
COMMENT 

Oil–the Holy Cow 
 

Indians have no respite from being haunted by the wild bear called oil. Ruling parties will 
go bankrupt if they are not allowed to exorbitantly impose customs duty on oil for which 
import bill seems to be reaching astronomical height. As for the state governments they 
cannot pay salaries to their employees unless they collect extra cess from oil. On this 
score leftists and rightists do not differ as the CPM-led left front governments and the 
BJP-led saffron governments in some states have refused to cut down sales tax on oil, 
albeit some Congress-led state governments have obligied the Centre. But this tokenism 
cannot work. 
 
With every bout of increase in price of petroleum products inflationary pressure mounts, 
fuelling chain reaction in market. The ultimate sufferer is the fixed wageearner, not to 
speak of casual and irregular toilers. If anything this will be the fifth petroleum price hike 
by the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance government. The communal BJP-led 
National Democratic Alliance government did it. And now the Congress-led UPA is 
repeating the same history without bothering about the man on the street. 
 
Despite the left’s protest against price hike, the Congress took the calculated risk of 
showing its apparent tough stance. Faced with prospects of losing their leverage over the 
UPA government, communist parties and their allies resorted to ‘tokenism’ by organising 
protest rallies and courting arrest on June 13. But this harmless protest movement cannot 
stop the obnoxious practice of periodically raising the prices of petroleum products. 
 
Not that the government won’t hike the petroleum prices in the coming months. They 
may do it anytime upsetting the market balance. Oil remains the holy cow and all—state 
and central governments, are milching the cow defying all logic and norms. The anti-
Centre protest by the left makes no sense as they won’t go to the point of snapping ties 
with the Congress. They are actually playing with the gallery. 
 
For one thing no political party is serious about conservation. The way automobile 
industry is being pampered speaks volumes about their mind-set. But more cars mean 
more oil consumption which in turn will fuel price rise—it is a vicious circle. Even the 
ruling marxists of Bengal are wooing the Tatas to produce ‘everyman’ car and that too 
even by evicting hundreds of poor and marginal peasants from their double-crop fertile 
land plots. Though the CPM finds itself ideologically close to Cuba but it refuses to learn 
lessons of oil conservation strictly introduced by Castro’s government in the wake of 
Soviet withdrawal of ‘aid’. As for conservation as a means to tide over oil crisis, China 
too provides exam-plary success. But marxists in this hapless country look more 
capitalist than their traditional capitalist adversaries. Come what may, oil rather ever 
increasing oil price, is going to ruin more and more middle class families, otherwise not 
yet perturbed by oil fiasco. ????
 


