
NEPALESE PEOPLE'S WAR 
 

‘TEN  YEARS THAT SHOOK THE WORLD’ 
 

[In the wake of 10th anniversary of Nepalese People’s War, the ‘Worker’, the central organ of the Communist Party of 
Nepal (Maoist), spoke with Prachanda, Chairman, CPN(Maoist). Excerpts:] 
 
Q. The great Nepalese People’s War, having completed its ten years, has entered 
into the eleventh one. On this historic occasion, how have you been feeling as the 
main leader of this movement? 
 
A. When I am called for presenting my feeling on the intensiveness of ten years of 
People’s War, pride and sense of responsibility makes me very much emotional. 
Certainly, there are quite a number of objective and subjective elements behind the 
intensiveness of Nepalese People’s War, but in our Party opinion, the Marxist-Leninist-
Maoist outlook that determines its policy, plan and program based on ‘concrete analysis 
of concrete situation’ and ‘mass line’ is the main thing. Twentieth century witnessed 
great revolutions when revolutionaries had acted in line with concrete analysis of the 
concrete condition and mass line, the crux of Marxist science; the twentieth century also 
witnessed grave counter-revolutions, when the revolutionaries, deviating from that, got 
attached with subjectivism of right or left form. In the course of preparing for People’s 
War, our Party, while struggling even against the dogmatic left deviation which, in the 
name of struggling against right deviation had been developing gravely from within, the 
communist movement, had made concrete analysis of concrete situation and mass line the 
starting point. It is because of this that the Nepalese People’s War has acquired new 
momentum and intensiveness. My first and deepest feeling is that our ability to make the 
science of social revolution reachable to the masses by freeing it from subjective idealism 
is the reason behind the intensiveness and height of the Nepalese People’s War. 
 
Q. In each and every revolution, thousands of martyrs sacrifice their lives. In the 
course of Nepalese People’s War too, thousands of brave fighters have already 
sacrificed their lives. Thousands have been wounded, handicapped and disappeared, 
while many others are still imprisoned. How would you remember and honour them 
all? 
 
A. It is a ruthless, but unavoidable law of any social revolution that in a class society, the 
masses of oppressed class, nationality, region and sex have to pay a certain amount of 
quota from themselves to ascertain their liberation, freedom and progress. This law has 
been applied without exception in the context of every great revolution in world history. 
The human society has arrived at today’s capitalist phase from the slave era only by 
paying a necessary quota of sacrifice. History has everywhere highly valued the sacrifice 
of a part for the prolonged safety of the whole. Thousands of martyrs, who have 
sacrificed their lives in the movement that has ensued in the form of People’s War, will 
remain alive in the hearts of the living people for ages as an adherence and endless source 
of inspiration. History highly honours the martyrs, who have sacrificed for justice, 
equality and freedom. The broad masses will value them highly as their best sons and 
daughters and preserve their memories in their hearts and the Party will also continue to 



value the martyrs highly as a source of gaining energy to persistently go ahead. In the 
same way, the Nepalese people and the Party have been evaluating and will continue to 
evaluate all the revolutionaries who have been wounded, handicapped, disappeared and 
tortured in enemy custody, as an essential sacrifice for social transformation. Because of 
this sacrifice, billions of exploited, oppressed and justice-loving people of the world are 
acknowledging Nepal and the Nepalese people in the twenty-first century as the source of 
confidence and inspiration. In this view, it is sure that the sacrifice, which resides in the 
hearts of the vast majority of people in the globe, will never go futile. Putting forth this 
scientific and historical fact, I offer red salute and pay emotional homage to all the 
immortal martyrs of the great People’s War. Wishing the wounded combatants a rapid 
health recovery, I instruct, on behalf of the central headquarters, the whole Party, PLA 
and People’s State to take care of and to respect the handicapped comrades and take 
active initiative for their overall livelihood and work and I heartily appeal to the entire 
masses of people for active assistance for the same. Along with revolutionary greetings, I 
wish for quick release of all the revolutionary fighters who are going through inhuman 
torture in the enemy dungeon. 
 
Q. What are the major military and political turning points of the People’s War in 
the past ten years? 
 
A. Like every great revolutionary movement in the world, the Nepalese People’s War 
also is advancing, not in a straight line, but in the midst of  twists and turns in the past ten 
years. Proper balance between political and military intervention has been the specificity 
of every plan of the Nepalese People’s War. Therefore, military with political turn and 
politics with military turn have been inseparable. But, it does not mean that it is the end 
of particularity and uniqueness of political and military activities. Bearing this in mind, 
the third historical Expanded Meeting of the CC that had defined strategies and tactics of 
People’s War from both the political and military point of view should be considered as a 
milestone. The historic initiation of the People’s War on February 13,1996, represents a 
great leap and an opening of a new era towards revolutionary transformation of the entire 
Nepalese society. The fourth Expanded Meeting of the CC (1998) that had added a new 
dimension to the definition of guerilla zone and base area should also be taken as a 
turning point of Nepalese People’s War. It is evidently clear that the historic second 
national conference of our Party has been another milestone as far as ideological 
synthesis is concerned. The resolution relating to the development of democracy in the 
twenty-first century and the resolution adopted in the recently concluded CC meeting 
have remained as important turning points in the development of ideology from political, 
military and organizational perspectives. Apart from major positive turning points of 
class struggle, there have also been those of inner struggle. 
 
Q. Why was the People’s War initiated right on February 13, 1996? Would you 
please throw some light on the background of its preparation? 
 
A. Following the historical movement in 1990, the process of polarization in the overall 
political movement, in general, and between reformist and revolutionary trends, in 
particular, got intensified. The major political forces, which had gained access to power 



with the force of movement, not only failed to address people’s aspiration of concrete 
changes but, on the contrary, exhibited the conduct of sticking only to their chair by 
collaborating with corrupt panchas and the king. An objective base, upon which the 
masses could go forward to building up a militant struggle on the basic questions of 
nationalism, democracy and people’s livelihood, went on developing as a consequence of 
the growing disgust towards parliamentarian political leadership among the masses of the 
people, who were looking forward to economic, political and social changes. In the same 
way, the historic movement, in 1990, created a favourable situation by which the process 
of ideological struggles and splits taking place since long in the Nepalese communist 
movement could polarize into two big poles, the reformist and the revolutionary. 
Accordingly, the UML representing reformist and collaborationist trend came forward 
under the ideological leadership of mainly Madan Bhandari, whereas, under the 
leadership of mainly Prachanda the Unity Centre came forward representing 
revolutionary Marxist trend. The UML, advocating multi-party democracy, sank deeply 
in parliamentarianism, while the Unity Centre, adopting in the Unity Congress the line of 
Protracted People’s War corresponding to Nepalese particularity, carrying forward 
intensive ideological and political exposition against the right parliamentarianism and 
intensifying the rural class struggle as well, went forward to prepare for People’s War. In 
this process, uncovering the right liquidationism of Nirmal Lama and Rupa Lai followers, 
who had joined the Unity Centre with a reformist purpose, and expelling them through 
the First National Conference, the whole Party advanced unitedly along the preparation 
for People’s War. In the mean time, the Party continued to advance militant struggles 
legally through United People’s Front against the anti-nation and anti-people policies and 
conducts of the parliamentarian political parties that were in power. The urban people’s 
movement and the rural class struggle taking place in the countryside, mainly Rolpa and 
Rukum in Western Nepal, had been preparing an objective base for the initiation of 
People’s War. Based on the evaluation of the country’s particular political situation, the 
Party had taken up a policy to make a limited use of the first parliamentary election 
through a legal and open front. It is worth mentioning that this process of parliamentary 
struggle, in the then situation of Nepal, had also played an important role to disseminate 
and establish Party’s revolutionary ideology. In this very backdrop of class and 
ideological struggle, Party’s Third Expanded Meeting was concluded. This Expanded 
Meeting, which has a far-reaching significance in the history of our Party and Nepalese 
People’s War, drafted an original kind of strategy and tactic of the People’s War by 
carrying forward materialist analysis of the past and present of the Nepalese society. In 
this way, the historic initiation of the People’s War on February 13, 1996, is linked with 
the distinctive fusion between the development of class struggle and ideological struggle. 
 
Q. Even the enemies seem to be forced to acknowledge that the strongest aspect of 
this movement is the clear-cut ideological and political commitment. Therefore, 
those, who termed it ‘terrorism’ in the beginning, have been keeping mum now. 
How would it be appropriate to understand its major ideological convictions? 
 
A. No revolutionary movement in history has been able to advance and attain victory 
without a clear-cut ideological and political line and deep conviction. Nepalese People’s 
War is not and cannot be an exception to it. In this context, what I want to especially 



emphasize is that the question of correctly grasping MLM as a science is the most 
important task. The materialist dialectics, because it is a science, demands continuous 
cycles of defence, application and development. Our Party has been very seriously 
grasping the importance of applying materialist dialectics to carry out concrete analysis 
of concrete condition, the living soul of Marxist science, which seeks truth, and also of 
following mass line to transform truth into people’s strength. Because of our correct 
understanding, our movement was inseparable from truth and the masses, and hence, 
enemy could not brush it aside as ‘terrorism’, however hard it tried. In my opinion, this is 
the primary thing. Standing upon the foundation of this ideological orientation, the Party 
has been developing a political line that can defeat enemy one by one and make people 
victorious in leaps by developing a proper sequence of strategic firmness and tactical 
flexibility. Our particularity that transforms the ideological and political intervention 
against the enemy into military intervention and vice versa and maintains balance 
between these two, obviously disproves enemy’s accusations against us. 
 
Q. Revisionism has been practiced in the name of restructuring Marxism. There 
have also been tendencies to deviate from the fundamental principles of Marxism in 
the pretext of developing Marxism in conformity with the changed era, time and 
context. Given this situation, could you please clarify the basis, which can aptly 
justify that the Marxism you are trying to develop in Nepal is the Marxism of Marx 
himself? 
 
A. The revolution advancing successfully since ten years is the most authentic and 
appropriate evidence that the ideology that our Party is attempting to develop is the 
Marxist ideology itself. I don’t think I can present any authentic and eligible evidence 
other than a living revolution. 
 
Q. Under the adept leadership of Chairman, the CPN (Maoist) is going ahead by 
concretely pointing out and correcting the 30 percent weaknesses of Stalin that Mao 
referred to. In this context one must remember the Marxists of the Frankfurt School 
who had totally negated Stalin and tended to go back to Hegel and Kant and there 
were others who went on to glorify even Stalin’s weaknesses. Protecting oneself 
from both these trends, how should one go ahead? 
 
A. Those Frankfurt School generals, who, based on pure debate and isolated from the 
revolutionary practice of class struggle, had pounced upon the great revolutionary, Stalin, 
ended up in regression. This is as inevitable as the degeneration of the Hoxaites, who, by 
eulogizing even the weak aspects of Stalin, attempted to vulgarize Marxism as an inert 
entity. Only a Marxist revolutionary can shoulder the task of taking lessons from the 
weaknesses of another Marxist revolutionary and go ahead by correcting them; it is not 
possible for those who deviate to the left or to the right. 
 
Standing on the foundation of revolutionary practice of class struggle, our Party is 
attempting to go forward by taking lessons from the positive and negative experiences of 
the revolutions in history. In today’s world situation, it must not be forgotten that the rea-
son behind our saying that a big historical responsibility of contributing to raising the 



science of revolution to a new height has come to our shoulder, is the successful People’s 
War advancing for the last ten years. This living objective reality of revolution makes it 
clear that our effort of developing ideology is based on Marxist science, free from right 
and left. 
 
Q. The question of necessity and freedom arises when talking of state and ideology. 
This question has surfaced time and again even in the Marxist movement in Nepal. 
In this context, what we want to learn from Chairman is that, while Che Guevara, 
Rosa Luxemberg etc., who used to talk more about freedom, have been generally 
discarded from the mainstream of Marxism, you have sometimes talked of learning 
from Rosa, too. Would you shed some light on this? 
 
A. Our Party is definitely opposed to discarding the great revolutionaries like Rosa and 
Che into a different camp by distancing them from the mainstream Marxism and 
revolution; rather, we are for respecting them and learning from their contributions. 
However, while talking about necessity and freedom one must not draw a conclusion that 
stressing more on freedom is to be automatically more scientific. Lenin had drawn up a 
correct conclusion that, even though Rosa sometimes seemed subjective on the question 
of grasping scientific relation between consciousnesses of necessity and attainment of 
freedom, she was an eagle of the communist movement. Our Party thinks that Lenin’s 
evaluation of Rosa is correct. Our Party has no illusion about the fact that Lenin had 
made better scientific synthesis of the relation between necessity and freedom than Rosa 
had made. 
 
Q. Earlier Party had talked about South Asian Soviet Federation, while now it has 
talked about the World Soviet Federation. Does it mean that revolution cannot be 
accomplished in an individual country now? 
 
A. The necessity of People’s New World Federation raised by our Party does not at all 
mean that revolution cannot take place in an individual country now. What it means is to 
admit the reality that, as a result of the unprecedented revolution in information 
technology and the particular nature of globalized exploitation and oppression of finance 
monopoly capital, the world has been transforming into a small unit, and it also implies 
an emphasis on building up a strategy of revolution based on this reality. Today, what we 
can clearly see is that the worldwide impact of revolution or counterrevolution taking 
place in Nepal or any other country in the world cannot be compared with that of Lenin’s 
and Mao’s time. Therefore, in today’s world situation, worldwide movement is especially 
unavoidable from both the aspects of accomplishing and of defending revolution in a 
certain country. For this reason, we have been taking the revolution in a certain country 
as the base area for world revolution. In order to express this concept based on objective 
reality, the last Central Committee meeting of our Party had put forward the concept of 
People’s New World Federation. It does not mean that the concept of South Asian 
Federation, which is becoming a storm center of people’s revolution, is unnecessary. 
 



Q. The Peruvian movement, which was some time before a center of hope for the 
revolutionaries in the world, seems to have fallen into a serious crisis now. What is 
the Party’s viewpoint on this? What lessons has the Party drawn from this? 
 
A. The experience of the Peruvian revolutionary movement, which had to go through 
intensive development and extensive setback between the last two decades of twentieth 
century, is very important for those who are leading revolution in the twenty-first 
century. In the context of preparation and initiation of People’s War in Nepal, the 
Peruvian movement had played a major role in inspiring us, and in this sense, it is of 
special significance for our Party to take lessons from the positive and negative 
experiences of this movement. It is our understanding that it will be a big mistake to 
devalue the contributions made by the Peruvian People’s War for world revolution, 
which, fighting back the ideological attack made by right revisionism after the restoration 
of capitalism in China, was initiated on the basis of MLM. However, in no case, can it 
and must it be taken lightly that the People’s War, which was developing rapidly for 12 
years, is now in a crisis of existence because of the setback following the capture of the 
leadership. Sufficient indications that ‘Chairman Gonzalo himself is the main 
spokesperson of the two-line struggle developed within the Party after his arrest, as well 
as of the right opportunist line that argues for peaceful conciliation with the enemy by 
abandoning war, reveal the seriousness of the situation. 
 
MLM demands correct application of dialectical materialism to continue relentless 
struggle against all kinds of mechanical, subjective and one-sided thinking. It is necessary 
to be cautious of drifting towards another extreme while struggling against one. 
Following the counterrevolution in China, the communist movement, on the one hand, 
happened to fall prey to right extremism that mainly sides with class collaboration and, 
on the other, to left extremism that seeks to go straightforward without looking left or 
right, forward or backward. Following Mao’s death, the Nicaraguan Sandinista 
movement that waged guerilla war happened to fall prey to the former, i.e. right 
extremism, and the great revolutionary movement in Peru ideologically happened to fall 
prey to the second i.e. left sectarianism. It is our understanding and evaluation that, as a 
result of the mechanical and one-sided thinking, like for example-of negating completely 
the question of building necessary adjustment, compromise or front with the secondary 
reactionary or middle class against the main enemy, of being unable to maintain proper 
balance between strategic firmness and tactical flexibility based on the equation of 
enemy’s central power, of understanding the protracted People’s War mechanically rather 
than developing military strategy according to today’s world situation, of idealizing 
Gonzalo as a supernatural leader who never makes a mistake and of placing him above 
the whole Party and the Central Committee by asserting his leadership as Jefetura, of 
being unable or unprepared to learn in the real sense from the metaphysical mistakes of 
Stalin etc. the Party has reached a stage of crisis of existence in such a short time despite 
the sacrifice of more than 60 thousand people. Although one is revolutionary in spirit, the 
result can nevertheless be fatal if, from the viewpoint of applying the science of 
dialectical materialism, one get caught in mechanical and metaphysical weaknesses-this 
is the lesson taken by our Party from the great Peruvian People’s War and the blood of 
thousands of revolutionaries flown there. All the programs which our Party has been 



adhering to, such as our concepts regarding the ‘development of democracy in the 
twenty-first century’, military line of ‘fusion’, series of tactics adopted against the enemy, 
etc., incorporate the lessons from all positive and negative experiences of Peru. 
 
Q. On the one hand, Party has maintained close ideological-political relations with 
revolutionaries in India and South Asia through CCOM-POSA, while on the other 
hand, in the particular geo-political situation of Nepal, it seems there is also a 
compulsion to maintain diplomatic relationship with the Indian State. How will the 
Party be able to maintain proper balance between the two? 
 
A. In the particular geo-political situation of Nepal, there are certainly special and 
essential aspects of relationship with two giant neighbours, India and China. The question 
of our relation with the Indian State is a question of indispensable diplomatic relation that 
enriches mutual relation between the people of two countries based on Panchsheel. This 
relation should be understood and dealt in the form of diplomatic relation of mutual 
benefit, not in the form of relation based on ideology and belief. Our relation with the 
revolutionaries in South Asia, established through CCOMPOSA, is mainly ideological 
relation and it should be taken and handled in the context of the freedom to follow any 
ideology and belief. It will not be so difficult to handle this relation because ideology and 
belief remain at their own place and the diplomatic relation with the two countries 
remains at its own place. Nevertheless, the question of maintaining this balance is very 
sensitive, given that Indian monopoly capitalist expansionist character has been the main 
barricade for the revolutionary movement in Nepal and South Asia. However sensitive it 
may be, they can be propelled forward without crossing the limits of ideological relation 
and diplomatic relation. 
 
Q. In recent times, particularly in Latin America, the parliamentary left forces that 
are against American imperialism have been coming to power one after the other. 
How does the Party look at this course of event? What is the Party’s perception on 
Cuba? 
 
A. After US imperialism launched naked military aggression in Afghanistan and Iraq in 
the pretext of September 11 event, the world opinion is agitating rapidly against it. The 
wave of people in favour of parliamentary leftists in Latin American countries that are 
related with ‘World Social Forum’ signifies people’s restlessness. This anti-imperialist 
wave seen right under the nose of US imperialism clearly indicates towards the new wave 
of world revolution existing in the horizon. From this point of view, the mass wave 
witnessed in Latin American countries has a strategic significance. 
 
As far as the question of Cuba is concerned, we have taken it in the form of a united front 
against US imperialism. 
 
Q. On the historic occasion of the completion of ten years of People’s War, would 
you like to make any special appeal to the common people? 
 



A. On this historic occasion I would like to express my heart-felt love, high respect and 
regards to the great Nepalese people. And I would like to make a special appeal to hoist 
the revolutionary flag on Mount Everest in the 21st century and to unite in the task of 
giving out a new message of independence and freedom to the world. 
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