshman Service Project will be held at the Capital Area Food Bank after exams 
in December. 

• The annual DC Classic Basketball Tournament will be held December 9 - 11 and planning for it is 
ongoing and robust.  Terrence encouraged the fathers to get involved in the many volunteer 
opportunities:  hospitality, sponsorship, logistics, program content, ticket sales, parking, and 
play-by-play announcing. 

• The next GFC meeting is November 16 with the theme International Beer Night.  Guest speaker 
is Paul Warren, class of ‘68, former GFC president, and author of The Adventures of Floyd 
Gibbons, Eye Street’s Eyewitness to History. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Nori Buising 
GMC Secretary 

 

 

 


