
 
Proposition 2 : Licensing for Un-ordained Pastors 

July 2008 
 
The Ordained Ministerial Body (OMB) proposes that a ministry licensing program 
be adopted and available for all Conference approved and appointed un-ordained 
pastors.  The Conference currently recognizes assistant pastors, student pastors, 
and lay pastors as being eligible for Conference approval.  We propose the workers 
be licensed by the Conference to perform ministerial duties necessary to the body 
life of the church, specifically to include performing baptisms and officiating 
communion. 
 
The license is only valid in the church where the pastor is working.  The license 
must be reviewed and renewed on an annual basis by the pastor’s church with 
approval by the full Ministerial Appointment Committee (MAC).  
 
The Conference structure may consider licensing of others in a case by case basis, 
including Church Planters, and Local Church Hires.  These individuals must apply 
and be approved by the full OMB. 
 
For any ministry of baptism and communion, licensed pastors will be under the 
training and supervision of a Conference appointed pastor. 
 
Discussion: 
Currently Conference assigned un-ordained Pastors and Church Planters are limited in 
the extent to which they can serve the congregations to which they are assigned.  They 
cannot perform baptism or officiate communion.  This leaves these qualified, approved 
and appointed ministers unable to serve the congregation and often perceived as less than 
real ministers by many in the congregation. 
 
Many denominations license un-ordained ministers to: preach the Word, perform 
weddings and funerals, baptize and officiate at communion.  Three of those 
denominations are: American Baptist, Conservative Baptist and Evangelical Free 
Church. 
 
In these denominations, the license granted is tailored to the congregation’s need.  In the 
case of an un-ordained associate or assistant pastor, these denominations leave the 
licensing and what duties the licensing will allow up to the local church.  In the case of 
church planters the licensing is done by the denomination.  In all cases of licensing, the 
licensee must have an appointed ordained minister to supervise the licensed minister.  
Also in the denominations cited, ministers of music, lay pastors, and youth pastors can be 
licensed by the local church to whatever extent the ruling board determines. 
 
 
The licensing of ministers will not detract from the tradition of ordination.  The license 
issued is only valid in the local church where the worker is serving.  The license cannot 
be exercised in other churches in or outside the denomination.  It cannot be exercised at 
the denomination level (i.e.: at General Conference, Conference camps).  The license is 
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not permanent.  It must be reviewed every year.  The license is rendered null and void 
upon leaving the denomination. 
 
Rationale:  
As of this writing, our Conference assigned un-ordained assistant, student, and lay 
pastors along with church planters cannot function fully to their congregations.  They 
cannot perform baptisms nor can they officiate communion.  This sorely hinders body 
life in the local church, because these crucial church life activities are dependent on the 
availability of an ordained minister.  If the ordained pastor is ill for an extended period of 
time or if the church is without an ordained pastor, an ordained minister from another 
church must be brought in at the convenience of that minister and his congregation.  This 
also gives the perception to the congregation that these individuals are not real pastors or 
ministers, because they are limited in the capacity to minister based on tradition. 
 
The denominations mentioned before use licensing as a step toward ordination and 
ministry maturity.  As responsibility is given to individuals called to and gifted in 
ministry, they can be supervised, observed, groomed and grown in the fullness of 
pastoral ministry before the step of ordination occurs. 
 
 
Procedure For Constitutional Amendments. 
 
Article IX states that Constitutional amendments must: 

1. A “draft” is sent to the local church for deliberation. 
2. The decision of the churches must be tallied and the decision made accordingly. 
3. Requires ¾ majority vote at the local level. 
4. Requires ¾ majority vote of the delegates at General Conference. 

 
 
Proposed Amendment to Current Constitution. 
 
Article VII 
 
Ordinances (Sacraments)
This Conference believes in two ordinances; namely, Baptism and Holy Communion.  
This Conference regards both immersion and sprinkling as acceptable modes of baptism.  
Since Holy Communion is the Lord’s Supper, believers of the Christian faith are eligible 
to participate.  However only ordained ministers can officiate these two ordinances.
 
 
 
Change to 
Ordained ministers may officiate these two ordinances.  Conference approved licensed 
ministers may also officiate these two ordinances only in their assigned church ministry. 
Once approved, the Licensing for Christian Ministry must be acknowledged and renewed 
annually at the General Conference.  All other requirements for licensed ministers are 
specified in the Guidelines for the Licensing of Un-ordained ministers. 
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Proposed Amendment to Current By-Laws for the Local Church of the 
OMSHCNA. 
 
Article IX 
 
ORDINANCES (SACRAMENTS)
 
This church believes in two ordinances: namely, Baptism and Holy Communion. 
 
Section 1. BAPTISM.
 
Immersion and sprinking are acceptable modes of baptism, administered by a duly 
ordained minister. 
 
Section 2. HOLY COMMUNION. 
 
Since Holy Communion is the Lord’s Supper, administered by a duly ordained minister, 
believers of the Christian faith and members of any Christian church are welcome to 
participate. 
 
Change to 
 
Section 1. BAPTISM.
 
Immersion and sprinking are acceptable modes of baptism, administered by a duly 
ordained or licensed minister. 
 
Section 2. HOLY COMMUNION. 
 
Since Holy Communion is the Lord’s Supper, administered by a duly ordained or 
licensed minister, believers of the Christian faith and members of any Christian church 
are welcome to participate. 
 
 
Application Procedure and Maintenance 
 
Pre-requisites and Procedure For Application 
 

1. The candidate must be approved by the full OMB prior to being considered for 
licensing.  The Application to Ministry and interview used for Conference 
approval will suffice to determine the doctrinal and pastoral competence of the 
applicant. 

2. The candidate makes known his desire to be licensed to his assigned church. 
3. The Board of Deacons of the home church must affirm the decision for the 

candidate for licensing in that church. 
4. An Application for Licensing is completed with the signature of the applicant and 

the board chairperson in that church. 
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5. Upon acknowledgment from the Executive Council and the Ministerial 
Appointment Committee (MAC), the applicant will receive a dated Certificate of 
Licensing for Christian Ministry from the MAC. 

 
Maintenance 
 

1. Approved candidates will be acknowledged in the minutes after the first 
Executive Council meeting following the applicant’s approval. 

2. The Certificate of Licensing must indicate the Name of the Applicant, the church 
in which the certificate is valid, the date the certificate is valid, and the expiry 
date.  

3. The Certificate of Licensing for Christian Ministry must be acknowledged and 
renewed annually at the General Conference.  This acknowledgement must be 
documented in the minutes of the General Conference. 

4. The Certificate of Licensing for Christian Ministry  is deemed null and void 
under the following conditions: 

a. If the minister chooses not to renew the license or is dismissed from the 
applicants duties as a Conference approved pastor. 

b. If the applicant leaves the assigned church.  The applicant must reapply if 
the applicant is transferred to another Conference church. 

c. If the applicant is approved and is appointed as an ordained minister of 
the Conference. 
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Oriental Missionary Society 
Holiness Church of North America 

 
Application for Licensing for Christian Ministry 

 
Date of Application:_________________________ 

 
Name of 
Applicant:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Home: __________________________   Cell:_____________________________ 
 
E-mail Address:___________________________________________________________ 
 
Conference Church:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Board Chairperson or Representative:_________________________________________ 
 
Supervising Pastor: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Signature of Applicant 
 
Having accepted God’s call to leadership in the local church, I covenant with God to serve 
Christ and the Church with God’s help, to deepen my obedience to the Two Great 
Commandments, to love the Lord our God with all my heart, soul, and strength, and to 
love my neighbor as myself.  I will hold in trust the traditions and practices of the OMS 
Holiness Church of North America.   I realize that the role of a Licensed Minister is a high 
calling and I covenant to use my gifts and roles including being an officiant in the 
ordinances of baptism and communion for the sake of blessing the life of the local church.  
If my convictions change, I will resign my position. 
 
Signature: ________________________________________    Date: ________________ 
 
Approval of the Home Church 
 
On behalf of the Board of Deacons of ___________________________________Church,  
 
we affirm _____________________________________ call and desire to serve as a  
 
Licensed Christian Minister in this church. 
 
 
Signature: _________________________________________    Date: ________________ 
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Approval of the Supervising Pastor 
 
As the supervising pastor of ______________________, I affirm the applicants call and  
 
desire to serve as a licensed Christian Minister in the ____________________  Church. 
 
 
Signature: _______________________________________    Date: ________________ 
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O.M.S. Holiness Church of North America 
 

License of Christian Ministry 
 

This is to certify that 
 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

is licensed to serve in the local church and is approved to perform the functions of a 
Christian minister including serving as an officiant in the ordinances of Baptism and Holy 

Communion. 
 

 
Home Church:______________________________________________________ 
 
Date: __________________________  Expires: ___________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________         ____________________________ 
 
Church Chairperson              Chair of Ministerial Appointment 
Committee 
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