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Tatas and the Left 
 
AFTER THE SALIM GROUP OF Indonesia, whose record as an ally of the CIA- 
sponsored fascist Suharto regime is well known, now the Tatas have come to industrialize 
and develop West Bengal and bail out the beleagured leftist establishment. One thousand 
acres of agricultural land, much of which is double or triple-cropped, are going to be 
taken over. An influential newspaper lobby, known for its age-old opposition to anything 
‘left’ and for its consistent championship of ‘globalizaion’ has come in support of the 
Marxist chief minister Mr Buddhaaeb Bhattacharya. The reason is simple: the death-knell 
of leftism is being heard and Buddha Babu is presiding over the function. During the last 
days of Soviet regime nobody could have remotely imagined that Gorbachev was actually 
writing obituary of the Soviet Union. 
 
What are the Tatas going to set up in Singur, Hooghly? -A motorcar factory. A person 
will get a motorcar only by spending one lakh. This is the dream car that is offered to the 
people. From the point of view of demand, production of motorcars is consistent with a 
pattern of industrialization that was set in motion in the seventies and continued well after 
that. This pattern is to place more and more emphasis on luxury and semi-luxury goods, 
to the neglect of goods for mass consumption. Three decades ago, K N Raj, noticing this 
pattern with the natural concern of a liberal economist, wrote: “If this continues, a pattern 
of industrial development based on high rates of growth of demand for luxury and semi-
luxury products may well come to be regarded as the only way of maintaining a high rate 
of growth of output in this sector.” When Prof Raj wrote this, he could not foresee that 
the leftists would try to follow this pattern and to surpass their rightist rivals in this work. 
 
There is of course talk of employment. It is said that the Tatas will invest 1000 crores of 
rupees, and a minister is quoted as saying that the factory, along with the ancillary units, 
will generate ten thousand employments. But neither the Tatas, nor the Government, nor 
the Krishak Sabha that is persuading the farmers to part with their land is prepared to 
guarantee jobs for the dispossessed. Instead they are saying that farmers will be given the 
market value of land plus an additional thirty percent. These two questions need some 
consideration. One much paraded argument is that of employment. But a government that 
is committed to generation of employment through industrialization is supposed to lay 
greater stress on relatively labour- intensive industries. Some lessons in this respect are 
still to be learnt from early plan-makers like P C Mahalanobis. The motorcar industry, 
one knows, is highly capital intensive, and given the record of the Indian big bourgeoisie 
in respect of generation of technology, it can hardly be otherwise. It is very interesting 
that the Marxists of West Bengal have jettisoned what even Mahalanobis stood for. This 
is one kind of class struggle launched in the interests of big business. 
 
The Government and their political representatives have made it plain that the land-losers 
should not expect to find jobs in the proposed car factory, because it is gravely doubtful 
that they would have the necessary skill to work in such enterprises. There is obviously 
some substance in this argument. Some are saying that farmers may set up some business 
with the money obtained as compensation, and earn their livelihood. But business also 



requires skill, albeit of a different kind. So it is highly likely that the farmers will swell 
the ranks of the unemployed. According to a report, one lakh twenty thousand acres of 
agricultural land has been lost over the last five years owing to the process of 
urbanization and ‘industrialization’ in Bengal. Now more land is going to be grabbed. 
 
But despite all the odds revival of small-scale industries is quite possible, and various 
agro-based industries with great employment potential can be built up with some dose of 
official protection. One need not invite the Salims or Tatas in order to implement such a 
package of industrialization. Even when large enterprises are on the agenda, it is not 
essential that farmland should be grabbed. ????
 


